GENERAL STRUCTURE OF THE SENTENCE

	COMPLETE 
	
	
	
	

	SUBJECT 
	+
	PREDICATE
	=
	SENTENCE 

	The woman
	+
	accepted the job.
	=
	The woman accepted the job. 

	She 
	+
	is very smart.
	=
	She is very smart. 

	She
	+
	writes well.
	=
	She writes well. 

	Few people
	+ 
	write well today.
	= 
	Few people write well today. 

	
	THE SIX BASIC SENTENCE PATTERNS IN ENGLISH



SENTENCE PATTERN ONE: 
NO VERB COMPLEMENT
1. Birds fly. 
2. Birds fly in the sky. 

SENTENCE PATTERN TWO: 
DIRECT OBJECT VERB COMPLEMENT
Presence of a direct object: 

1. Boys love girls. 
2. Girls love boys. 


SENTENCE PATTERN THREE: 
INDIRECT AND DIRECT OBJECT VERB COMPLEMENTS
presence of both indirect and direct objects. Subjects are labeled as "SUBJ," indirect objects as "IO," and direct objects as "DO": 

SUBJ IO DO 
1. He gave me a dog. 

SUBJ IO DO 
2. I sold Bill my old car. 

SUBJ IO DO 
3. Mary baked me a pie. 

SENTENCE PATTERN FOUR: 
PREDICATE NOMINATIVE VERB COMPLEMENT
Presence of a predicate nominative verb complement. The predicate nominative is a noun or a pronoun that redefines, renames, or classifies the subject of the sentence. In the following examples, subjects are labelled as "SUBJ," linking verbs as "LV," and predicate nominatives as "PN." 

SUBJ LV PN 
He became a father. 

SUBJ LV PN 
She is my wife. 

SUBJ LV PN 
He seemed a fool. 

SENTENCE PATTERN FIVE: 
PREDICATE ADJECTIVE VERB COMPLEMENT
Presence of a predicate adjective verb complement. The predicate adjective is an adjective that characterizes the subject of the sentence. In the following examples, subjects are labeled as "SUBJ," linking verbs as "LV," and predicate adjectives as "PADJ." 

SUBJ LV PADJ 
The chicken tasted sweet. 

SUBJ LV PADJ 
He looked hideous. 

SUBJ LV PADJ 
She became angry. 

SENTENCE PATTERN SIX: 
DIRECT OBJECT AND OBJECTIVE COMPLEMENT VERB COMPLEMENTS 

Presence as verb complements of both a direct object and an objective complement. In the following examples, subjects are labeled as "SUBJ," verbs as "V," direct objects as "DO," and objective complements as "OBJCOMP." 

1. SUBJ V DO OBJCOMP 
I found him unpleasant. 

2. SUBJ V DO OBJCOMP 
She thought him silly. 

3. SUBJ V DO OBJCOMP 
The class made me a linguist. 

4. SUBJ V DO OBJCOMP 
He made me angry. 

	Parts of Speech 

The eight essential building blocks (parts of speech) of English traditional grammar are the following: 

1. nouns
2. pronouns
3. verbs
4. adjectives 
5. adverbs
6. prepositions
7. conjunctions
8. interjections 




1. NOUNS 

"The dog chased the rabbit," 
two nouns--dog and rabbit. 

1. I like the quality of those paints. 

2. He paints his garage at least once every two years. 

In (1) paints occurs as a noun, while in (2) paints occurs as a verb. 

2. PRONOUNS 
A pronoun is referential word that takes the place of a noun, 
Bowie chewed up the toy so that he could get the squeaker out of it. 
3. VERBS 

Verbs express an action or a state. 

Flannery [wrote] her first novel. 

Flannery [was writing] her first novel. 

Flannery [has been writing] her first novel. 

Flannery [might have been writing] her first novel.

4. ADJECTIVES
Adjectives modify nouns. 
Article Adjectives: 

1. I bought a dog. 

2. I bought the dog. 

5. ADVERBS 

Adverbs modify verbs, adjectives, sentences, and even other adverbs. 

He barks loudly. 
A really pretty dog followed me home. 
He ran very quickly down the sidewalk. 
Really, I'm not thinking about that. 

6. PREPOSITIONS 
	above
	beside
	for
	of
	to

	across
	beyond
	from
	on
	toward

	after
	by
	in
	out
	under

	among
	down
	inside
	over
	until

	beneath
	except
	into
	since
	with


The dog ran across the field, under the fence, and through the trees. 

7. CONJUNCTIONS 

Conjunctions join words, phrases, or clauses together. 

	and
	for
	so
	yet

	or
	nor
	but
	


friends or family 

She likes single malt scotches and chocolate bonbons. 

Although I like Jane Austen's novels and although I like film, I am getting little weary of Hollywood adaptations of Austen's novels. 

She wrote the letter, but he didn't mail it. 

Phrase Structure 

1. NOUN PHRASES 

My dog is happy. 

You make my dog happy. 

She gave my dog the bone. 

She gave the bone to my dog. 

2. VERB PHRASES 

My dog is happy. 

You make my dog happy. 

She gave my dog the bone. 

She gave the bone to my dog. 

3. ADJECTIVAL PHRASES 

Adjectival Phrase 
[The black dog] nipped my ankle. 
I bought [a black and white spaniel]. 

He was [a tired, old grammar instructor]. 

My dog is [very curious]. 
4. ADVERBIAL PHRASES 

I read the book quickly. 

He quietly left the room. 
Grammar is relatively difficult during the first weeks of study. 

Frustration is fairly common during those weeks. 

Surprisingly, most politicians seem to be trying to do an honest job. 

Amazingly, he calls his mother once a week to talk for an hour. 

I read the book very quickly. 
Frustration is really fairly common during those weeks. 

Almost amazingly, he calls his mother once a week to talk for an hour. 


5. PREPOSITIONAL PHRASES 

The man in the car bought it. 

I went in the house. 

I was happy about that. 

On reconsideration, I believe that he is correct. 

6. GERUNDIVE PHRASES 

[Winning] is the objective. 

[Winning the war] is the objective. 

John regretted [losing]. 

John regretted [losing the war]. 

John thought about [losing]. 

John thought about [losing the war]. 

7. PARTICIPIAL PHRASES 

	1. 
	The owner picked up the barking dog. 

	2. 
	His faded reputation shows no promise of renewal. 

	3.
	The man held the painted boat.

	4. 
	Covering her face with her hands, the mother cried for her baby. 

	5. 
	Downsized for the first time in his life, John had to begin looking for a new job.

	6. 
	Written by one of our most important authors, this book should sell well. 

	7. 
	The mother is covering her face with her hands. 

	8.
	John was downsized for the first time in his life. 

	9. 
	This book was written by one of our most important authors. 

	10. 
	I like fishing for largemouth bass. 

	11. 
	I like it. 


8. ABSOLUTE PHRASES 

	
	My duties completed for the semester, I went on a fishing trip. 

	
	My duties are completed for the semester. 

	
	My face blushing scarlet, I apologized for not sending a note of thanks. 

	
	My face is blushing scarlet. 

	
	The dog having eaten another pair of slippers, I gave up on discipline. 

	
	The dog having gotten dirty, I bathed him. 


9. INFINITIVE PHRASES 

	
	One of his duties as a professor is to teach. 

	
	One of his duties as a professor is to teach on average five classes per academic year. 

	
	Heather wanted a dog to love. 

	
	Heather wanted a dog to love as her own. 

	
	Bill is eager to work on his dissertation. 

	
	John swam to get back in shape. 

	
	To get back in shape, John swam. 

	
	In order to get back in shape, John swam. 


The object of the preposition is labelled "OBJP." 


SUBJ DO OBJP �4. He gave a dog to me. 


SUBJ DO OBJP �5. I sold my old car to Bill. 


SUBJ DO OBJP �6. Mary baked a pie for me. 











