
Comparisons

· Let’s go by car. It’s cheaper.

· Don’t go by train. It’s more expensive.

There are three ways to construct a comparative

1. using –er

2. we use - more 

3. Also there are  - a bit, a little, much, a lot, far (= a lot)

using –er.

cheap / cheapER
hard / hardER

large / largER 



thin / thinER

quiet / quietER
cleaver / cleaverER


narrow / narrowER



simple / simplER

Other examples

Lucky / luckIER

funny / funnIER


pretty / prettIER

easy / easIER

We use “more”

For other two-syllable and longer adjectives we use MORE in stead of –ER.


MORE modern    

MORE serious 


MORE expensive
 
MORE comfortable

We also use MORE for adverbs that end in –LY

MORE slowLY  

MORE seriousLY


MORE quietLY

MORE carefulLY

Some adjectives and adverbs have irregular comparatives:


GOOD/ WELL
BETTER


· Let me ask him. I know him BETTER than you do.

· The garden looks BETTER since you tidied it up.

BAD/ BADLY 
WORSE

· “Is your headache better?” … “No, it’s worse”

· The situation was much WORSE than we expected

NOTE: the comparative words are MORE or LESS:

· I smoke MORE than I used to.

· We’ve got LESS time than I thought.

OLDER and ELDER:

· Tom looks OLDER than he really is.

We use ELDER when we are talking about members of a family. We say (my) ELDER brother / sister / son / daughter:

· My ELDER brother is a pilot

We use ELDER only before a noun, however,

· My brother is OLDER than me (not elder than me)

We say: than me / than him / than her / than us / than them. You can say:

· I can run faster than him. 
or 
I can run faster than he can.

· You are a better singer than me. 
or 
You are a better singer than I am.

· I got up earlier than her. 
or 
I got up earlier than she did.

We say: as me / as him / as her etc. You can say:

· She’s not as old as him. 
or 
She’s not as old as he is.

· You don’t work as hard as me. 
or 
You don’t work as hard as I do.

Practice

1. Helen’s car isn’t very big. She wants a ………………  one.

2. My job isn’t very interesting. I want to do something ………………  

3. You’re not very tall. Your brother is   ………………                         

4. David doesn’t work very hard. I work    ………………                        

5. My chair isn’t very comfortable. Yours is  ………………                          

6. Your plan isn’t very good. My plan is   ………………                         

7. These flowers aren’t very nice. The blue ones are    ………………                        

8. My bag isn’t very heavy. Your bag is      ………………                  

9. I’m not very interested in art. I’m………………  in history.

10. It isn’t very warm today. It was………………  yesterday.

11. These tomatoes don’t taste very good. The other ones tasted  ………………                        

12. Britain isn’t very big. France is   ………………                         

13. London isn’t very beautiful. Paris is  ………………                          

14. This knife isn’t very sharp. Have you got a………………  one?

15. People today aren’t very polite. In the past they were………………

16. Athens is older …………….. Rome.

17. Are oranges ……………..  expensive than bananas?

18. It’s easier to phone …………….. to write a letter.

19. ‘How are you today?’ ‘Not bad. …………….. than yesterday.’

20. The restaurant is more crowded …………….. usual. 

21. A: 
How much did your shoes cost? £30?

B:
No, …………….. than that. (= more than £30)

22. The film was very short — …………….. than an hour.

23. They’ve got …………….. money than they need.

24. You go out …………….. than me.

A bit older / much older etc.

	a bit

much
	bigger

older

better 

more difficult

more expensive
	than ...




· Canada is much bigger than France.

· Jill is a bit older than Gary — she’s 25 and he’s 24.

· The hotel was much more expensive than I expected.

Not as …as

· She’s old but she’s not as old as he is.


· Box A isn’t as big as Box B. 

· The weather is better than it was yesterday. It isn’t as cold. (= as cold as it was yesterday)

Not as much as ... / not as many as ...

· I haven’t got as much money as you. (= you’ve got more money)

· I don’t know as many people as you. (= you know more people)

We say the same as.…

· The weather today is the same as yesterday.

· My hair is the same colour as yours.

Practice

· I don’t play tennis …………….. often …………….. you. (= you play more often)

· I don’t go out …………….. much …………….. you. You go out more …………….. me.
· I arrived at the same time …………….. Tim.

· I don’t go out ……………..much  …………….. you. (= you go out more)

· The Grand Hotel …………….. expensive …………….. the Europa. (= the Europa is more expensive) 

· You go out much ………………….than me.

· Rome is not ……………. old ……………. Athens. (= Athens is older)

Superlatives



Box A is bigger than box B but box C is the biggest

The Grand Hotel is more expensive than Molly’s B& B but the Hilton is the most expensive

Words ending in “Y”- IEST

Easy
-
Easiest
Heavy – heaviest

Irregular adjectives

GOOD/ WELL
BETTER
BEST

BAD/ BADLY 
WORSE
WORST

FAR
FURTHER (FARTHER)
FURTHEST

Practice
Heavy
…heavier…

Big
……………

Slow
……………

Expensive
……………

High
……………

Dangerous
……………

Old
……………

Crowded
……………

Write the opposite

Younger
……………

Colder 
……………

Cheaper
……………

Listen to the dialogue Comparisons bp1

I’m afraid the bill for your car is £120.00 (expensive)

_oh, it’s more expensive than I thought__________

This watch is only £4.99 !  (cheap)

_________________________________________

John Clease is nearly 1meter 95 tall! (tall)

_________________________________________

Their house is over a hundred years old (old)

_________________________________________

Do you know, the temperature is already 35° centigrade? (hot)

_________________________________________

Kylie Monogue is only 1 meter 62 tall! (short)

_________________________________________

Cheaper and more expensive are COMPARATIVE FORMS.


After comparatives we use THAN.


It’s cheaper to go by car THAN to go by train.














The jacket is too small. I need a LARGER size


Ann works HARDER than most of her friends





The examination was EASIER than we expected.


It’s too noisy here. Can we go somewhere QUIETER?











MORE expensive hotels are usually MORE comfortable than cheaper ones.


Her illness is MORE serious than we first thought


 





Could you speak MORE slowLY please?














FAR		FURTHER (or FARTHER)


I’m tired. I can’t walk much FURTHER. (or … much FARTHER)





FURTHER (but not “FARTHER”) can also mean MORE or ADDITIONAL.


Let me know immediately if you hear any FURTHER news. (= any more news).











Strong	……………


Happy	……………


Modern	……………


Important	……………


Good	……………


Large	……………


Serious	……………


Pretty	……………








Better	……………


Nearer	……………


Easier		……………





A





B





C





Price per night


Hilton Hotel	£154.00


Grand Hotel	£140.00


Molly’s B & B	£  25.00











