PREINTERMEDIATE

1.4 - 1 

A
What’s the time?

B
It’s five past one.

2

A
 What time is our meeting tomorrow?

B
10.30,1 think.

A
Are you sure?

B
I’ll just have a look in my diary. Here we are. No. It’s at ten o’clock in my office.

A
OK. Thanks.

3 

A
When does the programme start? B Which programme?

A
You know, that new series about plants that we want to record.

B
Oh yes, just a minute. Er. At twenty past nine.

A
Well, we should set the timer then, because we’re going out at nine.

4

A
Excuse me. What time does the next train leave?

B
The London train?

A
Yes.

B
Twenty-three minutes past two.

A
Thank you.

5

A
You’re listening to Radio West on 96.9 FM. It’s 1 8 minutes past three on this Wednesday afternoon.

B
Oh, I must go. The bus goes at twenty past.

6

A
Hello.

B
Good morning. This is your wake-up call. It’s quarter to eight. Have a nice day.

A
Thank you.

7 

A 
Good afternoon. Gino’s.

B
Oh, hello. Could I reserve a table for this evening, please?

A
Certainly. What time, madam?

B
Half past seven, please.

A
How many people is it for?

B
Two, please.

A
What name is it?

B
Baker.

A
And a telephone number, please?

B
896573.

A
Thank you, Ms Baker. We’ll see you at 7.30 this evening. Goodbye.

8

A
Could I make an appointment with Dr Clark, please?

B
Yes, can you come tomorrow morning at 11.00?

A
No, I’m sorry. Tomorrow’s no good for me, I’m afraid. Have you got anything on Thursday morning?

B
Just a moment. Is twenty-five past eleven all right?

A
Yes, that’s fine. Thank you.

B
What name is it, please?

A
Mrs K. Walker.

B
So that’s 11 .25 on Thursday, Mrs Walker.

A
Thank you. Goodbye. 9 A Hello. ABC Taxis.

B
Could I book a taxi to the airport, please?

A
Certainly. Which day?

B
Tomorrow.

A
And what time do you want the taxi?

B
At ten to twelve, please.

A
Fine. What’s the address, please?

B
It’s 1 28 Carlton Street ...

1.5

Every hour nearly 1 5,000 babies are born. The world’s population increases by 9,300, and the world spends over $100 million on weapons. In a lifetime of 65 years the average person watches television for 1 2 years, and sleeps for almost 22 rears.

Your heart beats approximately 75 times in a minute. In that same 60 seconds you breathe in about 1 8 times and you blink 17 times. You lose between 50 and 100 hairs and more than a litre of ;sweat daily.

n one hour the world drinks 22,500,000 Coca​Colas. McDonald’s hamburger shops serve 916,500 customers. People buy enough BIC ballpoint pens to draw a line round the equator 160 times. In one year people in Britain drink 73 billion cups of ea. Per head they eat 65 loaves of bread and 157eggs. Each person drinks 216 pints of milk, 50 bottles of wine and 207 pints of beer. But Britain is

9.2

Receptionist 
Good evening, sir.

Guest 
Good evening. Do you have a reservation in the name of Jones, please?

Receptionist 
Just a minute, sir. Yes, here we are. Mr Alan Jones. Would you like a single room or a double, Mr Jones?

Guest 
I’d prefer a double, if you’ve got one.

Receptionist 
And how many nights are you  staying?

Guest 
Three.

Receptionist 
Fine. Well, could you just fill in the  registration form and sign it at the bottom,  please?

Guest 
Yes, certainly.

Receptionist 
And how do you want to settle the bill?

Guest 
By credit card, if that’s all right.

Receptionist 
Yes, of course. Could I just take an imprint of the card, sir?

Guest 
Yes, here you are.

Receptionist 
Thank you. And will you require a newspaper and a wake-up call in the morning?

Guest 
Yes, I’d like The Times and a call at 7.30, please.

Receptionist 
7.30. Very good, sir. Here’s your key. Your room number is 429. The lift is over there. Do you need any help with your luggage?

Guest
No, thank you. I’ve only got a small suitcase.

Receptionist
Well, enjoy your stay 

Guest
Thank you.

9.7

Smart shopping. Would it be a good thing? Well, let’s consider some of the advantages and disadvantages. The supermarkets think that it would be a good thing. It would be quicker and there would be no queues at the checkouts. They also think that prices would come down, because they wouldn’t need

checkout assistants. So they would save money. course, the checkout assistants wouldn’t like that.
Inc

They’d lose their jobs. But would the stores really need fewer people? They wouldn’t need checkout assistants, but they’d need technicians to look after and repair the machines. And technicians earn more money than checkout  assistants. The shops would also need more security guards and they’d need assistants to help customers hen there were problems.  that about the shoppers? What would happen if you put something back on the shelves? What would happen if a child put extra things in the trolley or ran the pen over lots of things on the shelves? Would people really trust the computers? You can watch an assistant and you can argue with an assistant, but you can’t with a computer. And what would happen

if there was a power cut?

Finally, what about security? The stores believe that the security arches would stop shoplifters. But how would shoppers feel about the arches? If you just forgot to scan something in the trolley. the alarm would ring when you went through the arch. Everyone in the store would look at you. Wouldn’t that be a bit embarrassing?

Smart shopping sounds very simple, but would it need smart shoppers?

10.9

Interviewer ‘
Pleasure is the beginning and the end of living happily.’ Those are the words of the Greek philosopher Epicurus, who lived 2,300 years ago. People have always tried to find pleasure and today we have many more pleasures than the Ancient Greeks had. And yet we still don’t know a lot about this important part of life. Here in the studio is Dr Jonathan Shamberg. Good evening, Dr Shamberg.

Dr Shamberg 
Good evening. It’s a pleasure to be here.

Interviewer 
Yes, indeed. Well, what things give people most pleasure?

Dr Shamberg 
We don’t all enjoy the same things. Pleasure means different things to different people. Some people get pleasure from jumping out of aeroplanes or driving at 200 kph. For others pleasure comes from relaxing in a hot bath or playing with children. Doing a crossword or repairing the car give other people pleasure.

Interviewer 
What’s the purpose of pleasure? Why does it exist?

Dr Shamberg
Well, if pleasure didn’t exist, we wouldn’t exist. Pleasure is important for human survival. If we want to survive, we have to do three things — eat, have children, and get on with each other. If these things give pleasure, we want to do them. So we survive. That’s why we get so much pleasure from food, being in love, and socializing.

Interviewer 
But what is pleasure?

Dr Shamberg
Pleasure is a chemical reaction in the brain. When we do something that we enjoy, endorphins and noradrenaline are produced. These stimulate pleasure centres in the brain.

Interviewer
And is pleasure good for you?

Dr Shamberg 
Oh yes. The happier you are the

longer you will live. But it isn’t the great moments of pleasure that are important. Happy people enjoy the ordinary everyday things of life, like cooking a meal, going for a walk or chaffing with a friend.

Interviewer 
I see. Well, let’s talk some more about your research into pleasure ...

4.3

Hello, Waterman International. Mr Waterman’s office. I’m afraid there’s nobody in the office at the moment, but if you leave your name and number, Mr Waterman will get back to you as soon as possible. Please speak after the tone. Thank you.

Peter 
Oh, hi, Jack. This is Peter here. Look, I’m phoning about the results of that Dutch project. They look interesting. Anyway, I’ll put them in the post. OK? Bye.

Wife
Hello, darling. I’m afraid I’m still in France. My meeting is taking longer than I expected. I probably won’t be back till tomorrow. But I’m sure you’ll be OK without me for just one more night. Anyway, I’ll give you a ring this evening. Will you be in? I’ll try about bedtime. Bye.

Sarah Jones 
Hello, Mr Waterman. This is Sarah Jones. I’m afraid I’m stuck in a traffic jam on the M25, so I probably won’t be there till about half past two. I hope that won’t be too late. I’ll give you the number of my mobile in case you want to call me back. It’s 0860 639270. Thank you. Goodbye.

Dennis 
Jack? Dennis. I’m just returning your call. I’m working at home this afternoon, so can you phone me there? That’s 577 9898.

Mother     Oh, er Jack, dear. Oh, it’s your mother, erm er I, oh, I hate these silly machines. I, oh it doesn’t matter.

Teresa 
Hello, Jack. This is Teresa. I just wanted to talk to you about the new adverts. As you’re not there, I’ll have a chat with the agency this morning. Should be interesting. I’m off to the States today for a week, so I’ll drop you a line before I go. And I’ll be in touch when I get back. Bye.

Son
Yo, Dad. I’m going out now and then we’re going to a party tonight. So I don’t know when I’ll be back. (Hey, stop it, look I’m talking to my dad here.) Sorry about that, Dad. Anyway, look, I’m just ringing to say, will it be all right if I take the car? Thanks, Dad.

4.8

Part 1

The train crossed into Bulgaria at two o’clock in the morning. Then it stopped and suddenly there were a lot of policemen on the train.

‘What’s happening?’ I said in Italian to the old man next to me.

‘I don’t know,’ he said.

Then two policemen came into our carriage, a tall thin one and a short fat one. They looked at everybody carefully ... and then they looked at me again.

‘Come with us, please,’ the fat policeman said in English.

‘What? Me?’ I said. ‘Why? What’s the matter?’ ‘Is this your bag?’ the tall policeman asked. I began to ask a question, but policemen never like questions from young men. So I stayed quiet and went with them.

In the station building there were a lot more policemen, and some people from the train. They were all young people, I saw. Some were afraid. some were bored. The police looked in everybody’s bags, and then the people went back to the train. My two policemen took me to a table. ‘Your passport, please,’ the fat policeman said, ‘and open your bag.’

They looked at my passport and began to look through my bag.

‘Aha!’ the tall policeman said suddenly. All my dirty shirts and clothes were out on the table.

Part 2

The policeman picked up my bag and turned it over. Onto the table, out of my bag, fell packet after packet of American dollars. Nice, new dollars. Fifty dollar notes in big packets. A lot of money.

My mouth opened, and stayed open. ‘50,000 ... 100,000 ... 150,000 ... there’s 200,000 dollars here,’ the tall policeman said. ‘What an interesting bag, Mr Tom Walsh.’

‘But it’s not my bagl’ I shouted. There was a big happy smile on that policeman’s

face. ‘Well,’ he said, ‘it’s got your name on it. Look! So I looked, and of course there was my name, and yes, of course it was my bag. So how did 200,000 American dollars get into my bag?

‘You cannot bring US dollars into the country,’ the fat policeman said.

‘But I didn’t bring them,’ I said quickly. ‘They’re not my dollars. I never saw them before in my life, and—’ There was a lot of noise in the station. I looked out of the window and saw my train. Slowly, it began to move.

‘Hey! I shouted, ‘that’s my train—’ The tall policeman laughed.

‘Oh no,’ he said. ‘You’re not getting back on that train. You’re staying here with us, in our beautiful country,’ he smiled, happily.

Part 3

So I never got to Sofia on Saturday. I was very unhappy about that. I wanted to have a little talk with Melanie and Carol, ask them one or two questions, you know. You’re a nice guy, Tom. See you in Sofia, OK? Take you to the best restaurant in town. Yeah. Great. And I never got down to Cyprus or North Africa that winter. Oh well, you live and learn. It’s not an easy life in prison. But it’s warm in winter, and the food’s not bad. And I’m meeting some interesting people. There’s a man from Georgia — Boris, his name is. He comes from a place by the Black Sea. He’s a great guy. When we get out of here, he and I are going down to Australia ... Brisbane perhaps, or Sydney. Get a job on a ship, start a new life. Yeah, next year will be OK.

5.5

1

Customer 
How much is this jacket?

Assistant
 It’s £62.

Customer
 Have you got it in brown?

Assistant 
Let me see. Yes, here you are.

Customer 
Yes, yes, that looks fine. I’ll take it.

Assistant 
Thank you. Anything else?

Customer 
No, thank you, that’s all.

2

Assistant 
Can I help you?

Customer 
Oh, no, thank you. I’m only looking. Assistant OK. Let me know if you need any help.

Customer 
Thank you.

3

Assistant 
Can I help you?

Customer 
Yes, I’d like to try these shoes in a size 4, please.

Assistant 
Yes, just a moment. ... I’m sorry but we’ve only got them in a four and a half. Do you want to try them on?

Customer 
Erm, yes, all right. ... No, I’m afraid they’re too big.

Assistant 
Would you like to try anything else?

Customer 
No, I’ll leave it. Thanks anyway.

Assistant 
Thank you.

4 

Customer 
Excuse me. Could I try these jeans on, please?

Assistant 
Certainly. The changing rooms are over there.

Customer 
Thank you.

Assistant 
Are they all right?

Customer 
No, I’m afraid they’re too tight. Have you got them in a larger size? 

Assistant 
Yes, here you are.

Customer 
Thank you.

Assistant 
Are they any better?

Customer 
Yes, they’re fine. I’ll take them. How much are they?

Assistant 
They’re £34.

5

Could
I have this jumper, please?

Assistant 
Certainly. Anything else?

Customer 
Yes, have you got any grey tights?

Assistant 
Are these OK?

Customer 
No, they aren’t dark enough.

Assistant 
What about these?

Customer 
Oh yes, they’ll be fine.

Assistant 
s that all?

Customer 
Yes, thank you.

Assistant 
Well, that’s £22.90 altogether then, please.

6.2

Conversation 1

Tourist
 Excuse me. Could you tell me how to get Rc to the station, please?

Passer-by 
The station. Let me see ... Oh yes. Go down this road. Take the second, no, the third turning on the left. That’s Canning Street.

Tourist 
Canning Street?

Passer-by 
Yes. Go along Canning Street and carry Pr on until you come to the second set of traffic lights. Turn right there and you’ll see a bridge in front of you. Don’t go under the bridge. The Ku station is on the left just before it.

Tourist 
So that’s down here and take the third turning on the left.

Passer-by
Yes, then carry on along there ...

Tourist
Till I come to some traffic lights.

Passer-by 
To the second set of traffic lights. It’s a big crossroads and there’s a BP garage on the corner. You can’t miss it.

Tourist 
So to the second set of traffic lights, then turn right?

Passer-by 
Yes, turn right and the entrance to the station is just before the bridge — between the bridge and the garage, in fact.

Tourist 
And how far is it?

Passer-by 
Oh, it’s a good ten minutes’ walk.

Conversation 2

Tourist 
Excuse me. Can you tell me where the George Hotel is?

First passer-
 No, I’m sorry, love. I’m a stranger here myself. Pr

Tourist 
Excuse me. Do you know where the
Ku George Hotel is?

Second passer-by 
The George? Yes, of course. Pr It’s in Carlton Square opposite the clock tower. K~

Tourist 
How do I get there?

Second passer-by

 Oh, it’s quite easy to find. Turn left here just past the zebra crossing. Then go straight on for about a hundred yards and you’ll come to Carlton Square on your right. When you turn into the square, you’ll see the clock tower, and the George Hotel is on the right next to the post office.

Tourist 
Thank you very much.

Second passer-by 
Oh, not at all. I think the hotel car park is behind the hotel, by the way.

Tourist 
Oh, thank you.

6.5

Presenter 
In this week’s edition of If was a normal day we hear stories from Robin, Katherine and David. They tell us about normal days which became very unusual days. First Robin’s story.

Robin 
It was nearly ten years ago, so I was about22.I was working as a builder at the time and I was also the singer with a band in my free time. Anyway, we were building some houses near Farnham in Surrey. It was about half past ten in the morning and most of the other men were having their tea break. They were listening to the radio. I was working on the roof of one of the houses. There was another guy near me. He was painting the windows of the next house. Well, as I said, I sang with a band in my free time and we’d made a record, called Wild One. None of the other guys at work knew about it. Anyway, it came on the radio. The man painting the windows said, ‘Great. I think this record’s stunning. If it doesn’t reach number one, I’ll eat my paint brush.’ I felt very excited when he said that, but I didn’t say anything. But then when the record finished the Di came on 

and said, ‘There, straight into the charts this week at number 11 is Wild One’.

Presente
What did you do?

Robin 
Well, that was enough for me. I climbed down the ladder. I gave my bag of tools to the other guys and said, ‘Here, you can have these. I’m off.’ And I left. Two weeks later our record hit number one and we had several more hits after that.

Presenter
So a normal day became the start of an exciting new life for

Robin. 
For Katherine it was also the start of a new life, but ...

Katherine
Oh yes, it was a normal day — a very normal day. That was the problem. It was two years ago now — about eight o’clock in the evening.

Presenter 
What were you doing?

Katherine
We were sitting in the living room. My husband was sitting in an armchair. He was reading the paper, as he always did. I was sitting on the sofa. I was knitting. Our daughter was expecting a baby, you see — our first grandchild — and I was knitting a little cardigan for it. Yellow, it was. There was a quiz show on the TV. It was Sfrike it Lucky. Isn’t it interesting how you remember these details? But we weren’t really watching it.

Presenter 
And what happened?

                 Katherine Well, as I said, we were just having a normal evening at home, when suddenly my husband put down his newspaper and said, ‘I’m sorry, but I can’t stand this any longer. I’m totally bored with our marriage. I don’t love you and I want a divorce.

Presenter
How did you feel?

Katherine 
Well, I was stunned. I didn’t know what to think or feel.

Presenter 
What did you do?

Katherine 
I didn’t do anything. It’s funny but I just carried on with the cardigan. But my husband went upstairs and packed a suitcase. When he came downstairs I was still knitting. I just couldn’t believe what was happening. He said, ‘I’m leaving,’ and I said, ‘Would you like a cup of tea first?’ I don’t know why I said that. It just came out automatically. Anyway, he just said, ‘Oh my GodI Is that all you can say?’ I wanted to talk about it, but he wasn’t interested. He just picked up his suitcase and left.

Presenter 
Finally we come to David’s story  David
 is a bank manager.

David 
Oh yes, I can remember it as if it was yesterday. I was at work at the time — at the bank. I was having a meeting with my staff. We were all sitting around the big table in my office. It was a rather boring meeting, but most meetings are, I suppose. Anyway, while Sarah Harvey, the assistant manager, was speaking, my secretary came in and said, ‘There’s a phone call for you.’ Well, normally my secretary doesn’t interrupt meetings for phone calls. She takes a message. So I was surprised when she came in. ‘It’s your wife,’ she said. ‘She says it’s urgent.’ I was rather worried at this. My wife doesn’t panic easily.

Presenter 
What did you do?

David 
I went into the secretary’s office and I picked up the phone. My wife answered, but immediately a man’s voice came on the line. He said, ‘We’ve got your wife and children here. Listen and follow my instructions and they’ll be all right.’ I was shocked, but I listened to the instructions. ‘In ten minutes’ time,’ he said, ‘a man in a green jumper will come into your bank. Give him all the money from the safe. When he telephones me, we’ll release your family.’ And then he put the phone down.

Presenter 
What did you do?

David 
Well, I just did as he said. I had no choice. It was very worrying at the time, but everyone was all right in the end. The police found some of the money, but they never caught the men.

7.5

When he left school, Maximilian also started work on the family farm. But he soon became bored. Country life wasn’t for him. And so at the age of 18 he left the village. He’s only been back three times since then. He went to Buenos Aires and there he got a job on a ship that was sailing to the USA. On the ship he met a rich American businessman. He liked Maximilian and offered him a job. Maximilian learnt quickly and in the next ten years he made a lot of money on Wall Street. He became a millionaire when he was only 25. Since then he has been part of the international jet set. He’s had three wives. When he was 30 he married a beautiful model, but she died two years later in a car crash. His second and third marriages both ended in divorce. For the last ten years he has lived alone in his luxury villa in the Bahamas. His family life has not been happy. Two years ago his son went to prison. One of his two daughters has become a drug addict. He’s been on television several times and the newspapers have followed his life closely. For the whole of his life he has loved to travel. He’s visited almost every country in the world. ‘Yes, I’ve made a lot of money. I’ve been everywhere and I’ve done everything. But has it made me happy? Not really. Now look at my brother, Emilio. For seventy years his life hasn’t changed at all. But he’s happy. Yes, Emilio is a happy man.’

8.3

Waiter
 Good afternoon.

Customer 1
Have you got a table for two, please?

Waiter 
This way, please.

Waiter 
The menu.

Customer 1
Thank you.

Waiter 
The soup of the day is leek and potato. Would you like an aperitif while you’re deciding?

Customer 1 
Yes, please. A mineral water for me.

Waiter 
Still or sparkling?

Customer 1 
Sparkling, please.

Customer 2 
And I’ll have a gin and tonic, please.

Waiter 
Thank you.

Waiter 
A mineral water and a gin and tonic. Are you ready to order?

Customer 2 
Yes. Could I have the melon and the halibut, please?

Waiter 
Would you like salad or vegetables, French fries or a jacket potato with the halibut?

Customer 2
 Salad and a jacket potato, please. Customer 1 And I’ll have the soup followed by

the Iamb chops. And I’d like that with salad and French fries, please.

Waiter 
Thank you. Would you like wine with the meal?

Customer 1
 Yes, could we have a bottle of house red, please?

Waiter 
Thank you.

Waiter 
The halibut?

Customer 2 
Yes. That’s for me, please.

Waiter 
And the Iamb chops. Enjoy your meal.

Customer 1 
Thank you.

Customer 1
How’s the halibut?

Customer 2 
Fine. What about your Iamb?

Customer1
Delicious.

Waiter
Is everything all right?

Customer 1
Yes, thank you. Could we have two more glasses of mineral water, please?

Waiter 
Certainly, right away.

Waiter 
Would you like any dessert?

Customer1
Well, I’m full. What about you?

Customer 2
 Not for me, thanks. But I’d like a cup of coffee.

Customer 1
And I’ll have a tea, please.

Waiter 
So that’s one coffee and one tea.

Customer 1
Yes, and could I have the bill, please?

Waiter 
Did you enjoy your meal?

Customer1
Yes, thank you. It was very nice. Could I have a receipt for the bill, please?

Waiter 
Of course. Here you are.

Customer 1 
Thank you.

11.2

Ray Porter
Oh, I must phone Kathy Seaton and tell her that I’m going to be in London next week. Now where’s the number? Ah, here we are — Nuffleld Electronics, 0171 453 8972.

Telephonist
Good morning. Nuffield Electronics. My name’s Tracy. How may I help you?

Ray Porter 
Oh, good morning. Could I have extension 233, please?

Telephonist One moment, please. I’m sorry, caller, there’s no reply.

Ray Porter 
OK. I’ll try again later.

Ray Porter 
Well, let’s try Kathy again.

Telephonist 
Good afternoon. Nuffield Electronics. My name’s Tracy. How may I help you?

Ray Porter 
Could I speak to Kathy Seaton, please? 

Telephonist 
One moment, please. I’m sorry, the line’s engaged. Would you like to hold?

Ray Porter 
Yes, OK. I’ll hang on. 

Telephonist 
I’m sorry to keep you. I’m afraid the line’s still busy.

Ray Porter 
Well, can I leave a message for her?

Telephonist 
Just one moment, please. I’m just putting you through to her secretary. Man Hello, Sales Department.

Ray Porter 
Hello. Could I leave a message for Kathy Seaton, please?

Man 
I’m sorry. I think you’ve got the wrong extension. Just one moment, please.

Telephonist 
Hello. Switchboard.

Man 
Could you transfer this call to Kathy Seaton, please?

Telephonist 
Right, I’m just putting you through now.

Secretary 
Hello, extension 233, Kathy Seaton’s office.

Ray Porter 
Hello. My name’s Ray Porter. Could I leave a message for Kathy, please?

Secretary 
Certainly, Mr Porter.

Ray Porter
Could you tell her that I’m going to be in London next Tuesday? Can we get together for a meal?

Secretary 
Oh, I’m sorry, Mr Porter, but Mrs Seaton is going to be in Japan all next week. Mr Porter? Mr Porter? Strange. He’s hung up.

11.6

1Woman 

The most difficult event for me was the Wall. We had to climb this huge wall. It’s over 10 metres high. That was bad enough, but then after 10 seconds two of the Gladiators followed us up the wall. They had to try and pull us off the wall before we got to the top. Scorpio was chasing me and Jet was chasing the other contender. I told myself: don’t look down. I knew that if I looked down and saw Scorpio, that would be the end. So I had to climb and climb and ignore this Gladiator behind me. But I did it. I reached the top of the wall and I got ten points for that. The other girl wasn’t so lucky. Jet caught her and pulled her off the wall.

2Man

I remember Hang Tough the best. I was against Saracen. He’s really good at this event. In Hang Tough there’s a platform each side of the arena. I was on one and Saracen was on the other one. Between us there were sixty rings —about 1 2 feet off the ground. Anyway I had to swing across the arena and get to Saracen’s platform. He had to try and stop me. Well, I was about halfway across when he caught me. He put his legs round me, but he didn’t pull me down. I hung on for the whole minute and so I scored five points. That was the longest minute of my 

whole life and I’m sure my arms were longer afterwards. But I did it. I scored five points against Saracen. And that felt really great!

3Man 

Ah yes! Duel. That was the shortest event for me. I was on a platform and Trojan was on another platform. Now Trojan is big, and I mean big with a capital B. Well, we both had a big stick — called a pugh stick — and we had to knock each other off the platform or stay on the platform for 60 seconds. 60 seconds! I didn’t last six seconds. Trojan swung his stick and whoompf I was on the floor. Incredible.

12.2

1

A
Peter and I are getting married.

B 
Congratulations! When’s the happy day? 

2 

A 
I’ve got an interview for a job today.

B 
Good luck! I’ll keep my fingers crossed for you. 3 A John can’t play today. It seems he’s had an

accident.

B

Oh dear. It’s nothing serious, I hope.

4 

A 
Did you know Tony and Rosie have split up?

B 
Oh, really? When did that happen?

5

A 
I won the gold medal in the race.

B 
Well done! I knew you could do it. 

6

A 
I’m expecting a baby.

B 
That’s wonderful news! When’s it due?

7

A
I’m afraid I failed my driving test.

B

Oh well, never mind. Better luck next time! 

8 

A
Have you heard? Sue had her baby on

Saturday.

B

Oh wonderful! Was it a boy or a girl?

9

A
 Happy Birthday, Mummy!

B

Thank you very much. How sweet of you.

12.5

Pure gold is rare. It’s been used for over 6,000 years, but there are still only about 110,000 tons in the world. It is usually mixed with other metals. The proportion of gold is shown in carats. Pure gold is 24 carat and the cheapest is 9 carat. The word carat comes from the Greek word, keration, which means a carob seed. These seeds were used to weigh gold and diamonds.

Most gold today is found in South Africa (61 2 tons a year) and North America (459 tons a year). About 83% of it is used for jewellery. Of the rest about 9% is used by industry, about 6% is used for coins and 2% is made into gold teeth. Gold is usually found in very small pieces or ‘nuggets’. The largest nugget, the Holtermann Nugget, was found in 1872 in Australia. It weighed 214 kilograms.

The largest reserves of gold are held in the USA in the Federal Reserve Bank and Fort Knox. The second biggest stores are held by the Bank of England and the Bank of France. Not all of this gold belongs to the governments of these countries. A lot of it is owned by companies, other governments, and individuals. When gold is bought and sold, it isn’t usually moved. Only the names on a piece of paper are changed. The gold itself stays in the bank. The first gold coins were used in Turkey in 670 BC. But gold has always been accepted as money anywhere in the world. Sailors, for example, used to wear a gold earring. If they were shipwrecked, they could pay to get home again. Gold is still given to military pilots for the same reason.

People have always been fascinated by gold. How many crimes have been committed and how many lives have been lost for it? The gold of the Pharaohs was stolen from their tombs in the Pyramids. The Inca and Aztec empires were destroyed for gold. Hundreds of men died in the jungles of South America as they searched for the golden city of Eldorado. In 1849 thousands of people left their homes to join the California Gold Rush. Many were killed by Indians, outlaws and disease.

13.2

Customer 
Hello. Could you give me some information about flight times to Istanbul, please?

Clerk
When do you want to travel?

Customer
I want to leave on 22 November and return on December 3.

Clerk
Well, on the 22nd there’s a flight at 1 2.25. That gets to Istanbul at 1 6.40.

Customer
Hmm. That’s a bit late.

Clerk
Well, there’s an evening flight on the 21st at 18.05. It arrives in Istanbul at 22.30.

Customer 
I see. What about the return flight?

Clerk
Yes, what was the date again?

Customer
3 December.

Clerk
There’s a flight at 8.30 in the morning. That arrives at 1 2.50.

Customer
OK. Well, can I book the flights on the 21st and the 3rd then, please?

Clerk
Certainly. What name is it, please?

Customer
Hello. Have you got any seats available on March 1 2 or April 5?

Clerk
Let me see. No. I’m afraid 1 2 March is fully booked, and 5 April is fully booked, too.

Customer
Oh dear.

Clerk
We have some seats available on 10 May or 1 7 May. Otherwise it’s June or July.

Customer
No, well, I think 10 May is OK.

Clerk
How many seats do you need?

Customer
Three.

Clerk
Well, we’ve got three seats in Row J ...

Clerk
Hello. Can I help you?

Customer
Yes, I’ve got an appointment with Doctor Clark on 26 August, but I’m afraid I can’t make it. Can I change it to another date, please?

Clerk
Hmm. Well, there’s nothing left in August now.

Customer
That’s all right. It’s only for a check​up.

Clerk 
Can you come on 8 September at 3.30?

Customer 
Yes, that’s fine.

Clerk 
What name is it, please?

