The Past Simple

The past of the verb TO BE (am/ is/ are) is was/ were:

I/ he/ she/ it 

WAS

We/ you/ they

WERE

am/is (present) — was (past):

· I am tired. (now)
                  I was tired last night.

· Where is Ann? (now)                                Where was Ann yesterday? 

· The weather is good today.                       The weather was good last week.

are (present) — were (past):

· You are late. (now)                                   You were late yesterday.

· They aren’t here. (now)                           They weren’t here last Sunday
positive 
negative 
question 
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Practice

· Last year Rachel …………….. 22, so she …………….. 23 now.

· When I …………….. a child, I …………….. afraid of dogs.

· We …………….. hungry after the journey but we …………….. tired.

· The hotel …………….. comfortable but it …………….. expensive.

· …………….. the weather good when you …………….. on holiday?

· Those shoes are nice. …………….. they expensive?

· Why …………….. the meeting end so late?

· What …………….. the reason for the management failure?

short answers

	Yes,
	I/he/she/it was.


	No,
	I/he/she/it wasn’t.

	
	We/you/they were.


	
	we/you/they weren’t.


· ‘Were you late?’ ‘No, I wasn’t.’

· ‘…………….. Ted at work yesterday?’ ‘Yes, he ……………...

· ‘…………….. Sue and Steve at the party?’ ‘No, they ……………...’


· I very much ENJOYED the party.

· Mr Edwards DIED ten years ago.

· When I LIVED in Manchester, I WORKED in a bank.

Very often the past simple ends in –ed:


They
 watch

 television every evening.

 (present simple)

They 
watched
 television yesterday evening.

 (past simple)

work —worked 
clean —cleaned 
start —started
stay —stayed

arrive —arrived 
dance —danced
· We ………………. (invite) them to our party but they ………………. (decide) not to come.

· The police……………….  (stop) me on my way home last night.

· She……………….  (pass) her examination because she……………….  (study) very hard.

Many important verbs are irregular. This means that the past simple does not end in –ED. 

· Leave (
Left
(
We all LEFT the party at 11 o’clock.

· Go
(
Went
(
Yesterday I WENT to London to see a friend of mine.

· Cost (
Cost
(
This house COST £35,000 in 1980.

· I usually get up early but this morning I got up at 9.30.

· We did a lot of work yesterday.

· Caroline went to the cinema three times last week.

· Jim came into the room, took off his coat and sat down.

Practice

· I clean my teeth every morning. This morning I …………….. my teeth.

· Terry …………….. (to work) in a bank from 1986 to 1993.

· Yesterday it …………….. (to rain) all morning. It……………..  (stop) at lunchtime.

· We …………….. (enjoy) the party last night. We danced a lot and …………….. (talk) to a lot of people.

· The computer system …………….. (fail) last night.

In past simple questions and negatives we use DID/ DIDN’T + infinitive (do/ open/ rain etc.):

It rainED  (
DID it RAIN?

It DIDN’T RAIN

Practice

· Ann:
DID you GO out last night, Tom?

Tom:
Yes, I went to the cinema. But I DIDN’T ENJOY the film.

· When …………….. Mr Edwards DIE?

· What …………….. you DO at the week-end?

· We …………….. (Invite, not) her to the party, so she DIDN’T ……………..(come).

· Why DIDN’T you …………….. (supply) me with the steel sheets?

· Where …………….. you put the check-list of compents that need changing?


NOTE: that we normally use DID/ DIDN’T with HAVE

· DID you HAVE time to write the letter?

· I DIDN’T HAVE enough money to buy anything to eat.
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Practice 


Gretna Scene

EVEN for Gretna Green, this was a strange story. Marcus Lee-Curtis, 21, and Marie Schearer, 16, weren’t runaways. The bridegroom’s mother was at the wedding and so were twenty other guests. But the bride’s parents weren’t there. In fact, they didn’t know anything about the wedding until the following week, and then Mrs Schearer was so angry that she attacked Marcus’ mother.

Marie first met Marcus when she was only 13. They fell in love and when Marie was 16, she left home and lived with Marcus at his grandmother’s house. They decided to get married. But Marie was only 16 and her parents didn’t approve, so they went to Gretna Green.

A week later, Marie’s mother opened the local newspaper and saw a photograph of the bride and groom. She wasn’t happy and she blamed Marcus mother. She waited outside the Lee-Curtis’ house, and when Mrs Lee-Curtis came out, Mrs Schearer stopped her. She shouted at her and pulled her hair. When Marcus tried to help his mother, Mrs Schearer hit him in the stomach. Then she drove her car at Mrs Lee- Curtis and pushed her into a garden. In court to day Mrs Schearer apologised. When. they came out of court Marie smiled and said: “I hope that in time we can all get together.’

Write the questions, using this information. 

1. When / Marie/ meet / Marcus

2. When / she / leave / home

3. Where / the wedding

4. Why / you / not there

5. How / you / find out / about it

6. How / you / feel

7. What / you / do

8. Anyone / try / to stop you

Practice
The Witch of Wall Street

Hetty Robinson learnt all about money when she was very young. As a child, she read the financial pages of the newspaper to her wealthy father. Her father died when Hetty was 30 years old and she inherited $1 million. When she herself died in 1916, she left a fortune of almost $100 million to her two children.

Hetty made her money on the New York stock exchange. She was a financial genius. She made money so easily that people called her the Witch of Wall Street. But although she was one of the richest women in the world, she was very mean. She counted every cent and she spent as little as possible. She didn’t own a house, because she didn’t want to pay property taxes. So she and her children lived in cheap hotels.

She spent almost nothing on clothes, and wore the same long black dress every day. She washed it herself, but to save soap she only washed the bottom of the dress, where it touched the ground. Other people had their own offices, but Hetty used a desk in the bank where she kept her money, because it didn’t cost anything. She sat in the bank and ate her sandwiches while she bought and sold stocks and shares. If the bank complained, she just moved all her money to another bank.

Hetty’s family paid the price for her meanness. When she was 33 she married a millionaire, Edward Green and they had two children. Green, however, lost all his money, so Hetty left him. When her son, Ned, injured his knee Hetty didn’t want to pay for a doctor, so she took him to a free hospital for poor people. Unfortunately the doctor knew that Hetty was rich and he asked for money. Hetty refused and took the boy away. His leg didn’t get better and two years later doctors removed it.

But eventually Ned got his revenge. At the age of 81 Hetty had an argument with a shop assistant about the price of a bottle of milk. She became so angry that she had a stroke and died. So Hetty’s meanness finally killed her. Ned inherited half his mother’s fortune, and he spent it all on parties, holidays and expensive jewellery. He even bought a chamber pot covered with diamonds!

Language focus: so ... that ...

Look at these two sentences:

Hetty became angry. She had a stroke.

The second sentence is the result of the first sentence. We can show it like this:

Hetty became so angry that she had a stroke.

Join these sentences in the same way.

1
Hetty was mean. She refused to pay for a doctor.

2
Ned’s injury was bad. He lost his leg.

3
Hefty was rich. She could buy anything.

4
She was clever. She made millions of dollars.

5
Hefty made money easily. People called her the Witch of Wall Street.
NOTE: But we do not use DID with the verb TO BE (WAS/ WERE):





Why WERE you so angry?


They WEREN’T able to come because they were so very busy.


Was Tom at work yesterday?








NOTE:


If a verb ends in a consonant + Y (-by,-ry, sy etc) Y changes to “i” before –ED:





hurrY / hurrIED  studY / studIED applY / applIED	trY / trIED


try —tried 		copy —copied stop —stopped 	plan —planned











watched is the past simple:








I/we/you/they


he/she/it


�
watched�
�









Tom:	Look! It’s raining again.


Ann:	Oh no, not again. It RAINED all day yesterday too.





RAINED is the past simple tense. We use the past simple to talk about actions or situations in the past.	








I was angry because Tom and Ann were late.


Now Robert is at work. At midnight last light he wasn’t at work. He was in bed. He was asleep.











Pronunciation


For verbs that end in a voiceless constanant the “ED” sounds like “D”


Washed – Wash”D”	Died	Die”D”


For verbs that end in a voiced constanant the “ED” sounds like “T”


Walked – Walk”T”	Stopped – Stopp”T”


For verbs that end in “T” or “D”  the “ED” sounds like “ID”


Started – start”ID”	Decided – Decid”ID”


	attacked	blamed	promised	waited		liked	  	decided	helped	pushed	counted	started	 	watched	lived	avoided	talked		seemed





In England you can get married when you are 16, but you need your parents’ permission until you are 18. In Scotland, however, you can get married at 16 without this. So young English people who want to get married without their parents’ permission often run away (elope) to Scotland. The traditional place for these weddings is Gretna Green, a village just over the Scottish border.














