China Number 4 in the world 250106
China’s economy grew by 9.9% last year, around four times as fast as what would be seen as a respectable rate of expansion anywhere else. Just last month the Chinese economy overtook Italy to become the sixth largest in the world. But according to these figures it has now shot past France and possibly Britain to stand in unofficial fourth place behind the United States, Japan and Germany. And the likelihood is that these figures under rather than over state its economic power. Even so, the average income per head is around $1,700 a year, just ahead of Mexico, and the gap between rich and the poor is growing – many Chinese still live in extreme poverty. 
