Surviving with English

Meeting people

Hi, I’m David, nice to meet you.

Where are you from? 

I’m from Italy

What do you do for a living? 

I’m an engineer

I work in a factory

Do you know her?

I work with her.

We are on holiday together. We are friends.

Can you introduce me to your friends?

Of couse, this is David and this is Mike.

Have you ever been to Spain?

No, I have never been to Barcellona.

I’ve been to London three times. The last time I went was last summer.

I love Paris. I find it so romantic.

I don’t like London because it is too big. 

I like Milan for the shops. 

Frankfurt is great to visit before Christmas. 

You should visit Abruzzo in the Spring. There is still snow in the mountains and you get beautiful warm days.

What do you like about Portugal?

I love the climate. The people are so nice. You can’t beat the sea. The food is very fresh and full of flavour. 

Why are you visiting France?

My cousin lives near Lyon. I like to practice my French. 

Are you here on business or for pleasure?

Unfortunately business. I am here for three days then I am flying back to the States. You don’t get to see much of the countries you visit, just hotels and officies. At least you get to sample the local food and drinks. It gets me out of the office.

Do you travel much?

I go abroad about once a month. Other than that I am normally in the office.

That’s not too bad. That’s good. Sounds fun. Sounds terrible.

What is there to do around here in the evening?

We tend to go to Birmingham when we want to have some fun. There are a lot of restaurants, bars, pubs, and nightclubs. It’s really same and there is a really nice atmosphere.

Most evenings we go to the local pub. It’s not very lively but the beers good and you can play darts.

What do you like to do in your free time?

I like going bowling, walking up mountains, watching the football, meeting my friends.

I can’t stand load music. Can we go somewhere else?

It’s not a good idea to stare at people too much. You can get into trouble, or a fight.

Family

Are you married?

Yes, I am. I’ve been married for three years.

Have you got a boyfriend back in Greece?

No, I’m single.

Yes, he’s my fiancè, actually.

What’s your girlfriend’s name?

Have you got any children?

Yes, I’ve got two children. I’ve got a son and a daughter.

What are their names?

My son is called Peter and my daughter is called Gill.

How old are they?

My son is 10 and my daughter is 5. 

It must be hard work. 

I don’t have any children.

When are you getting married?

We’re getting married in June, next year.

We haven’t set a date yet. Hopefully we will get married next year.

Have you got any brothers or sisters?

I’ve got two brothers and one sister.

Wow, that’s a big family. 

Do you get on with eachother?

Where do your brothers and sisters live?

One brother lives in Spain, the other in France and my sister lives with me in England.

Finding places

Excuse me, where is the toilet?

It’s through thjat door, along the corridor and then on your left.

Where is the high street?

You need to go along this road untill you get to the trafic lights. Turn left and it’ at the end of that road.

It is a pedestrian area, so you’ll need to park your car at the multi-story carpark.

Where are the shops?

It is straight on, over there.

It is down this road and then take the first right

Carry on down this road and it is on your left

Continue down this road take your first left after the post office and then the second right just after the church.

Is there a Chemists’ near here?

The chemists’ is opposite the bank at the end of the road.

Do you know where you can buy some fish and chips?

You find the best fish and chips around here at “Battered”. It’s just around the corner, overthere.

Do you know where ther Doctors’ surgery is?

No, I’m sorry. I don’t know this area at all. 

Where can I buy some cigarettes?

You can get cigarettes in that supermarket over there.

Excuse me, where is the nearest ATM? I need some cash.

The bank across the road has got a cash point. That one there.

Thank you very much.

You’re welcome. Don’t mention it. It was nothing.

Food

What do you think about English food?

Where can you go to get real traditiaonal German food?

What is your favourite dish?

There are three main meals a day. Breakfast, lunch and dinner.

In England, tea is a snack. It is usually served at about 4.30 in the afternoon.

Breakfast is an important meal. 

Apart from the weekend, lunch is not an iportant meal for the English.

In Italy, lunch is very important.

Dinner is the main meal of the day for the English.

Can I have a slice of chocolate cake please?

The main food groups are meat, fish, vegetables, milk products and cerials.

The English drink a lot of both coffee and tea. Both drinks are long drinks. Espressos are not very popular, but cappucino is becoming more popular.

The main types of meat are chicken, turkey, pork, beef, lamb, 

English people do not eat much veal, rabbit or horse.

The best fish restaurants in England is are in the big cities not on the coast.

Italians eat a lot of veal. Rabbit is a real speciallity.

What are aubergines?

They are fat purple vegetables. They are soft inside.

What are cougettes?

They are like green carrots but not as hard.

What is this?

It is sweed. It’s like a sweet potatoe. 

It’s very nice, try a bit.

How is your lamb?

It’s lovely, but what is this green sauce?

It’s mint sauce. It helps you digest the meat. Lamb can be a bit heavy.

Is there cream in that?

Excuse me, I am allergic to milk products.

Is there any garlic in that. I don’t like garlic.

I hate spicy food. Can we go somewhere else?

We ate an Indian yesterday. Let’s go somewhere else. What about a Chinese?

Can you pass me the bread please?

I’m sorry, there’s none left.

Can I have some more saurce please?

Yes of course. Here you are.

Shall we order some more?

Yes, good idea.

Shall we get another bottle of red wine?

Not for me. I’ve had enough.

How do you like your steak cooked? Rare, medium or well done?

I don’t like to see blood, so well done thanks.

How’s the steak?

It’s perfect, what about your pasta?

It’s a bit salty but very nice.

Would you like some dessert?

No thank you. I’m full.

Can we have the bill please?

We would like to pay with credit card. Is that okay?

Do you normally leave a tip in the UK? Or is the service charge included in the bill?

It’s normal to leave about a 10% tip

In the pub

The English like beer. 

You pay for the drinks at the bar, once you have ordered them – i.e. before you sit down.

It is quite normal to stand up in a pub, and order a lot of rounds. The English are happy to drink alcoholic drinks without eating. 

There are three types of beer. There is Lager like Heiniken, there is Bitter which is typically English and there is ale or stout like Guiness.

Cheers! Good Health! 

A toast. To Helen on her Birthday.

I’ll have a pint of bitter please.

Can I have half  a pint of larger please?

Can I try a pint of the the local bitter please?

Can I have a bag of crisps?

What flavours of crisps are there?

Do you fancy another one (drink)?

I’ll have a glass of red wine, thanks.

Can I have some sparkling water?

I’ll have some still water.

It’s my round. You paid last time.

That’s all thanks. How much is that?

I feel a bit drunk already. I think I will just have a glass of water.

I think I’ve had too much to drink. 

Have you got a hangover?

Sport

Do you like football?

Who do you support?

I support Aston Villa

Who is your favourite team?

My favourite team is Lazio.

Did you see the game on Sunday? It was great. Lazio won 3 nil.

Owen’s goal was incredible. 

The goaly was really on form. He saved a lot of difficult shots.

Do you play any sports?

I play rugby twice a week.

I go to the gym quite regularly. 

I play 5 a side football once a week. 

I don’t do any sports. 

I go running thee times a week, and do weights on the weekend. 

I like to keep fit. I feel sport is really important.

I know I’m overweight, but I don’t seem to find the time to do any sport.

Going out in the evening

It’s a great atmosphere here.

The music is great but a bit load.

Do you fancy a dance?

Yer, go on then.

Would you like a drink?

No thanks, I’m driving.

It’s cold outside and everybody is dressed as if it were summer.

When a song like this comes on you can’t stand still! Come on, dance with me!

Sorry to interupt you, but that cocktail looks really good, what is it called?

So what do you think about England so far?

I have seen some pretty mad stuff. 

Shall we get a Kebab? It’s tradition after going to a nightclub.

General Italian

Good morning. Good afternoon. Good evening. Good night.

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 30 31 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 

101 102 110 111 132 200 263 1966 6789

My birthday is on the 10th January

I was born on the 3rd June 1970

First, second, third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth, nineth, tenth, twentieth, twenty-first, thirtieth, thirty-second

I am 23 or I am 23 years old.

What is your e-mail address?

It is giuseppe.rossi@iol.it

Seasons – spring, summer, autumn (fall), winter 

Months – January, February, March, April, May, June, July, August, September, October, November, December.

Years – It is 2006, it was 1995, I went to the States in 1990

Transport

Shall we walk or take the tube?

The tube is the London underground.

Accommodation

Here is my passport and credit card.

Here is my driving licence.

These are the keys, your room is number 234. It is on the second flood. You can use the lift over there.

Is there a swimming pool and gym?

Yes there is. It is open from 6.00 in the morning till 10.00 at night.

What time is breakfast served?

Breakfast is served from 6.30 to 9.30. 

Can we eat here in the evening, for dinner?

Yes, you can. We have got two restaurants that are open from 6.00.

Is there a bar where I can get a drink?

Yes, the bar is through thoses doors.

Thank you very much, and enjoy your stay.

Our room has got a double bed and a single bed, so it sleeps three people. There is a minibar, a telephone, a satelite TV with pay-per-view options. There is a bath and a shower with a toilet, so it is “en-suit”. We have airconditioning we can control from the room. We even have a trouser press and a small coffee table.

The room is very clean, and quite big. The staircase we walked up was dirty. 

We do not need to share a bathroom. 

The weather

What is the weather like today? Or How is the weather today?

It is sunny.

It is rainning.

It is cloudy

It is cold.

It is warm.

It is hot.

It is foggy.

It is icy.

It is snowing.

