1. GENERAL STRUCTURE OF THE SENTENCE
The two fundamental parts of every English sentence are the complete subject and the predicate. The complete subject is normally the topic of the sentence, and the predicate is what is asserted of that topic. The following are some examples:
	COMPLETE 
	
	
	
	

	SUBJECT 
	+
	PREDICATE
	=
	SENTENCE 

	The woman
	+
	accepted the job.
	=
	The woman accepted the job. 

	She 
	+
	is very smart.
	=
	She is very smart. 

	She
	+
	writes well.
	=
	She writes well. 

	Few people
	+ 
	write well today.
	= 
	Few people write well today. 


The complete subject may or may not be identical to the simple subject. The complete subject is the entire noun phrase, including the head noun and any modifiers (e.g., the and few) of that noun, that occurs in subject position in a sentence. The simple subject is either the pronoun or the head noun of a complete subject. Thus, in the examples above, the simple subject within each complete subject is highlighted in red. 
Every predicate has at least one verb. In the examples above, the verb in each predicate is highlighted in red. 

	2.
	THE SIX BASIC SENTENCE PATTERNS IN ENGLISH 


There are six basic sentence patterns in English. The patterns differ on the basis of what type of complement structure they have within the predicate. As you remember from chapter 1, verbs may be transitive (occurring with a direct object) or intransitive (occurring without a direct object). This is, as we will be fond of repeating throughout this book, on a variety of issues, "not the whole story." The direct object is one of five "verb complements" in English, verb complements being either nouns or adjectives that "complete" the meaning of the verb. These five verb complements with their verbs and subjects and the intransitive verb pattern compose the six basic sentence patterns in English. 

We shall take up each of these six basic sentence patterns along with their characteristic verb complements in the following pages.
SENTENCE PATTERN ONE: 
NO VERB COMPLEMENT
The first pattern of the six basic sentence patterns in English is the simplest--one without a verb complement, as verb complements are defined in traditional grammar. The following examples exemplify this first pattern: 

1. Birds fly. 
2. Birds fly in the sky. 

Example (1) is prototypically of the first pattern, with no complement within the verb phrase. Example (2), although containing a prepositional phrase within the verb phrase, is nevertheless considered of the first pattern since prepositional phrases are not classified as verb complements for the reason that they are adverbial. In traditional grammar, all verb complements are either nouns or adjectives.
SENTENCE PATTERN TWO: 
DIRECT OBJECT VERB COMPLEMENT
The second pattern of the six basic sentence patterns in English has as its defining characteristic the presence of a direct object. Direct objects are noun phrases that come immediately after the verb. The following examples exemplify this second pattern: 

1. Boys love girls. 
2. Girls love boys. 
3. Boys love girls without concern for their fortunes. 
4. Girls love boys without concern for their fortunes. 

All examples in (1)-(4) contain direct objects, highlighted in red. 
SENTENCE PATTERN THREE: 
INDIRECT AND DIRECT OBJECT VERB COMPLEMENTS
The third pattern of the six basic sentence patterns in English has as its defining characteristic the presence of both indirect and direct objects. I said in the discussion of pattern two that direct objects are noun phrases that come immediately after the verb. They have one other position in English, following the indirect object. Indirect objects do always come immediately after the verb. The following examples exemplify the third pattern. Subjects are labeled as "SUBJ," indirect objects as "IO," and direct objects as "DO": 

SUBJ IO DO 
1. He gave me a dog. 

SUBJ IO DO 
2. I sold Bill my old car. 

SUBJ IO DO 
3. Mary baked me a pie. 

Sentences with indirect objects can usually be rewritten with the noun phrase of the indirect object occurring not as an indirect object but as an object of a preposition, as in the following. Compare (4) to (1), (5) to (2), and (6) to (3). The object of the preposition is labeled "OBJP." 

SUBJ DO OBJP 
4. He gave a dog to me. 

SUBJ DO OBJP 
5. I sold my old car to Bill. 

SUBJ DO OBJP 
6. Mary baked a pie for me. 

SENTENCE PATTERN FOUR: 
PREDICATE NOMINATIVE VERB COMPLEMENT
The fourth pattern of the six basic sentence patterns in English has as its defining characteristic the presence of a predicate nominative verb complement. The predicate nominative is a noun or a pronoun that redefines, renames, or classifies the subject of the sentence. The verb in a predicate nominative construction is always a linking verb, such as be, seem, or become. In the following examples, subjects are labeled as "SUBJ," linking verbs as "LV," and predicate nominatives as "PN." 

SUBJ LV PN 
He became a father. 

SUBJ LV PN 
She is my wife. 

SUBJ LV PN 
He seemed a fool. 

SENTENCE PATTERN FIVE: 
PREDICATE ADJECTIVE VERB COMPLEMENT
The fifth pattern of the six basic sentence patterns in English has as its defining characteristic the presence of a predicate adjective verb complement. The predicate adjective is an adjective that characterizes the subject of the sentence. The verb in a predicate adjective construction, like the verb in a predicate nominative construction, is always a linking verb, such as be, seem, smell, look, taste, or become. In the following examples, subjects are labeled as "SUBJ," linking verbs as "LV," and predicate adjectives as "PADJ." 

SUBJ LV PADJ 
The chicken tasted sweet. 

SUBJ LV PADJ 
He looked hideous. 

SUBJ LV PADJ 
She became angry. 

SENTENCE PATTERN SIX: 
DIRECT OBJECT AND OBJECTIVE COMPLEMENT VERB COMPLEMENTS 

The sixth pattern of the six basic sentence patterns in English has as its defining characteristic the presence as verb complements of both a direct object and an objective complement. We have met the direct object earlier. An objective complement is a noun or an adjective that occurs after the direct object and that describes the direct object. In the following examples, subjects are labeled as "SUBJ," verbs as "V," direct objects as "DO," and objective complements as "OBJCOMP." 

1. SUBJ V DO OBJCOMP 
I found him unpleasant. 

2. SUBJ V DO OBJCOMP 
She thought him silly. 

3. SUBJ V DO OBJCOMP 
The class made me a linguist. 

4. SUBJ V DO OBJCOMP 
He made me angry. 

If a sentence has what one suspects to be an objective complement, one can usually insert "to be" or "into" between the direct object and the suspect objective complement, as in the following. Compare (5) with (1), (6) with (2), (7) with (3), and (8) with (4). Take your time, now: 

(5) I found him to be unpleasant. 
(6) She thought him to be silly. 
(7) The class made me into a linguist. 
(8) He made me to be angry. (This sentence stinks, 
but it works, barely.) 

II: The Structure of Tense, 
Aspect, and Voice 

This chapter will introduce you to some issues of tense, aspect, and voice in English.1 
The typical explanation of tense in traditional grammar books is incorrect and misleading. 

We are normally told that there are three tenses in English--past, present, and future. 
Formally, there are only two tenses in English--past and present. That is, there is no formal future tense in English. There is a way to communicate the semantics (or meaning) of future, but it is done in a way that is entirely different from the way the past and present are marked. 

Furthermore, there is an entire category of time marking in the English verb system that is normally not talked about, or it is inappropriately included as part of tense. This system is called aspect, and it marks the way in which an event reported by a verb is perceived relative to other events. 

Voice is relatively straightforward in English. I introduce voice in this chapter because it is marked in ways similar to tense and aspect. 

---------------------------- 

1My understanding and presentation of English aspect is influenced by T. Givon's English Grammar: A Function-Based Introduction (Amsterdam: John Benjamins, 1993). 

Speaking Time and Event Time
Verb tense and verb aspect cannot be understood without our first introducing two new terms: speaking time and event time. 
Speaking time is defined as the point in time of speaking or writing a text. Thus, I am writing now. Or if I were to speak, "I am saying now." Speaking time is the absolute present that we live in, or experience in consciousness, from moment to moment
Event time is defined as the time at which the reported event in the sentence occurs. If I wash my car at 12 noon on Wednesday, July 14, 1999, then the event time is 12 noon on Wednesday, July 14, 1999.
The following illustrations are probably going to sound odd and perversely convoluted to you. But if you work through them, more complicated issues of tense and aspect, which we will take up later in this chapter, will be easier to understand than they otherwise would be.
Assume that speaking time--now--is 12 noon on Thursday, July 15, 1999. Now, assume that the event--my washing my car--has an event time of 12 noon on Wednesday, July 14, 1999. In this scenario, the event time precedes the speaking time. If event time precedes speaking time, we use the past tense to report the event: "I washed my car yesterday." 
Now assume that the speaking time is the same and event time is now 12 noon Thursday, July 15, 1999. Event time and speaking time now overlap. If event time and speaking time overlap, we use the present tense to report the event: "I am washing my car now."
Finally, assume the speaking time is still the same and the event time is now 12 noon Friday, July 16, 1999. In this scenario, the event time follows the speaking time. If event time follows speaking time, we use a modal verb such as will or some other indicator of the semantic future tense to report the event: "I will be washing my car."
In the three scenarios above, we have altered the event time. We could as well alter the speaking time. 
The following figure illustrates the relationships among speaking time, event time, and the meaning of tense in English:
EVENT TIME EVENT TIME EVENT TIME
(PAST TENSE) (PRESENT TENSE) (FUTURE TENSE)
-------|---------------------------|--------------------------|-----------
SPEAKING TIME
(THE NOW) 
Figure 1: Tense
Be sure that you understand the system that figure 1 represents; when we get to aspect, the relationships among event time, speaking time, and what we will call reference time will be much more complex.
Tense 
The form of tense in English is a much more complicated issue than the semantics of tense in English for the reason that tense is marked irregularly and by a number of different formal patterns, both morphological and syntactic.
Past tense is most frequently marked by some version of the -ed suffix (either ed or d), which is called the "regular" past tense, as in the following:
	PRIVATE
Verb Base Form
	Past

	call
	called

	fish
	fished

	raise
	raised

	type
	typed


Table 1: Regular Past Tense 
The -ed suffix is called the "regular" past-tense form because it is the most common past-tense form and because it is the form used with new verbs in English. What, for example, would be the past-tense form of the imaginary verb jimp? Right: jimped.
Other verbs form their past tense by irregular morphological processes, as in the following:
	PRIVATE
Verb Base Form
	Past

	be
	was

	keep
	kept

	run
	ran

	take
	took


Table 2: Irregular Past Tense
The forms in table 2, and others like them, are called "irregular" verbs because their past-tense formation is unpredictable from the verb base form. English speakers and writers must simply memorize these forms.
The present tense in English is almost always marked by the verb base form, as in the following:
1. I write.
2. You write.
3. We write.
4. They write.
The regular exception to this generalization is the use of a version of the -es suffix (either es or s) to mark the presence of a third-person subject with a present-tense verb, as in the following:
	PRIVATE
Verb Base Form
	Third-Person Present

	write
	writes

	run
	runs

	fish
	fishes

	buzz
	buzzes


Table 3: Third-Person Present Tense
The so-called future tense in English is signaled by a variety of forms. The reason that linguists argue that there is no consistent formal future tense in English is that there is no suffix that signals that meaning, such as the -es does for the present and the -ed does for the past. Instead, all of the following signal the future tense:
5. I will run a race.
6. I run a race tomorrow.
7. I'm running a race next week.
In (5), a modal verb is used to signal the future; in (6), the verb form is in the present tense, but the future is signaled by the adverb tomorrow; in (7), the verb form is in the present progressive, as we will learn in the next few pages, but the future is signaled by the adverbial next week.
Aspect 
Aspect is sometimes misleadingly treated as tense in some traditional grammar books. Aspect is not tense but instead, roughly (for now), a classification of the variations in the way of viewing an event relative to other events.
For our purposes, there are two aspects in English: perfect and progressive. The two aspects frequently combine with forms that signal either past, present, or future tense. First, we will discuss form, then meaning.
Perfect Aspect
The perfect aspect is always signaled by a form of the verb have followed by the past participial form of the next verb, as in the following examples:
	PRIVATE

	TENSE
	ASPECT

	1. I have eaten.
	present
	perfect

	2. I had eaten. 
	past
	perfect

	3. I have walked.
	present
	perfect

	4. I had walked.
	past
	perfect


All of the verb phrases in sentences (1)--(4) are in the perfect aspect since all have a version of the verb have (here, either have or had) followed by a past participial form of the next verb (here, either eaten or walked). Tense is almost always registered on the first verb of a verb phrase. We see that the first verb in (1) is have, a present tense form. Thus, the complete tense and aspect of (1) is present perfect. 
Many students want to say that sentence (1) is in the past tense. It isn't. It is in the present tense. We know this because "I have a dog," for example, means that I presently have a dog. If we wanted to mean that I once had a dog but no longer do, we would have to say or write, "I had a dog."
In sentence (2), the first verb--had--is in the past tense. Thus, the full tense and aspect for sentence (2) is past perfect. The full tense and aspect for sentence (3) is present perfect, and for sentence (4) past perfect.
To get the tense and aspect of future perfect, one must use the modals will or shall, as in the following:
	PRIVATE

	TENSE
	ASPECT

	5. I will have eaten.
	future
	perfect

	6. I will have walked.
	future
	perfect


In (5) and (6), the modal will signals the future tense while have and the following past participials signal the perfect aspect. 
Voice 

One final distinction in verb form and semantics that we will cover in this chapter is voice. Voice refers to the semantic status of the subject of the sentence. In the active voice, the subject is the actor, the participant that causes the change occasioned by the event. In the passive voice, the subject is the undergoer, the participant that suffers the change occasioned by the event. 

	PRIVATE
Active:
	Passive:

	Mary groomed my dog.
	My dog was groomed by Mary.


In the active sentence "Mary groomed my dog," Mary is the subject/actor while my dog is the object/undergoer. In the passive sentence "My dog was groomed by Mary," my dog is the subject/undergoer while Mary is the prepositional object/actor. 

The passive voice has three formal characteristics: 

· a form of the verb be 

· the following verb in the past participial form 

· an optional by prepositional phrase containing the actor 

The be and past participial verb occur last in the verb phrase, after aspect markers, as in the following examples: 

	PRIVATE

	TENSE/ASPECT
	VOICE

	My dog was being groomed.
	past progressive
	passive

	My dog is being groomed.
	present progressive
	passive

	My dog has been groomed.
	present perfect
	passive


In the sentences above, the forms that signal tense/aspect are highlighted in red, the forms that signal passive voice in blue. 

	PRIVATE
I: Parts of Speech 

Their conference was put an 
end to by the anxious young 
lover himself, who came to 
breathe his parting sigh 
before he set off for Wiltshire. 
Catherine wished to congratulate 
him, but knew not what to say, 
and her eloquence was only in 
her eyes. From them, however, 
the eight parts of speech shone 
out most expressively, and James 
could combine them with ease. 

Jane Austen 
Northanger Abbey 

Welcome to the parts-of-speech chapter! 
Parts of speech are not the most exciting topic in grammar, but the study of them does provide us with a useful shared vocabulary so that later in more complex and interesting topics we will be able to rely on shared vocabulary with shared meaning. 
Parts of speech are the fundamental building blocks of traditional grammar. You must learn them thoroughly in order to progress successfully through this book. Many students will already have a foundation in parts of speech. However, all students should pay close attention to this chapter since it is easy to become confused about some of the finer points of parts of speech (e.g., the various types of verbs) if students simply assume that they "already know" this material. 

We need this terminology. Just as you would not trust a physician who said that your "thingamabob is out of whack," no one will trust us, or understand us, as experts in the use and analysis of the English language if we simply say, "Your sentence thingamabobs are out of whack." 
The eight essential building blocks (parts of speech) of English traditional grammar are the following: 

1. nouns
2. pronouns
3. verbs
4. adjectives 
5. adverbs
6. prepositions
7. conjunctions
8. interjections 

In this chapter, we shall take each of these up in turn.


1. NOUNS 

Nouns name referents that are relatively stable in time and space. Thus, in the sentence 

"The dog chased the rabbit," 


the referents for the two nouns--dog and rabbit--are relatively more stable in time and space than the referent for the verb--chased. 

"Referents" are the "entities" or "events" or "qualities" in the world to which nouns, adjectives, adverbs, and verbs refer. Again, nouns name referents that are relatively stable in time and space. 

In the sentence above, the dog and the rabbit exist before the event occurs, and both continue to exist, we hope, after the event occurs. 

Syntactic and Morphological Frames
It is important to know that syntactic and morphological frames determine parts of speech, not abstract semantic descriptions. The term "syntactic frame" refers to the order of parts of speech in a sentence. Thus, we know that a noun, as subject, normally precedes a verb, as predicate; one syntactic frame for a verb is occurring after a noun. The term "morphological frame" refers to the presence of particular morphemes within a word. We know that an -ed suffix on a word most frequently indicates that that word is a verb; one morphological frame for a verb is, thus, the -ed suffix. We will refine the terms "syntactic frame" and "morphological frame" in the next few pages. For now, we will consider the general influence of context (that is, frames) on the interpretation of parts of speech. 
Is, for example, the form paints a noun or a verb? 

It depends! Consider examples (1) and (2): 

1. I like the quality of those paints. 

2. He paints his garage at least once every two years. 

In (1) paints occurs as a noun, while in (2) paints occurs as a verb. How do we know these two facts, given that the -s morphological ending on each of these words looks exactly the same? 

The answer is syntactic frames: 

In (1), the form paints occurs after a demonstrative adjective (those)--to be defined later in this chapter. Demonstrative adjectives are always followed by descriptive adjectives or nouns, in this case a noun--paints. 

In (2), the form paints occurs after a personal pronoun, which itself occurs at the beginning of the sentence. That position for a pronoun signals very strongly (although not absolutely) that it is the subject of the sentence. Sentence subjects are normally followed by verbs. Paints, in (2), follows a subject; paints is, therefore, a verb. 

2. PRONOUNS 
A pronoun is referential word that takes the place of a noun, usually when the referent for the noun is known about by both speaker and hearer. Thus consider the following strange sentence: 

Bowie chewed up the toy so that Bowie could get the squeaker out of the toy. 

The repetition of Bowie and the toy in the second clause is unnecessary since their referents are already known through having been introduced in the first clause. 
TERM: clause 
We will define this term more exactly later, but for now we can just say that a clause is a construction that may serve as a complete sentence or as part of a complete sentence with other clauses. The second clause in the sentence above begins with the word so.
Thus, a more normal sentence, conveying the same information, is the following: 

Bowie chewed up the toy so that he could get the squeaker out of it. 
In the second clause, which begins with the word so, the pronoun he, in blue, takes the place of the noun Bowie, also in blue. Also in the second clause, the pronoun it, in red, takes the place of the noun phrase the toy, also in red. 
There are seven types of pronouns: 

Demonstrative
Indefinite
Interrogative 
Personal 
Reciprocal 
Reflexive and Intensive 
Relative 
3. VERBS 

Verbs express an action or a state. There are several subclassifications of verbs in English. 
Main Verbs 

The first and most important subclassification is that of the main verb. 

The main verb is the last verb in the verb complex. The verb complex contains the main verb and all auxiliary verbs and modal verbs. If there is only one verb in the verb complex, that verb is necessarily the last and main verb. Thus, in the following sentences, the verbs highlighted in red are the main verbs. The verb complexes are enclosed by square brackets: 

[Verb Complex 
Main Verb] 
Flannery [wrote] her first novel. 

[Verb Complex 
Main Verb] 
Flannery [was writing] her first novel. 

[Verb Complex 
Main Verb] 
Flannery [has been writing] her first novel. 

[Verb Complex 
Main Verb] 
Flannery [might have been writing] her first novel.
4. ADJECTIVES
Adjectives modify nouns. There are five subtypes: 

1. Articles 
2. Demonstratives 
3. Descriptives 
4. Indefinites 
5. Numericals 

Article Adjectives: 

Articles (also known as determiners)--the or a/an--signal variations in identifiability. If a noun is modified with the "identifiable" article the, the speaker assumes that the referent for the noun is identifiable (roughly, "known") to the hearer. If a noun is modified with the "non-identifiable" article a/an, the speaker assumes that the referent for the noun is not identifiable (roughly, "unknown") to the hearer. Consider the following examples: 

1. I bought a dog. 

2. I bought the dog. 

If I utter sentence (1), I do not assume that my hearer knows about the dog already. However, if I utter sentence (2), I assume that my hearer somehow already knows about the dog, but not that I bought it. Perhaps, I had already talked with her about buying a dog. 

Consider also the following examples: 

3. Dear, there's a piece of spinach in your teeth. 

4.?Dear, there's the piece of spinach in your teeth. 

Example (4) is odd--marked by the preceding question mark--for obvious reasons. It signals that the hearer is already familiar with the piece of spinach in his or her teeth, that it is identifiable. 

5. ADVERBS 

Adverbs modify verbs, adjectives, sentences, and even other adverbs. The adverbial class is a most promiscuous class, forever resisting classification and control. The following examples illustrate: 

Modifying verb: 

He barks loudly. 

Modifying adjective: 

A really pretty dog followed me home. 

Modifying adverb: 

He ran very quickly down the sidewalk. 

Modifying sentence: 

Really, I'm not thinking about that. 

The adverbs are highlighted in red.
6. PREPOSITIONS 
Prepositions specify the relationship between the object of the preposition (the noun phrase that follows the preposition) and other words in the sentence, typically either a verb or a noun. Just a few of the very many different prepositions follow. You will learn to recognize prepositions more by their syntactic frames than by memorizing them individually: 


	PRIVATE
above
	beside
	for
	of
	to

	across
	beyond
	from
	on
	toward

	after
	by
	in
	out
	under

	among
	down
	inside
	over
	until

	beneath
	except
	into
	since
	with


In the following sentence, there are three prepositions, all highlighted in red: 

The dog ran across the field, under the fence, and through the trees. 

7. CONJUNCTIONS 

Conjunctions join words, phrases, or clauses together. There are two main types: coordinating and subordinating. 

Coordinating conjunctions 

Coordinating conjunctions join items of the same syntactic class. Thus, words are joined to words, phrases to phrases, dependent clauses to dependent clauses, and independent clauses to independent clauses. There are seven coordinating conjunctions: 

	PRIVATE
and
	for
	so
	yet

	or
	nor
	but
	


Once you have memorized these seven forms, anything else that looks like a conjunction must necessarily be a subordinating conjunction. The seven coordinating conjunctions are easy to memorize if you take them in three groups of two and the lone yet: "And-Or, For-Nor, So-But, Yet." Recite this line fourteen times, and you will have it committed to memory. 

Examples of coordinating conjunctions in action include the following: 

1. Words (in red) joined: 
friends or family 

2. Phrases (in red) joined: 
She likes single malt scotches and chocolate bonbons. 

3. Dependent clauses (in red) joined: 

Although I like Jane Austen's novels and although I like film, I am getting little weary of Hollywood adaptations of Austen's novels. 

4. Independent clauses (in red) joined: 

She wrote the letter, but he didn't mail it. 

8. INTERJECTIONS 

Interjections express emotion without grammatical function. Some of the many interjections in English follow: 

	PRIVATE
oh
	man
	dang
	huh

	fudge
	heck
	humph
	crud


This is a rather silly list, but it is an important one for everyday communication. Imagine the strange scenario in which you wake up sleepy-eyed, stumble into the bathroom, look into the mirror, and discover that your hair is on fire. Which of the following sentences are you more likely to utter? 

Oh, fudge, my hair's on fire! 
Oh, man, my hair's on fire! 

Or perhaps you can think of even more appropriate or likely interjections in this context.
IV: Phrase Structure 

Chapter 1 was concerned with the lowest level of English grammar--parts of speech. Chapter 3 was concerned with the highest level of English grammar--basic sentence structure. This chapter, and most subsequent chapters, explore intermediate levels of grammar. English sentences are composed of neither simply one word after another nor prefabricated subjects and predicates. Intermediate structures include dependent clauses and phrases. In this chapter, we explore phrases. 

1. NOUN PHRASES 

Noun phrases may serve as subjects, direct objects, indirect objects, or objects of prepositions, as illustrated in turn in the following: 

Subject 
My dog is happy. 

direct object 
You make my dog happy. 

indirect object 
She gave my dog the bone. 

object of a preposition 
She gave the bone to my dog. 

We know that noun phrases are cognitive units for the reason that unitary interrogative pronouns and personal pronouns substitute for them in conversation, as in the following: 

Speaker 1: My dog is happy. 
Speaker 2: Who is happy? 
Speaker 1: He is happy. 

Speaker 1 first uses the noun phrase my dog. Speaker 2 doesn't hear speaker 1 perfectly and asks for the identification of the subject of the sentence with the interrogative pronoun who. Speaker 1 answers the question using the pronoun he.
2. VERB PHRASES 

Verb phrases are composed of the verbs of the sentence and any modificational material of the verbs, including adverbs, prepositional phrases, objects, etc. One of the primary uses of verb phrases is as predicates of sentences, as illustrated in the following sentences. All of the verb phrases are highlighted in red: 

Predicate 
My dog is happy. 

Predicate 
You make my dog happy. 

Predicate 
She gave my dog the bone. 

Predicate 
She gave the bone to my dog. 

We know that verb phrases are cognitive units for the reason that unitary auxiliaries may substitute for them in conversation, as in the following: 

Speaker 1: Few people are using the web pages. 
Speaker 2: I do. 

Speaker 1 first uses the verb phrase "are using the web pages." Speaker 2 volunteers that s/he is using it, but instead of repeating the verb phrase, s/he substitutes the auxiliary do to stand in its place. 

3. ADJECTIVAL PHRASES 

Adjectival phrases are composed of the adjectives that modify a noun and any adverbs or other elements that modify those adjectives. Adjectival phrases always occur inside noun phrases or as predicate adjectives. In the following sentences, the noun phrases or predicate adjectives with adjectival phrases are in brackets, and the adjectival phrases are highlighted in red. 

[Noun Phrase] 
Adjectival Phrase 
[The black dog] nipped my ankle. 
[Noun Phrase] 
Adjectival Phrase 
I bought [a black and white spaniel]. 

[Noun Phrase, as Predicate Nominative] 
Adjectival Phrase 
He was [a tired, old grammar instructor]. 

[Adjectival Phrase, as Predicate Adjective] 
Adjectival Phrase 
My dog is [very curious]. 
4. ADVERBIAL PHRASES 

Adverbial phrases (AdvP) are composed of the adverbs that modify verbs (V), adjectives (Adj), or clauses (C). In the following sentences, the adverbial phrases are highlighted in red while the grammatical elements that are modified by the adverbial phrases are highlighted in blue. Most adverbial phrases have only one word within them, the head adverb. We will explain below why adverbial phrases are considered phrases. 

Adverbial phrase modifies verb (tells us how the event was performed): 

V AdvP 
I read the book quickly. 

AdvP V 
He quietly left the room. 
Adverbial phrase modifies adjective (refines for us the quality of the adjective): 

AdvP Adj 
Grammar is relatively difficult during the first weeks of study. 

AdvP Adj 
Frustration is fairly common during those weeks. 

Adverbial phrase modifies the entire clause (tells us something about how the writer feels about the entire proposition of the clause). Clauses are constructions with a subject and a tensed verb: 

AdvP C 
Surprisingly, most politicians seem to be trying to do an honest job. 

AdvP C 
Amazingly, he calls his mother once a week to talk for an hour. 

Adverbial phrases may occur with more than one word, typically only two, unless there is use of a coordinating conjunction. The extra word is usually a special kind of adverb called an intensifier (IntAdv), which as its name suggests intensifies the quality named by the adverb. Some intensifiers are very, really, almost, and absolutely. So, lets take three of the sentences above and add an intensifying adverb to each adverbial clause: 

V AdvP 
IntAdv 
I read the book very quickly. 

AdvP Adj 
IntAdv 
Frustration is really fairly common during those weeks. 

AdvP C 
IntAdv 
Almost amazingly, he calls his mother once a week to talk for an hour. 


5. PREPOSITIONAL PHRASES 

Prepositional phrases (PP) are composed of the prepositional head (a preposition (P)) and a following noun phrase. Prepositional phrases are used either adjectivally to modify nouns or adverbially to modify verbs, adjectives, or clauses. In the following sentences, the prepositional phrases are highlighted in red while the grammatical elements that are modified by the prepositional phrases are highlighted in blue. 
Prepositional phrase modifies noun adjectivally. It helps to identify which man bought it: 

N PP 
The man in the car bought it. 

Prepositional phrase modifies verb adverbially. It indicates where the subject went: 

V PP 
I went in the house. 

Prepositional phrase modifies adjective adverbially. It indicates the nature of the subject's being happy: 

Adj PP 
I was happy about that. 

Prepositional phrase modifies clause adverbially. It indicates the condition of the subject's belief: 

PP C 
On reconsideration, I believe that he is correct. 

6. GERUNDIVE PHRASES 

Gerundive phrases (GP) are composed of a verb root suffixed with the -ing suffix. Gerundive phrases may contain adjectives as well as any other elements that might occur with main verbs: objects, adverbs, etc. Gerundive phrases normally function as nouns and, thus, usually occur inside of noun phrases. Gerundive phrases may function in any way in which nouns may function: as subjects, objects, objects of a preposition, or even nouns functioning as adjectives as in "the killing fields," in which a gerund--killing--stands for a noun functioning as an adjective. In the following sentences, the gerundive phrases are highlighted in red. 
Gerundive phrase (with only the gerund) functioning as a subject: 

[NP]
GP 
[Winning] is the objective. 

Gerundive phrase (with both the gerund and the gerund's direct object) functioning as a subject: 

[NP]
GP 
[Winning the war] is the objective. 

Gerundive phrase (with only the gerund) functioning as an object: 

[NP] 
GP 
John regretted [losing]. 

Gerundive phrase (with both the gerund and the gerund's direct object) functioning as an object: 

[NP]
GP 
John regretted [losing the war]. 

Gerundive phrase (with only the gerund) functioning as an object of a preposition: 

[NP] 
GP 
John thought about [losing]. 

Gerundive phrase (with both the gerund and the gerund's direct object) functioning as an object of a preposition: 

[NP] 
GP 
John thought about [losing the war]. 

7. PARTICIPIAL PHRASES 

Participial phrases (PrtP) are composed of a verb root suffixed with the -ing suffix, the -ed suffix, or the -en suffix. In the case of the past participial, the form may be irregular. Like gerundive phrases, participial phrases may contain objects and other elements that might occur with main verbs. Gerundive phrases always function as nouns. Participial phrases always function as adjectives. 
In the following examples, the participial phrases are highlighted in red:
	PRIVATE
1. 
	The owner picked up the barking dog. 

	2. 
	His faded reputation shows no promise of renewal. 

	3.
	The man held the painted boat.


In (1)--(3), the participial phrases contain only the participial and occur immediately before the noun that they modify. 

In the following examples, the participial phrases (in red) contain a variety of objects and other grammatical elements. 

	PRIVATE
4. 
	Covering her face with her hands, the mother cried for her baby. 

	5. 
	Downsized for the first time in his life, John had to begin looking for a new job.

	6. 
	Written by one of our most important authors, this book should sell well. 


In traditional grammar, participial phrases, like those in (4)--(6), are understood to modify the subjects of the main clauses. Those subjects are highlighted in blue. 
Note that the understood subjects of the introductory participial phrases in (4)--(6) are the same as the main-clause subjects. We can demonstrate this by turning each of the participial phrases in (4)--(6) into an independent clause:

	PRIVATE
7. 
	The mother is covering her face with her hands. 

	8.
	John was downsized for the first time in his life. 

	9. 
	This book was written by one of our most important authors. 


Gerunds and -ing participials may be distinguished by their function. Gerunds are nouns and can thereby usually be replaced by a pronoun, as in the following: 


	PRIVATE
10. 
	I like fishing for largemouth bass. 

	11. 
	I like it. 


Participials may not be replaced by a pronoun. The asterisk indicates an ungrammatical example: 

	PRIVATE
12. 
	Racing around the corner, he slipped and fell. 

	13.
	*It, he slipped and fell.


Remember that gerunds can occur before nouns and function as adjectives, as in the following: 


	PRIVATE
14. 
	We stopped at the filling station. 


The question is "How do we know that filling in (14) is a gerund rather than a participial?" All participials have as their understood subject the noun that they modify, as in the following:

	PRIVATE
15. 
	He ran to the howling dog. 


Howling in (15) is a participial, rather than a gerund, because its understood subject is dog. 


	PRIVATE
16. 
	The dog is howling. 


Filling in (14) is a gerund, rather than a participial, because the noun that it modifies is not its understood subject. 


	PRIVATE
17.
	*The station is filling. 


8. ABSOLUTE PHRASES 

Absolute phrases (AbsP) are composed of a subject noun phrase and a participial phrase, in that order. The absolute phrase is formally independent of the main clause. Remember that with a participial phrase by itself, the underlying subject of the participial phrase must occur as a noun in the main clause. But the subject of the absolute phrase does not have to appear in the main clause--because the absolute phrase has its own subject! 

In (1), the absolute phrase is highlighted in red: 


	PRIVATE
1. 
	My duties completed for the semester, I went on a fishing trip. 


In (2), the subject noun phrase of the absolute phrase is highlighted in red and the participial phrase is highlighted in blue: 


	PRIVATE
2. 
	My duties completed for the semester . . . 


In order to see that "My duties" is the subject of "completed for the semester," insert "are" between them as in (3): 


	PRIVATE
3. 
	My duties are completed for the semester. 


In the following example, the absolute phrase is highlighted in red: 


	PRIVATE
4.
	My face blushing scarlet, I apologized for not sending a note of thanks. 


In (5), the subject noun phrase of the absolute phrase is highlighted in red and the participial phrase is highlighted in blue: 


	PRIVATE
5. 
	My face blushing scarlet . . . 


In order to see that "My face" is the subject of "blushing scarlet," insert "is" between them as in (6): 


	PRIVATE
6.
	My face is blushing scarlet. 


Two more sentences with absolute phrases (in red) follow: 


	PRIVATE
7. 
	The dog having eaten another pair of slippers, I gave up on discipline. 

	8.
	The dog having gotten dirty, I bathed him. 


9. INFINITIVE PHRASES 

Infinitive phrases (InfP) are composed of an infinitive verb (the base form of the verb preceded by to) and any optional objects or modificational material for that verb, e.g., adverbs and prepositional phrases. The infinitive phrase has three functions: noun, adjective, adverb. 

In (1), the infinitive phrase, highlighted in red, functions as a noun, specifically in the predicate nominative position: 


	PRIVATE
1. 
	One of his duties as a professor is to teach. 


We know that "to teach" in (1) is a cognitive unit and functions as a noun because we can replace it with a demonstrative pronoun, as in (2): 


	PRIVATE
2. 
	One of his duties as a professor is that. 


In (3), we add optional objects and prepositional phrases to the infinitive phrase of (1): 


	PRIVATE
3. 
	One of his duties as a professor is to teach on average five classes per academic year. 


In (4), the infinitive phrase functions as an adjective, telling us what kind of dog Heather wanted: 


	PRIVATE
4. 
	Heather wanted a dog to love. 


In (5) we add an optional prepositional phrase to the infinitive phrase: 


	PRIVATE
5. 
	Heather wanted a dog to love as her own. 


In (6) the infinitive phrase functions adverbially, modifying an adjective: 


	PRIVATE
6. 
	Bill is eager to work on his dissertation. 


In (6), the infinitive phrase modifies the adjective eager and tells us the nature of that eagerness. 

Recall that adverbs can modify different grammatical elements. In (7), the infinitive phrase again functions adverbially, this time modifying a verb: 


	PRIVATE
7.
	John swam to get back in shape. 


The infinitive phrase tells us why John swam. As we show in (8), if the infinitive phrase modifies the verb, it can sometimes be placed at the beginning of the sentence: 


	PRIVATE
8.
	To get back in shape, John swam. 


Note that if the infinitive phrase modifies an adjective or a noun, it cannot be moved: 


	PRIVATE
9.
	*To love as her own, Heather wanted a dog. 

	10.
	*To work on his dissertation, Bill is eager. 


The asterisk indicates an ungrammatical sentence. 
Another test for whether an infinitive modifies a verb is the ability to substitute the phrase "in order to . . . " for the infinitive phrase. Note in (11) that the substitution is possible: 


	PRIVATE
11. 
	In order to get back in shape, John swam. 


Note in (12) and (13) that the substitution is not possible: 


	PRIVATE
12.
	*In order to love as her own, Heather wanted a dog. 

	13.
	*In order to work on his dissertation, Bill is eager. 


