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OFFICIAL NAME: United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

CAPITAL: London 

SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT: Constitutional Monarchy 

AREA: 244,103 Sq Km (94,249 Sq Mi) 

ESTIMATED 2000 POPULATION: 58,991,500


LOCATION & GEOGRAPHY: United Kingdom is located off the northwestern coast of Europe between the Atlantic Ocean and the North Sea. It is separated from the continent by the Strait of Dover and the English Channel, and from the Irish Republic by the Irish Sea and the St. Georges Channel. The United Kingdom is comprised of four constituents, England, Wales and Scotland which alone form Great Britain and combined with Northern Ireland and several island groups, form the United Kingdom. Most of England consists of low plains and downs with the major hill regions situated to the north, west and southeast where elevations do not rise above 305 metres (1,000 feet) at any point. The Cheviot Hills run east to west along the Scottish border, while from the Scottish border to Derbyshire in Central England lie the north to south Pennine Range. The Central Midlands, a plains region that consists of low, rolling hills and fertile valleys is located south of the Pennines. The Eastern Coast is protected by embankments from gales or high tides, although most of the low-lying coast is below 5 metres (15 feet) above sea level. Scafell Pike, England's highest point is located in the northwest with an elevation of 978 metres (3,210 feet). Its principal rivers are the Severn, Thames, Humber, Tees, Tyne, Tweed, Avon, Exe and Mersey. Scotland is divided into three topographical regions. (1.) The Northern Highlands which occupy the northern half of the country and contains the highest point in the British Isles, Ben Nevis at 1,343 metres (4,406 feet). (2.) The Central Lowland which contains the valleys of the Tay, Forth and Clyde Rivers, and also has and average elevation of 152 metres (500 feet). (3.) The Southern Uplands with moor land that is cut by rivers and valleys, and rises Merrick Peak at 842 metres (2,764 feet). Wales is a country of hills and mountains with high plateaux and ranges dissected by river valleys. In the south, west and north, there are narrow coastal plains while the Cambrian Mountains occupy most of the land area and include Wales' highest point, Mount Snowdon at 1,085 metres (3,560 feet). Northern Ireland consists mostly of low lying plateaux and hills while the Mourne Mountains in the southeast include Northern Ireland's highest point, Slieve Donard at 852 metres (2,796 feet). Lake Neagh lies in a central depression of Northern Ireland and is the Kingdom's largest lake. Major Cities (pop. est.); Greater London 6,933,000, Birmingham 1,012,000, Leeds 725,000, Glasgow 682,000, Sheffield 532,000, Bradford 488,000, Liverpool 477,000, Edinburgh 442,000, Manchester 433,000, Bristol 398,000 (1993). Land Use; forested 10%, pastures 46%, agricultural-cultivated 25%, other 19% (1993).


CLIMATE: The United Kingdom has a mild and temperate climate which is influenced by the North Atlantic Drift and the southwesterly winds. Rainfall is fairly evenly distributed throughout the year with March to June the driest period and September to January the wettest. Average annual precipitation varies from 1,600 mm (63 inches) in the mountainous areas of the north and west to less than 800 mm (32 inches) over central and eastern areas. Average temperature ranges in London are from 2 to 6 degrees Celsius (36 to 43 degrees Fahrenheit) in January to 13 to 22 degrees Celsius (55 to 72 degrees Fahrenheit) in July.


PEOPLE: The principal ethnic majority are the Whites with 94.2% of the population English while 9.6% are Scottish, 2.4% are Irish, 1.9% are Welsh and 2% West Indian, Asian or African. The English and lowland Scots are of Anglo-Saxon and Norman descent while the Welsh and Irish are mainly of Celtic descent, the Scottish highlanders are also of Celtic descent and the islanders around Scotland are of Viking (Norse) descent.


DEMOGRAPHIC/VITAL STATISTICS: Density; 238 persons per sq km (612 persons per sq ml) (1993). Urban-Rural; 91.5% urban, 8.5% rural (1985). Sex Distribution; 48.8% male, 51.2% female (1991). Life Expectancy at Birth; 72.2 years male, 77.9 years female (1988). Age Breakdown; 19% under 15, 22% 15 to 29, 21% 30 to 44, 17% 45 to 59, 14% 60 to 74, 7% 75 and over (1991). Birth Rate; 13.8 per 1,000 (1991). Death Rate; 11.2 per 1,000 (1991). Increase Rate; 2.6 per 1,000 (1991). Infant Mortality Rate; 7.4 per 1,000 live births (1991).


RELIGIONS: Mostly Christians with 59% of the population Protestant while 9% are Roman Catholic. Other religious minorities include Muslims which account for 3% of the population and there are also Jewish, Hindu and Sikh minorities.


LANGUAGES: The official language is English, although Welsh and Gaelic are spoken by minorities in Wales and the Scottish Highlands respectively.


EDUCATION: Aged 25 or over and having attained: primary or secondary education 89.7%, incomplete post secondary 4.8%, higher 5.5% (1981). Literacy; literate population aged 15 or over virtually 100% (1990).


MODERN HISTORY - WWII TO 1993: In Oct. 1945 Britain became a founding member of the UN and in 1949 joined the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). In Feb. 1950 the Labor Party led by Clement Attlee was re-elected. In Oct. 1951 the Tories and Winston Churchill were returned to power. In Feb. 1952 King George VI died and was succeeded by his eldest daughter who was crowned Queen Elizabeth II. In Apr. 1955 Prime Minister Churchill was forced to resign through illness and was succeeded by Sir Anthony Eden. In Oct. 1956 Britain and France bombed Cairo and captured Port Said in Egypt, after Egypt nationalized the Suez Canal. On Nov. 23, 1956 a ceasefire was declared after strong US and UN pressure and the Anglo-French troops were withdrawn. In Jan. 1957 Prime Minister Eden resigned due to illness and was succeeded by Harold Macmillan. In Oct. 1959 Macmillan was re-elected and during the early 1960's a number of British overseas colonies were granted independence. In Aug. 1961 Britain applied for European Community (EC) membership, however, it was vetoed by France. In 1962 the Parliament tightened control of the Commonwealth Immigration Act to restrict the number of immigrants from the Caribbean and Indian subcontinent. In Oct. 1964 Harold Wilson and the Labor Party won the general elections. In Jan. 1965 Winston Churchill died and in 1967 Britain made another application for EU membership which was again dismissed. In 1969 riots in Londonderry broke out between the Catholic and Protestant communities which resulted in troops being sent to restore order and in Dec. 1969 an Ulster Member of Parliament, Bernadette Devlin was imprisoned on an incitement to riot charge. In June 1970 the Tories under Edward Heath were elected to power. In 1971 the Irish Republican Army (IRA) began its terrorist campaign against British troops stationed in Ireland. In Jan. 1972 Britain's EU membership was approved and in April, Prime Minister Heath imposed direct British rule on Ulster (Northern Ireland) after the IRA bombed and killed seven soldiers. In 1973 Dublin, Belfast and London established a joint Council of Ireland, although it collapsed in May 1974 and direct rule was again imposed. In Mar. 1974 Wilson was returned to office but resigned in Mar. 1976 and was succeeded by James Callaghan. In 1979 strikes also known as the "winter of discontent" escalated in Britain. In May 1979, after a vote of no confidence in the government, Margaret Thatcher became Britain's first woman Prime Minister. Prime Minister Thatcher remained in power for around 11.5 years and reversed Britain's economic downward spiral with a massive program of privatization. In 1980 and 1984 there were Embassy sieges by Iranian and Libyan terrorists. During 1981 there were riots in Ulster and also by youths in South London and Liverpool. In Apr. 1982 Argentina invaded the Falkland Islands and Britain responded by sending a task force which liberated the Islands in June. In Mar. 1984 coal miners went on a strike until Mar. 1985. In Oct. 1984 the IRA unsuccessfully attempted to assassinate Prime Minister Thatcher with a bomb attack that killed five people. In Nov. 1985 Britain and Ireland signed the Anglo-Irish Agreement that allowed Ireland to have a consultative role in Ulster's future. In Feb. 1986 the French and British governments signed the Channel Tunnel agreement. In July 1990 the IRA assassinated, Ian Gow a Tory Member of Parliament. During the late 1980's and in 1990 Prime Minister Thatcher clashed with other EU council leaders over the EU's single currency monetary union, although she was finally outvoted. In Apr. 1990 the government introduced a controversial community charge called the poll tax. On Nov. 1990 Prime Minister Thatcher resigned and was succeeded by John Major. In early 1991 Britain assisted the US in liberating Kuwait, after Iraq's invasion in Aug 1990. On March 14, 1991 the Court of Appeal released the "Birmingham Six" following their conviction for the murder of 21 people in two IRA bomb attacks in 1974. On March 21, 1991 the government announced that the poll tax would be abolished and a new "council tax" would be introduced in 1993. On June 17, the British government held talks with North Ireland's main political parties in Belfast's parliament, Stormont. Sinn Fein, the IRA's political win,g was excluded from the talks and on July 3, 1991 the talks were adjourned without any substantial agreement being made. On June 28, 1991 former prime minister Thatcher announced that she wouldn't seek reelection at the next planned general elections. In July 1991 Prime Minister Major announced a "Citizens Charter" that was hoped to restore the party's poor public service reputation, particularly regarding health services. In the same month the Bank of England revoked the Bank of Credit and Commerce International's (BCCI) license and commenced the international shutdown of the bank in which many thousands of UK patrons lost their savings. On July 9, 1991 Defense Secretary Tom King announced the government intended to reduce the size of its armed forces by 20% and cut expenditure by 6% over three years. On Sept. 2, 1991 Prime Minister Major visited Beijing, China to sign an agreement with China to build a new airport at Hong Kong. In Nov. 1991 Robert Maxwell one of the UK's largest media moguls died, following which investigations found that Maxwell had misappropriated some 426 million pounds from his companies' pension funds to support his ailing empire. In Dec. 1991 the country's inflation rate fell to 4.5%. Also during 1991 there were several IRA terrorist attacks including one in Feb. 1991 on the Prime Minister residence. On March 11, 1992 Prime Minister Major announced general elections for April 9. On April 9, 1992 John Major was reelected Prime Minister, albeit with a much reduced parliamentary majority. On May 21, 1992 the House of Commons ratified the European Communities Amendment Bill. On July 1, 1992 the UK took over the presidency of the EU. On Aug. 18, 1992 the government announced plans to send some 1,800 peacekeeping troops to the former Yugoslavia. In Sept. 1992 there was a speculative attack on the Sterling and on Sept. 16, 1992 the government in response to the devaluation of its currency raised official interest rates and then suspended its European exchange-rate mechanism membership. On Oct. 6, 1992 the Conservatives held their annual conference which resulted in heated debate led by the Euro-skeptics, a small group of Tory MPs opposed to the Maastricht Treaty. On Nov. 4, 1992 Prime Minister Major put the Maastricht Treaty issue to the Parliament which narrowly passed by three votes, although the government agreed to delay the ratification of the legislation until a second Danish referendum on the Maastricht Treaty was held. On Nov. 20, 1992 a severe fire destroyed much of Windsor Castle, following which the government announced it would finance the Castle's restoration. Also in 1992 the Royal Family became the center of controversy with various revelations that Princess Di wished to end her marriage with Prince Charles while the IRA continued its bombing campaign throughout Northern Ireland and London for several weeks at a time. In 1993 Prime Minister Major endeavored to have the Parliament ratify the European Communities Amendment Bill which would commit the UK to the Maastricht Treaty although providing it with the right to opt out of two key issues, monetary union and the "social chapter". On Jan. 26, 1993 the Bank of England cut its official base interest rate to 6%, the lowest since 1977. In March 1993 Norman Lamont, Chancellor of the Exchequer (Treasurer), announced the government's budget which included tax increases and a value-added fuel tax. On May 27, 1993 Prime Minister Major under considerable pressure sacked Lamont and appointed Kenneth Clarke as his successor. In June 1993 the UK's annual inflation rate fell to 1.2%, the lowest since 1964. On June 21, 1993 a key Conservative minister Michael Heseltine, responsible for the controversial plan to shutdown most of the country's coal collieries, suffered a heart attack. On July 22, 1993 two "Maastricht" proposals were put to the House of Commons, one by the Labor Party and the other by the Conservative government, both of which were defeated. As a result Prime Minister Major announced that a debate would be held in which a motion of confidence would be linked to the Maastricht Treaty, thereby ensuring fresh elections if the government failed. On Aug. 2, 1993 the government ratified the treaty legislation. On Oct. 20, 1993 the government announced that 12 state-owned coal collieries, which had earlier received a reprieve from closure, would be shut down and further shutdowns were inevitable. In the same month, Baroness Margaret Thatcher published her memoirs entitled "The Downing Street Years" which openly criticized Prime Minister Major and resulted in further aggravation for the Conservative government. On Nov. 5, 1993 the government passed another controversial bill to privatise many of British Rail's services which met with stiff opposition from BR's management. On Dec. 3, 1993 Princess Diana announced that she was withdrawing from public life to spend more time with her sons and indicated that the intrusive nature of the tabloid press was responsible for her decision. On Dec. 15, 1993 Prime Minister Major and the Irish Republic's Prime Minister, Albert Reynolds announced a joint peace initiative and that if the IRA ceased its terrorism campaign it could join negotiations three months after the cessation. Also in 1993 the government sent a further 1,200 troops to the former Yugoslavia while the UK and China continued their stalemate over a proposed bill by Chris Patten, HK's Governor, to restructure Hong Kong's Legislative Council to make it more representative of the HK people. Terrorist acts by both the IRA and the Protestant paramilitary groups continued throughout 1993 resulting in a considerable loss of life and property damage.


CURRENCY: The official currency is the Pound Sterling (PdSt) divided into 100 New Pence.


ECONOMY: Gross National Product; USD $1,042,700,000,000 (1993). National Debt; PdSt 223,877,000,000 (1993). Imports; PdSt 145,059,000,000 (1994). Exports; PdSt 134,465,000,000 (1994). Tourism Receipts; USD $13,451,000,000 (1993). Balance of Trade; PdSt -12,029,000,000 (1994). Economically Active Population; 28,271,000 or 48.6% of total population (1993). Unemployed; 10.2% (1993).


MAIN TRADING PARTNERS: Its main trading partners are other EU countries, the USA, Sweden, Saudi Arabia, Nigeria, Switzerland and South Africa. 

MAIN PRIMARY PRODUCTS: Barley, Coal, Fruit and Vegetables, Fish, Oil and Natural Gas, Potatoes, Sugar Beets, Wheat. 

MAJOR INDUSTRIES: Agriculture, Coal Mining, Chemicals, Clothing, Food Processing, Finance and Business Services, Iron and Steel, Light Industry, Machinery and Transport Equipment, Metals, Oil and Gas Production and Refining, Paper and Paper Products, Textiles. 

MAIN EXPORTS: Agriculture and Industrial Equipment, Aircraft, Crude Oil and Petroleum Products, Chemicals, Electrical Goods, Food Products, Iron and Steel, Non-Ferrous Metals, Transport Equipment, Vehicles.


TRANSPORT: Railroads; route length 37,849 km (23,518 mi) (1990), passenger-km 32,057,000,000 (19,919,000,000 passenger-mi) (1992), cargo ton-km 15,347,000,000 (10,511,000,000 short ton-mi) (1992). Roads (Great Britain); length 358,034 km (222,472 mi) (1990). Vehicles (Great Britain); cars 19,737,000 (1991), trucks and buses 2,773,000 (1991). Merchant Marine; vessels 1,631 (1992), deadweight tonnage 4,355,063 (1992). Air Transport; passenger-km 87,208,110,000 (54,188,591,000 passenger-mi) (1990), cargo ton-km 2,388,700,000 (1,636,021,000 short ton-mi) (1990).


COMMUNICATIONS: Daily Newspapers; total of 101 with a total circulation of 22,100,000 (1992). Radio; receivers 70,000,000 (1993). Television; licenses 20,413,000 (1994). Telephones; units 28,680,900 (1994).


MILITARY: 236,900 (1995) total active duty personnel with 49.0% army, 21.3% navy and 29.7% air force while military expenditure accounts for 3.6% (1993) of the Gross National Product (GNP).

OFFICIAL NAME: Federal Republic of Germany (FRG) 

CAPITAL: Berlin

SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT: Federal Multiparty Republic 

AREA: 357,020 Sq Km (137,846 Sq Mi) 

ESTIMATED 2000 POPULATION 81,025,000


LOCATION & GEOGRAPHY: Germany is located in North Central Europe, on the Great North European Plain. It is bound by Poland and the Czech Republic to the east, the Baltic Sea to the northeast, Denmark to the north, the North Sea to the northwest, the Netherlands, Belgium, Luxembourg and France to the west, Switzerland to the south and Austria to the south and southeast. The country can be divided into three topographical regions. (1.) The Northern German Plain which includes the northern low lying plains and the moraine covered hills and lakes of the Baltic Sea country. (2.) The Central German Uplands which includes the Rhenish Slate Mountains (Rheinisches Schiefergebirge), the rolling uplands and low mountains of Hessen. The Horst Massifs of the Schwarzwald (Black Forest), the Harz Mountains, the Odenwald, the Spessart, the Lausitzer Bergland and the Elbsandsteingebirge, which is a sandy region on both sides of the Elbe River. This region also includes the Erzgebirge, which is a high tablelands. (3.) The southern uplands which include the ranges of the Central Alps and other uplands such as the Bayerische Alpen. The former East Germany was made up largely of the Northern German Plain but also included a small part of the Central German Upland while the former West Germany included parts of all three regions. The principal rivers are the Danube, Ems, Weser, Moselle and the Elbe with its tributaries, as well as the most important commercial waterway in Europe, the Rhine River. Major Cities (pop. est.); Berlin 3,471,000, Hamburg 1,706,000, Munich 1,216,300, Cologne 961,600, Frankfurt 663,600, Essen 624,600, Dortmund 602,400, Stuttgart 598,000, Dusseldorf 577,600, Bremen 552,700 (1992). Land Use; forested 30%, pastures 15%, agricultural-cultivated 34%, other 21% (1993).


CLIMATE: Germany has a continental climate in the western regions of the country with strong Atlantic influences in the northwest causing the winters to be mild but stormy. Further inland the winter temperatures are lower and the summers are warm with slightly higher temperatures in the southwest. A temperate climate is experienced in the eastern regions with an Atlantic influence giving rise to mild winters and cool summers. Due to a stronger Alpine influence rather than the Atlantic in the interior, conditions are generally wetter and colder at higher altitudes with snow lying in the mountains for some time. Average annual precipitation in Berlin is 592 mm (23 inches) and average annual temperature ranges are from 0.5 degrees Celsius (31 degrees Fahrenheit) in January to 19 degrees Celsius (66 degrees Fahrenheit) in July.


PEOPLE: The population is almost entirely Germanic with Germans accounting for 94.4% of the population. Other ethnic minorities include the Danes, Turks, Italians, Greeks, Spanish, Slovaks and Serbs.


DEMOGRAPHIC/VITAL STATISTICS: Density; 222 persons per sq km (574 persons per sq mi) (1991). Urban-Rural; 85.3% urban, 14.7% rural (1990). Sex Distribution; 48.1% male, 51.9% female (1989). Life Expectancy at Birth; 70.9 years male, 77.2 years female (1988). Age Breakdown; 15% under 15, 21% 15 to 29, 22% 30 to 44, 20% 45 to 59, 15% 60 to 74, 7% 75 and over (1992). Birth Rate; 10.4 per 1,000 (1991). Death Rate; 11.4 per 1,000 (1991). Increase Rate; -1.0 per 1,000 (1991). Infant Mortality Rate; 6.8 per 1,000 live births (1992).


RELIGIONS: Mostly Christians with around 50% of the population Protestant, predominantly Lutheran while 45% are Roman Catholic. Other religious minorities include Muslims.


LANGUAGES: The official language is German with the standard German known as High German (Hochdeutsch) which is used in the national media and for educational purposes. Most Germans have their own dialect depending on the region.


EDUCATION: Aged 25 or over and having attained (former West Germany): less than primary education 0.9%, primary and lower secondary 67.2%, primary and upper secondary 17.7%, higher 14.2% (1989). Literacy; N/A.


MODERN HISTORY - WWII TO 1993: On May 23, 1949 the Federal Republic of Germany (FRG or West Germany) was formed out of the occupied US, British and French allied zones. On Oct. 7, 1949 the Soviet controlled eastern half became the Germany Democratic Republic (GDR or East Germany). 

West Germany; The FRG with its capital at Bonn developed into a strong parliamentary democracy under its first post war Chancellor, Konrad Adenauer and in May 1955 the FRG gained full independence. In the same year it joined the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) while during the 1950's and 1960's there was rapid and sustained economic growth which was enhanced by the FRG's membership to the European Community (EC) in 1958. In 1954 Heinrich Luebke of the Christian Democratic Union (CDU) became the country's President and was reelected in 1964. In Jan. 1963 Germany and France signed a Friendship Treaty. In Oct. 1963 Chancellor Adenauer retired and was succeeded by Ludwig Erhard, designer of the "economic miracle". During the late 1960's and 1970's there were widespread demonstrations in protest to socioeconomic events and policies which resulted in the passing of new security laws. In 1972 during the Munich Olympic Games eight Arab "Black September" terrorists seized the Israeli athletes' residence killing two and taking nine hostages which resulted in the death of the hostages as well as four of the kidnappers after security forces attempted to rescue the hostages. In Sept. 1973 the FRG joined the United Nations (UN) and in Dec. 1979 Helmut Schmidt's government approved the controversial installation of US intermediate range nuclear missiles. In Sept. 1982 Helmut Kohl formed a coalition government which was reelected in Mar. 1983. In Dec. 1987 the FRG and USSR signed a treaty for the dismantling of the US intermediate range nuclear missiles. 

East Germany; In the German Democratic Republic (GDR) the control of the East German Communist Party was absolute under the Stalinist, Walter Ulbricht until 1971. In May 1955 the GDR joined the Warsaw Pact and under a Warsaw Pact initiative constructed the Berlin Wall in Aug. 1961. In 1968 the GDR forces assisted in the Soviet led invasion of Czechoslovakia and in the same year the GDR was constitutionally declared a socialist state. In May 1971 Ulbricht resigned and was succeeded by Eric Honecker. In Dec. 1972 both the FRG and GDR signed a treaty which guaranteed the inviolability of the Berlin Wall and in Sept. 1973 the GDR joined the UN. In Sept. 1987 Honecker became the first GDR head of state to visit the FRG. 

Unified Germany; With the collapse of communism across Eastern Europe in 1989, the impact was quickly felt in East Germany. Popular demonstrations marked the 40th anniversary of East Germany and Erich Honecker was ousted. The Berlin Wall, a symbol since Aug. 13, 1961 of the division of Germany, was torn down in late 1989 and at midnight on Oct. 23, 1990 the two nations were formally reunified to create one German nation with Dr Richard von Weizsacker as President and Dr Helmut Kohl as Chancellor. In Dec. 1990 the leading center-right coalition of the Christian Democrats (CDU), Christian Social Union (CSU) and the Free Democrats (FDP) won general elections under Chancellor Kohl who formed new cabinet in mid-January. On Jan. 20, 1991 the CDU lost control of the Hesse in State elections to the Social Democrats (SPD) which formed a coalition with the Greens. In early 1991 Chancellor Kohl's new cabinet announced a 7.5% surcharge on income taxes and increases the prices of tobacco and oil products to raise a further DM 46 billion to develop the east and fund increasing unemployment benefits there. On Mar. 14, 1991 the Soviet authorities smuggled Honecker to the Soviet Union, although in 1992 after the collapse of the Soviet Union, he surrendered and returned to Germany to stand trial on charges of manslaughter for the order to shoot escapees. On June 20, 1991 a Bundestag vote decided that the seat of government be shifted as soon as possible from Bonn to Berlin that further assisted in lifting moral in the east. In 1991 there were also increases in the activity of small groups of neo-Nazi skin heads, especially in the east, who systematically harassed foreigners which they blamed for increasing unemployment in both parts of the country. In Sept. 1991 an African was burnt to death in a hostel fire and later that month in Saxony in the east racial tensions erupted as large groups of neo-Nazi youths jeered by onlookers repeatedly attacked the hostels of displaced European refugees seeking asylum. On Oct. 3, 1991 the first anniversary of unification, right-wing youth groups in many parts of the country attacked refugee hostels violently. In response the CDU announced plans to amend the constitution to restrict the categories in which refugees are able to claim asylum. However, the CDU's coalition partner the FDP refused to support the bill, causing further signs of problems within the ruling coalition government. Towards the end of the year the FDP's policies on issues such as abortion were closer to the SDPs while the CDU's woes improved due to their harder line on refugees and the improvement in the east's economy and unemployment. In Dec. 1991 Germany agreed during the EU summit in Maastricht, the Netherlands, to form a more unified political and economic-monetary union. Also in 1991 Germany contributed some US$5.5 billion towards the United States costs in the Gulf War as it was unable to send troops outside of the NATO area due to the country's constitution, while other military aid was donated to other alliance partners. On Jan. 1, 1992 a new law enabled citizens to examine their Stazi (former East German secret police) files, with some 10,000 people applying in the first week. In Jan. and Feb. 1992 economic tensions rose as the western German pay round got underway, with steelworkers demanding a 10.5% wage increase although settling for a 6.4% increase and narrowly averting a national steelworkers strike. In Mar. 1992 the CDU defense minister Gerhard Stoltenberg was forced to resign over revelations that tanks had been illegally shipped to Turkey and that German armaments had been used by Turkish forces against the Kurds. In April 1992 the government had a showdown with the public-sector trade unions who were prepared to accept an independent arbitrator's compromise of a 5.4% wage increase, although Kohl wanted to keep the deal below the psychological 5% barrier claiming that Germans were living beyond their means. On Apr. 27, 1992 the unions initiated their first industrial action in 18 years hitting the transport, postal and refuse sectors. Also on the same day Germany's most consistently popular politician, foreign minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher, announced his planned retirement for May 17, 1992 exactly 18 years after gaining the post. Genscher was succeeded by the justice minister Klaus Kinkel, known for his plain discourse. The public-sector strikes were further increased eventually forcing the government to settle the wage increase demand for a deal just above the 5.4% after eleven days. On May 18, 1992 another strike by IG Metall, the country's largest union was averted for a 5.4% wage increase deal. On June 26, 1992 the Bundestag voted to extend the former East Germany's liberal abortion rules, allowing for on demand abortion within the first 3 months of pregnancy, to the whole of Germany. However, following an appeal by conservative MPs the Constitutional Court suspended the new legislation pending a ruling on its constitutional standing. In Aug. 1992 racial tensions erupted in the eastern port city of Rostock where hundreds of extreme right youths attacked a Romanian and Vietnamese hostel for five days cheered by thousands of local onlookers. After fierce battles between the youths and police the hostel was burnt after police had bused away the residents. As a result of a marked increase in violence against foreigners the coalition government ended its internal argument over amendments to the constitution on restricting asylum regulations and in Oct. 1992 jointly presented its proposals to the Bundestag. Along with the banning of several neo-Nazi groups it was hoped that these amendments based on the Geneva Convention for Refugees would ease the situation. In Sept. 1992 the European currency system was marked by unprecedented turbulence which resulted in intense criticism of Germany particularly by Britain and Italy which felt that the Bundesbank's high-interest-rate policy had contributed to their own domestic economic problems and forced them to pull out of the exchange-rate mechanism. On Oct. 8, 1992 at the Maastricht ratification debate in Bonn, Germany was forced to make heavy concessions to the European Union skeptics to ensure the passage of the treaty. On Oct. 19, 1992 police found the decomposed body of the German Greens founder Petra Kelly who had been shot three times by her companion and fellow campaigner, Gert Bastian, before killing himself. In Nov. 1992 two neo-Nazi youths were charged with murder and arson after they confessed to the firebombing of a house where three Turkish women lost their lives. On Jan. 3, 1993 Economic Minister Jurgen Mollemann resigned of a scandal involving the promotion of a relation's product to several supermarket chains and resulted in Klaus Kinkel becoming leader of the FDP. On Jan. 12, 1993 a Berlin court dropped manslaughter charges against Erich Honecker in connection with his shoot-to-kill policy in the former East Germany. On Feb. 18, 1993 east German engineering-sector employers tore up a 1991 wage increase contract which was to see east German workers salaries increased to that of their west German counterparts during 1994, however with productivity running at one-third the west German workers east German employers complained that they would go out of business if they were to offer the wage increases. In March 1993 the government announced the Solidarity Pact over the rising cost of unification and lack of confidence. The pact delayed the much needed austerity measures and allowed for the reintroduction of a special income tax surcharge to take effect in 1995, however with announcement by the finance minister that the federal deficit in 1993 would be closer to DM 70 billion versus the DM 43 billion originally forecast combined with increasing unemployment payments the government faced a spending crisis. As a result Germany's independent central bank, the Bundesbank, called for strict control of public finances and announced that as a result of the governments failure to cut spending that there would be no lowering of Germany's high interest rates. On May 3, 1993 the leader of the SDP, Bjorn Engholm resign from his office after admitting he had lied to a parliamentary investigating committee while Gunther Krause of the CDU also resigned on May 6, 1993 following a series of scandal allegations involving the misuse of public funds. On May 12, 1993 Max Streibl the prime minister of Bavaria announced his resignation after it was alleged he had accepted free holidays and flights from a Bavarian aircraft manufacturer. In early May 1993 the IG Metall workers union began trikes over the 9% engineering-sector wage increase offer and by May 14, 1993 a deal had been struck that allayed the equalization of east-west wages until 1996 although provided an immediate increase settlement of just less than the original 26%. On May 26, 1993 Bundestag deputies were jeered by thousands of protesters as the government parties finally ended years of arguments and agreed to amendments to the constitution that tightened Germany's open-door policy on foreign asylum seekers. On May 29, 1993 five Turks, two women and three children, died after their house in Solingen was set on fire and by the end of the year four youths were arrested in connection with the attack. In mid-June 1993 the SDP members elected Rudolf Scharping to replace Engholm as party leader. In August 1993 currency speculation developed over the battle between the government and the Bundesbank that lead to the widening of the European exchange rate mechanism (ERM) from 2.5% to 15%. In mid-August 1993 the government announced a DM 22 billion savings package that formed its second attempt to control public spending. In Sept. 1993 Kohl presented his "Report on Safeguarding Germany's Economic Future" that called for a new flexibility and dynamism in the society. In mid-Sept. 1993 Chancellor Kohl announced his support of Steffen Heitmann, an east German and CDU justice minister, for presidential elections to be held in Feb. 1994. On Sept. 16, 1993 three former East German minister were sentenced to jail for their part in the shootings at the Berlin Wall. In October 1993 the Bundesbank's president Helmut Schlesinger was succeeded by Hans Tietmeyer and Germany became the last of the 12 EU members to complete the ratification of the Maastricht Treaty after the constitutional court had rejected several objections. In late Oct. 1993 the former head of the Stasi secret police, Erich Mielke, was sentenced to six years jail for the killing of two policemen in 1931. In Nov. 1993 unemployment in western Germany had reached a postwar high of 2,490,000 or 7.8%. Also during 1993 the UN appealed for Germany to find a way around its constitutional restrictions and play a full part in international security missions.


CURRENCY: The official currency is the Deutsche Mark (DM) divided into 100 Pfennig.


ECONOMY: Gross National Product; USD $1,908,570,000,000 (1993). National Debt; DM 651,180,000,000 (1993). Imports; DM 600,966,000,000 (1994). Exports; DM 673,121,000,000 (1994). Tourism Receipts; USD $10,587,000,000 (1994). Balance of Trade; DM 72,160,000,000 (1994). Economically Active Population; 40,179,000 or 49.5% of total population (1993). Unemployed; 8.7% (1993).


MAIN TRADING PARTNERS: Its main trading partners are the EU, Switzerland, Japan and the USA. 

MAIN PRIMARY PRODUCTS: Antimony, Arsenic, Barley, Bismuth, Coal, Cobalt, Fish, Fruit and Vegetables, Grapes and Wine, Iron Ore, Lead, Lignite, Livestock, Milk and Dairy Products, Oats, Oil and Natural Gas, Potash, Potatoes, Rye, Salt, Sugar Beets, Timber, Wheat, Zinc. 

MAJOR INDUSTRIES: Aircraft, Agriculture, Cement, Chemicals, Ceramics, Computers, Electrical and Electronic Equipment, Food Processing, Forestry and Fishing, Glass, Iron and Steel, Machinery, Mining, Motor Vehicles, Non Ferrous Metals, Optical Equipment, Petroleum Products, Precision Instruments, Railway Equipment, Textiles, Tools. 

MAIN EXPORTS: Chemicals, Food, Instruments, Iron and Steel, Lignite, Machinery, Motor Vehicles, Potash, Railway Equipment, Textiles, Yarns and Fabrics.


TRANSPORT: Railroads; route length 91,432 km (56,813 mi) (1991), passenger-km 57,034,000,000 (35,439,000,000 passenger-mi) (1991), cargo ton-km 82,219,000,000 (56,312,000,000 short ton-mi) (1991). Roads (former W.Germany); length 496,652 km (308,605 mi) (1989). Vehicles; cars 32,007,000 (1991), trucks and buses 1,619,000 (1991). Merchant Marine; vessels 1,574 (1992), deadweight tonnage 5,636,000 (1992). Air Transport; passenger-km 114,312,000,000 (71,030,000,000 passenger-mi) (1990), cargo ton-km 4,410,000,000 (3,020,000,000 short ton-mi) (1990).


COMMUNICATIONS: Daily Newspapers; total of 355 with a total circulation of 26,425,000 (1991). Radio; receivers 36,186,000 (1994). Television; receivers 32,314,000 (1994). Telephones; units 36,899,800 (1993).


MILITARY: 339,900 (1995) total active duty personnel with 68.8% army, 8.4% navy and 22.8% air force while military expenditure accounts for 1.6% (1993) of the Gross National Product (GNP).

OFFICIAL NAME: United States of America 

CAPITAL: Washington DC 

SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT: Federal Multiparty Republic 

AREA: 9,372,608 Sq Km (3,618,784 Sq Mi) 

ESTIMATED 2000 POPULATION: 271,290,000


LOCATION & GEOGRAPHY: The United States is located on the North American Continent and is the fourth largest country in the world. The national territory consists of three separated territories. (1.) The continental 48 states, (2.) Alaska and (3.) Hawaii. The country consists of an east Atlantic coastal plain which is 320 km (198 miles) in width and is backed by the Appalachian Mountain Range from the Great Lakes in the north to Alabama state in the south. The Appalachian Range is divided into parallel chains that include the Allegheny Mountains, the Blue Ridge Mountains and the Catskill Mountains. South of the Appalachians the Atlantic coastal plain broadens out into the Gulf of Mexico and down to the Florida Peninsula, while to the west the Gulf Plains run north where the Ozark Mountains separate them from the higher, Great Plains. The Great Plains rise east to west to meet the Rocky Mountains which have elevations of over 4,200 metres (13,780 feet). Of the continental 48 states, 25% of the land area is made up of plateaux while another 25% consists of mountains and the coastal plains account for about 10%. The coast of southeast Alaska is mountainous with glaciers and fjords while the Alaskan Peninsula and Aleutian Islands form an arc of more than 75 volcanoes. Interior Alaska is for the most part the drainage basin of the state's principal river, the Yukon and its tributaries. The Arctic Slope is a fringe less coastal plain containing Point Barrow the northern most point in the USA. The Hawaiian Islands are volcanic formations of basaltic lava flows, located in the Pacific Ocean. The territory consists of 5 principal islands as well as four smaller ones while the terrain is hilly and the coastlines are mostly rocky and rough. Northeast USA is drained by rivers, such as the Genesee, that flow into the St. Lawrence or Great Lakes. The east coast rivers such as the Susquehanna, Hudson, Delaware, Potomac, Roanoake and Savannah flow into the Atlantic Ocean. The central plains are drained by the great Red-Missouri-Mississippi River System as well as the Trinity, Saline, Alabama and Flint Rivers which flow into the Gulf of Mexico. The Columbia River in Washington state flows to the Pacific Ocean and in the southwest the Colorado river flows to the Gulf of California. Other U.S. dependencies or territories; American Samoa - see separate entry; Guam - is the southern most and largest of the Mariana Islands, located around 2,170 km (1,300 mi) west of Honolulu, Hawaii. The island is of volcanic origin and is surrounded by coral reefs while the climate is tropical maritime, characterized by warm and humid conditions which are moderated by the northeast trade winds; Virgin Islands - consists of 68 islands and are located 64 km (40 mi) east of Puerto Rico. The islands have a rugged and mountainous terrain with little level land while the climate is sub-tropical with relatively low humidity although conditions are tempered by the easterly trade winds; Marshall Islands - see separate entry; The Federated States of Micronesia - see separate entry; Northern Mariana Islands - consists of 16 islands located around 5,635 km (3,381 mi) west-southwest of Honolulu, Hawaii. The southern islands are composed of limestone and ringed by coral reefs while the northern islands are of volcanic origin. The climate is tropical maritime, moderated by the northeast trade winds; Palau also known as Belau - consists of some 200 islands in an archipelago that stretches for 650 km (390 mi), located 7,150 km (4,290 mi) southwest of Hawaii and 1,160 km (696 mi) south of Guam. The terrain varies from mountainous islands such as Babelthuap to low, flat coral islands ringed by reefs. The wet season is from May to November and typhoons are also common; Baker Island - is a small uninhabited island located in the North Pacific Ocean around halfway between Hawaii and Australia, and is mostly a flat sandy coral island; Jarvis Island - a small uninhabited island located in the South Pacific Ocean around 2,090 km (1,254 mi) south of Hawaii, and is sandy coral island with a fringing reef; Johnston Atoll - is a small uninhabited island located in the North Pacific Ocean around 1,328 km (797 mi) southwest of Hawaii. The islands have a maximum elevation of 4 metres (13 feet) and are a former nuclear weapons test site; Midway Islands - are a group of islands located some 2,350 km (1,410 mi) northwest of Honolulu, Hawaii. The islands are low, flat coral formations with a tropical climate, moderated by the prevailing easterlies. Major Cities (pop. est.); New York 7,333,000, Los Angeles 3,449,000, Chicago 2,732,000, Houston 1,702,000, Philadelphia 1,524,000, San Diego 1,152,000, Phoenix 1,049,000, Dallas 1,023,000, San Antonio 999,000, Detroit 992,000 (1994). Land Use; forested 30%, pastures 25%, agricultural-cultivated 20%, other 25% (1993).


CLIMATE: The United States has a varied climate with conditions characteristic of temperate deserts to arctic. In general, the eastern seaboard has a continental climate due to the masses of air moving principally from west to east, except for Florida where the winters are the warmest in Continental USA and summers are hot with tornadoes common in the Mississippi River region. Central USA has a continental climate with extreme variations in temperature. Winters are usually cold with frequent blizzards while summers are hot and subject to tornadoes with conditions semiarid to the west and humid to the east. Coastal California has a warm Mediterranean climate while the Pacific Northwest Coast has a maritime climate influenced by the prevailing westerlies with cool summers and mild winters. Average temperature ranges in Washington DC are from -3 to 6 degrees Celsius (27 to 43 degrees Fahrenheit) in January to 20 to 31 degrees Celsius (68 to 88 degrees Fahrenheit) in July.


PEOPLE: The principal ethnic group are the Whites of European origin who account for approximately 76% of the population. Other ethnic minorities include African Americans who account for 12% of the population while Hispanics account for around 9%, Asians and Pacific Islanders for around 3% and the AmerIndians, Eskimos and Aleuts constitute 0.7% combined.


DEMOGRAPHIC/VITAL STATISTICS: Density; 27 persons per sq km (70 persons per sq mi) (1993). Urban-Rural; 75.2% urban, 24.8% rural (1991). Sex Distribution; 48.8% male, 51.2% female (1991). Life Expectancy at Birth; 73.0 years white male, 68.1 years black or other male, 79.7 years white female, 76.2 years black or other female (1991). Age Breakdown; 22% under 15, 23% 15 to 29, 24% 30 to 44, 14% 45 to 59, 12% 60 to 74, 5% 75 and over (1991). Birth Rate; 15.7 per 1,000 (1993). Death Rate; 8.6 per 1,000 (1993). Increase Rate; 7.1 per 1,000 (1993). Infant Mortality Rate; 8.5 per 1,000 live births (1992).


RELIGIONS: Mostly Christians with 53% of the population Protestant while 26% are Roman Catholic and 8% are other denominations. Other religious minorities include Jews which account for 2% and Muslims for 2% of the population.


LANGUAGES: The United States has no official language, although English is the national language. Other languages include a sizable Spanish speaking minority as well as other various ethnic minority languages.


EDUCATION: Aged 25 or over and having attained: incomplete primary education 6.2%, primary 4.4%, incomplete secondary 11.0%, secondary 38.6%, some post secondary 18.4%, higher 21.4% (1991). Literacy; literate population aged 15 or over 166,497,565 or 95.5% (1980).


MODERN HISTORY - WWII TO 1993: In 1945 the United States became a founding member of the UN. In Mar. 1947 Pres. Harry S. Truman announced the establishment of the Truman Doctrine, which pledged US support to nations threatened by communism. In Sept. 1949 the Soviet Union was able to detonate its first atomic bomb, which resulted in the US developing the hydrogen bomb, which was in turn quickly matched by the Soviet Union. During the late 1940's and throughout the 1950's the Cold War race for military superiority was well underway with both countries competing in development and stock piles of nuclear weapons. From 1950 to 1953 the US fought in the Korean War and supported France in their Indochina War from 1946 to 1954. In 1953 Dwight D. Eisenhower succeeded Pres. Truman. In 1954 the Supreme Court ruled that compulsory segregation in public schools was unconstitutional. In 1955 Martin Luther King began organizing a civil disobedience movement to protest discrimination against the Blacks which resulted in serious riots during the 1960's. In 1961 John F. Kennedy was elected President and in Apr. 1961 there was an abortive CIA-backed attempt, called the Bay of Pigs, to oust Cuban President, Fidel Castro, . In 1962 after the discovery of Soviet nuclear missile bases in Cuba, the US imposed naval as well as air blockades on Cuba while Pres. Kennedy demanded that the Soviet Union dismantle the missiles. For several days the world stood on the brink of its first nuclear war, however, the USSR later removed the missiles. On Nov. 22, 1963 Pres. Kennedy was assassinated in Dallas, Texas by Lee Harvey Oswald and was succeeded by Lyndon Baines Johnson. In 1964 King's movement finally led to the enactment of the Civil Rights Act. In Aug. 1964 the Tonkin Gulf resolution was passed which led to the US sending combat troops in 1965 to join Vietnam's war, which it had been supporting since 1961. On July 20, 1969 astronaut Neil Armstrong became the first man to set foot on the moon. In 1969 widespread antiwar demonstrations began to escalate and in 1970 four students were shot dead by the National Guard during a protest at Kent State University after US incursions into Cambodia. In 1973 the US removed its last ground troops from Vietnam. In Aug. 1974 Pres. Richard Nixon, who was elected in 1969, became the first president to resign from office due to the "Watergate Affair" which resulted from his handling of an investigation into a burglary of the Democratic Party's headquarters, by a team hired by the President's Republican campaign party. Pres. Nixon was succeeded by his Vice President, Gerald Ford. In 1976 Democrat, Jimmy Carter was elected President and in 1978 Pres. Carter was instrumental in the Camp David Accord which secured peace between Egypt and Israel. In 1979 the US established diplomatic relations with China. In 1980 Ronald Reagan was elected President and in Mar. 1981 just two months after the President's inauguration there was an unsuccessful assassination attempt by John Hinckley. In 1985 the US and USSR began summit meetings which were followed by subsequent summits in 1987 and 1988 that led to the Treaty on Intermediate Nuclear Forces (INF) which provided for the elimination of all Soviet/US intermediate nuclear land-based weapons. Between 1985 and 1986 the US attempted to win the release of hostages held by Lebanese Islamic fundamentalists through secret arms deals with Iran so that the proceeds from the sales could aid the Contra guerrillas in Nicaragua. These secret arms deals later became known as the Iran-Contra affair. In Apr. 1986 Pres. Reagan ordered the bombing of key Libyan military installations after demands were ignored to halt their support of terrorist activities around the world. In Nov. 1986 National Security adviser Robert Macfarlane, his successor Adml. Poindexter and Lt.Col. Oliver North were implicated in the IranContra affair. In 1986 the US space craft Challenger exploded just minutes after being launched and all 7 crew members were killed. In 1989 Pres. Reagan was succeeded by his Vice President, George Bush and in Dec. 1989 Pres. Bush ordered US troops to invade Panama, to remove and arrest Gen. Manuel Noriega, who was returned to the US to stand trial on several drug indictments. In Aug. 1990 Pres. Bush sent troops to Saudi Arabia in a build up to the Gulf War after Iraq's invasion and annexation of Kuwait. On Jan. 17, 1991 "Operation Desert Storm" began and by Feb. 27, 1991 Kuwait had been liberated with only 148 of the 450,000 troops killed in action. In Oct. 1991 the US actively increased its diplomatic efforts for peace around the world and in particular for regional peace in the Middle East between the Israeli and Arab states. In Nov. 1991 the US economy was showing signs of a worsening recession with some 240,000 job cuts by employers and business insolvencies up by 11% despite unemployment being on 7.1% in December. Also in 1991 the last remaining US kidnap hostages held in Lebanon as a result of the Arab-Israeli conflict were released and the US announced a $1 billion package of loan guarantees for the former USSR following its breakup. In 1992 race riots erupted in Los Angeles following the acquittal of four white policemen caught on camera beating an African American motorist, Rodney King. In the riots thousands of African American and Hispanic locals took to the streets burning and looting shops and business. As a result of the riots property damage ran into the hundreds of millions of dollars and the white LA Police Dept. chief, Darryl Gates retired and was succeeded by an African American, Willie Williams. In Sept. 1992 Hurricane Andrew caused billions of dollars in property damage and left thousands homeless after it lashed the Florida Peninsula. In Nov. 1992 Democrat, William Jefferson "Bill" Clinton was elected to succeed George Bush as President. In Dec. 1992 the US committed some 28,000 troops to Somalia for humanitarian aid. Also in 1992 the US administration met with Russian Pres. Boris Yeltsin and agreed to a further Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty, START II. In Jan. 1993 Bill Clinton was inaugurated as President, and then declared he would seek an end to the US military forces ban on homosexuals. Early in his term Pres. Clinton endeavored to introduce two new pieces of legislation, an economic stimulation plan and a deficit reduction plan, both of which met with stiff opposition from the Republicans. After months of negotiations the deficit reduction legislation, which was expected to cut $500 million from the budget deficit, passed through the Senate despite being watered down. In 1993, under the guidance of first lady Hillary Clinton, the government announced a overhaul of the US health care system in which there was to be universal coverage for all Americans, employer contributions of up to 80% of their employees' health insurance costs and a system of controls over medical costs. Also in 1993 Pres. Clinton announced that the US troops based in Somalia were to be completely withdrawn by March 1994 following the death of 18 soldiers in a gun battle after a failed attempt to capture the main warlord, Muhammad Farah Aydid.


CURRENCY: The official currency is the Dollar (USD) divided into 100 Cents.


ECONOMY: Gross National Product; USD $6,738,400,000,000 (1994). National Debt; USD $4,613,524,000,000 (1994). Imports; USD $683,830,000,000 (1994). Exports; USD $512,416,000,000 (1994). Tourism Receipts; USD $77,653,000,000 (1994). Balance of Trade; USD -$151,300,000,000 (1994). Economically Active Population; 131,056,000 or 50.3% of total population (1994). Unemployed; 6.1% (1994).


MAIN TRADING PARTNERS: The United States trades with almost 200 countries and its main trading partners are Canada, Japan, Taiwan, South Korea, Hong Kong, China, Germany, other EU countries and Latin America. 

MAIN PRIMARY PRODUCTS: Cereals, Citrus Fruits, Coal, Copper, Cotton, Fish, Gold, Iron Ore, Lead, Livestock, Molybdenum, Oil Seeds, Oil and Natural Gas, Potatoes, Silver, Soya Beans, Sugar, Timber, Tobacco, Vegetables and Fruits, Zinc. 

MAJOR INDUSTRIES: Aircraft, Chemicals, Computers, Electronics, Fishing, Forestry, Iron and Steel, Motor Vehicles, Mining, Paper and Pulp, Telecommunication Equipment, Textiles. 

MAIN EXPORTS: Aircraft, Cereals, Chemicals, Coal, Electrical and Electronic Goods, Fruit and Vegetables, Instruments, Machinery, Motor Vehicles, Petroleum Products, Soya Beans, Small Metal Manufactures, Textiles, Tobacco.


TRANSPORT: Railroads; route length 225,000 km (139,808 mi) (1991), passenger-km 22,043,000,000 (13,697,000,000 passenger-mi) (1991), cargo ton-km 1,573,880,000,000 (1,077,950,000,000 short ton-mi) (1991). Roads; length 6,257,882 km (3,888,466 mi) (1991). Vehicles; cars 142,955,623 (1991), trucks and buses 45,416,312 (1991). Merchant Marine; vessels 5,710 (1992), deadweight tonnage 25,646,378 (1992). Air Transport; passenger-km 794,901,000,000 (493,928,000,000 passenger-mi) (1992), cargo ton-km 22,381,000,000 (15,329,000,000 short ton-mi) (1992).


COMMUNICATIONS: Daily Newspapers; total of 1,710 with a total circulation of 62,000,000 (1995). Radio; receivers 538,000,000 (1993). Television; receivers 211,000,000 (1994). Telephones; lines 147,000,000 (1993).


MILITARY: 1,547,300 (1995) total active duty personnel with 33.9% army, 28.6% navy, 11.1% marines and 26.4% air force while military expenditure accounts for 4.7% (1993) of the Gross National Product (GNP).

OFFICIAL NAME: Canada 

CAPITAL: Ottawa 

SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT: Federal Multiparty Parliamentary State with Sovereign Monarchy 

AREA: 9,976,139 Sq Km (3,851,809 Sq Mi) 

ESTIMATED 2000 POPULATION 30,532,900


LOCATION & GEOGRAPHY: Canada is located on the North American Continent and occupies nearly all of it north of the United States except for Alaska to the west and a few small French islands. Topographically, Canada is divided into five regions. (1.) The Atlantic provinces which consist of rounded hills and rolling plains as well as rugged coasts. (2.) The Great Lakes-St. Lawrence lowlands which consist of fertile low lying plains and constitute the heartland of the population. (3.) The Canadian Shield which is an area of Precambrian rock with moss covered, frozen subsoil and treeless plains in the north as well as thick forests to the south. The Canadian Shield extends beyond the US border in two areas, the head of Lake Superior and in the Adirondack Mountains while as a whole it accounts for almost 50% of the land area. The shield is often described as a huge saucer centered on the Hudson and James Bays while it has an average elevation of less than 610 metres (2,000 feet). (4.) The interior plains which are unforested in the south and forested in the north with large deposits of oil and potash. (5.) The Cordillera region which is the western strip of folded and faulted mountains and plateaux. The country's highest point is Mount Logan at 5,951 metres (19,525 feet) which is located in the Yukon Territory while the average elevation for the Western Cordillera region is over 4,500 metres (14,765 feet). The Arctic Archipelago is located on a submerged plateau while a deeply submerged continental shelf runs along the entire west coast of the Arctic Archipelago from Banks Island to Greenland. The largest islands are those in the Arctic Archipelago, extending from St. James Bay to Ellesmere while on the western coast they are Vancouver and Queen Charlotte Islands, as well as Newfoundland, Prince Edward Island, Cape Breton, the Grand Manan and Campobello Islands and Anticosti Island on the eastern coast. The country's chief rivers include the Yukon and Mackenzie in the west, the North Saskatchewan, South Saskatchewan, Saskatchewan and the Athabasca Rivers in central Canada as well as the Ottawa and St. Lawrence Rivers in the east. Major Cities (pop. est.); Toronto 3,893,000, Montreal 3,127,000, Vancouver 1,602,500, Ottawa 921,000, Edmonton 840,000, Calgary 754,000, Winnipeg 652,500, Quebec 645,500, Hamilton 600,000 (1991). Land Use; forested 54%, pastures 3%, agricultural-cultivated 5%, other 38% (1993).


CLIMATE: Canada has a continental climate which is arctic in the north and maritime near the west coast, while near the US border a narrow strip has a temperate climate with cold winters. The north Canadian coast is permanently icebound except for Hudson Bay which is only frozen for 9 months of the year. The west coast and some inland valleys have mild winters and mild summers with rainfall occurring throughout the year. On the Atlantic coast the winter temperatures are warmer than those of the interior, but summer temperatures are lower. Much of the southern interior of Canada has high summer temperatures and long cold winters. Average temperature ranges in Ottawa are from -15 to -6 degrees Celsius (5 to 21 degrees Fahrenheit) in January to 15 to 26 degrees Celsius (59 to 79 degrees Fahrenheit) in July.


PEOPLE: The population consists of either Anglo-Canadian or French-Canadian descendants with 34% of the population of British origin, 26% of French origin and 26% of other European origin. The indigenous AmerIndian and Eskimo groups represent only 1.5% of the population. The Canadian AmerIndians are distinguished into 7 cultural groups which are the Algonkin tribes, the Agricultural tribes of the eastern woodlands, the Plains tribes, the Pacific Coast tribes, the Western Cordillera tribes, the Basin tribes of the Yukon and Mackenzie Rivers, and the Eskimo tribes.


DEMOGRAPHIC/VITAL STATISTICS: Density; 3 persons per sq km (7 persons per sq mi) (1993). Urban-Rural; 76.6% urban, 23.4% rural (1991). Sex Distribution; 49.3% male, 50.7% female (1991). Life Expectancy at Birth; 74.0 years male, 80.6 years female (1991). Age Breakdown; 21% under 15, 23% 15 to 29, 25% 30 to 44, 15% 45 to 59, 11% 60 to 74, 5% 75 and over (1991). Birth Rate; 15.2 per 1,000 (1990). Death Rate; 7.2 per 1,000 (1990). Increase Rate; 8.0 per 1,000 (1990). Infant Mortality Rate; 6.8 per 1,000 live births (1990).


RELIGIONS: Mostly Christians with 45% of the population Roman Catholic while 36% are either Anglican or of the United Church.


LANGUAGES: The official languages are French and English, although 61% of the population speak English as their native language while 24% speak French. The remainder have a native tongue other than French or English.


EDUCATION: Aged 25 or over and having attained: less than and complete primary education 20.6%, secondary 35.0%, post secondary/vocational 25.1%, university 19.3% (1986). Literacy; literate population aged 14 or over 16,185,000 or 95.6% (1975).


MODERN HISTORY - WWII TO 1993: In 1945 Canada joined the UN and in 1949 Canada founded the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) with the USA. In 1958 the Progressive Party won the largest majority in the House of Commons in Canadian history. In 1959 the St. Lawrence Seaway, a joint US-Canadian project was opened and in 1962 the Trans-Canadian Highway, the country's first ocean to ocean road was complete. In 1965 a new official flag flew for the first time. In 1967 Canadians celebrated the 100th anniversary of confederation with Expo '67 and a resurgence in French nationalism occurred after the visit by French Pres. Charles de Gaulle. This resulted in the formation of the Quebec Party which demanded complete separation from the federation. In 1969 The official Languages Act was put in place which required Federal facilities in Canada to provide service in both French and English if 10% of the people in a particular area speak either language. In Oct. 1970 militant separatists in Quebec kidnapped a provincial government official, who was murdered, as well as a British diplomat who was later liberated. In 1977 Quebec's Bill 101 declared French the official language of Quebec requiring governments, schools and businesses to use French. In 1980 voters in Quebec rejected a proposal to give provincial leaders the authority to negotiate with the federal government for independence. In 1982 a Constitutional Act ended British control over amendments to Canada's constitution and the Act also included a new Bill of Rights. In 1984 the Progressive Conservative Party with Brian Mulroney as leader won general elections. In 1987 the government tentatively agreed to a far reaching constitutional amendment at Meech Lake. On June 3, 1987 the Meech Lake Accord was finally approved which provided Quebec with the status of a "distinct society" and the right to preserve and promote that status. On Nov. 21, 1989 Prime Minister Mulroney took office and the US/Canadian free-trade agreement which he had negotiated came into effect in Jan. 1989. In 1990 the national debate again shifted back to the Meech Lake Accord and the refusal of two of the ten provinces to ratify the pact resulted in its failure. As a result there was a new impetus for Quebec's secession and they refused to sign the new 1982 Constitution until certain safeguards were put in place. In 1988 Quebec's Supreme Court ruled that the province's law banning English-language signs was unconstitutional, however, Quebec passed a new law outlawing those signs. In response some other nearby provinces declared themselves as exclusively English-speaking. In June 1990 an attempt to secure unanimous approval among the provinces for constitutional changes outline in the "Meech Lake" accord failed. In Feb. 1991 Quebec Premier Robert Bourassa issued an ultimatum to the rest of Canada to draw up a new constitution giving Quebec greater powers by the end of 1992 or Quebec will vote on secession. In April 1991 the government announced it was prepared to allocate $355 million over the next 5 years to settle native land claims while in June the AmerIndians chose a new leader with the election of Ovide Mercedi, a Cree lawyer from Manitoba, as national chief of the Assembly of First Nations. In June 1991 a report from a 12-member commission, called the "Citizens' Forum on Canada's Future", found that many Canadians believed Quebec should not be given powers that would result in citizenship differentiation and that many also had reservations about bilingualism as official policy. Also in June 1991 Canada decided to join NAFTA and began talks with the US and Mexico. On Sept. 24, 1991 Prime Minister Mulroney's government put forward constitutional proposals to a special Senate-House of Commons committee that also considered other provinces desires while Quebec had made it clear it was intending to hold a referendum on the constitutional revisions in Oct. 1992. The proposals included shared citizenship and diversity, responsive institutions for a modern Canada and preparing for a more prosperous future while public opinion in both Ottawa and Quebec were mixed and cautious. On Mar. 12, 1992 a new round of constitutional talks with the federal government began with objective to reach a "multilateral consensus" on reform amongst the provinces, territories and native groups. On June 10, 1992 a long-term dispute with France of fishing zones around the islands of St. Pierre and Miquelon was settled by an international panel that allowed the French fisherman to access some 2,537 sq mi of their claimed 13,703 sq mi. On Aug. 4, 1992 the premiers of the provinces met with Mulroney with encouraging results and a series of sessions held over the following days. On Aug. 11, 1992 the US, Canada and Mexico reached an agreement on the NAFTA Treaty that would establish a free-trade zone of some 364 million people, although it still required ratification the the three countries' governments. On Aug. 22, 1992 approval for a final package of changes was announced with all government and native groups agreeing that a national referendum on the proposals was needed. The new proposals in the accord included the reduction in the number of Senate representatives from 104 to 62 while the number of seats in the House of Commons was to be increased by 42 to a total of 337 while the inherent right to self-government for the aboriginal peoples was recognized along with Quebec's position of a "distinct society". On Oct. 26, 1992 the proposals were decisively turned down by Canadians in the national referendum while although political leaders believed that an opportunity was lost most agreed that a no vote was preferable to a split between Canada and the Quebec province. Also during 1992 Canada sent 1,200 peace-keeping troops to Yugoslavia in March with another 1,200 assigned to assist later while 750 troops were sent to Somalia to help in relief operations there. On Feb. 24 1993 Prime Minister Mulroney announced his retirement with a bilingual woman, Kim Campbell, elected as his successor. On June 25, 1993 Campbell was sworn in as Canada's first female prime minister while national elections held on Oct. 25, 1993 resulted in the election of Jean Chretien of the Liberal Party as the country's new prime minister. Prime Minister Chretien was sworn in on Nov. 4, 1993 while Campbell stepped down as Progressive Conservatives party leader on Dec. 13, 1993. In 1993 Canada's international image as a leading peace-keeper was stained after 4 Canadian soldiers on the peace-keeping mission in Somalia were charge with torture and negligence and two with second-degree murder after 4 civilians were killed. By the end of 1993 Canada had spent some $1 billion on peace-keeping activities in Yugoslavia. Also during 1993 interest rates as a result of the economic recession had dropped to a twenty year low.


CURRENCY: The official currency is the Dollar (Can) divided into 100 Cents.


ECONOMY: Gross National Product; USD $574,936,000,000 (1993). National Debt; Can $443,278,000,000 (1991). Imports; Can $169,316,000,000 (1993). Exports; Can $181,026,000,000 (1993). Tourism Receipts; USD $5,897,000,000 (1993). Balance of Trade; Can $19,300,000,000 (1994). Economically Active Population; 14,056,000 or 48.30% of total population (1994). Unemployed; 11.1% (1994).


MAIN TRADING PARTNERS: Its main trading partners are the USA, the EU and Japan. 

MAIN PRIMARY PRODUCTS: Asbestos, Cereals, Coal, Cobalt, Copper, Dairy Products, Fish, Fruit and Vegetables, Gold, Gypsum, Iron Ore, Lead, linseed, Livestock, Nickel, Oil and Natural Gas, Potash, Rape seed, Salt, Silver, Sulfur, Timber, Titanium, Tobacco, Uranium, Zinc. 

MAJOR INDUSTRIES: Agriculture, Aluminum, Cement, Chemicals, Fertilizers, Food Processing, Forestry, Hydroelectricity, Iron and Steel Engineering, Mining, Oil and Gas Refining, Paper and other Timber Products, Telecommunications, Transport Equipment. 

MAIN EXPORTS: Cereals, Chemicals, Coal, Crude Oil, Foodstuffs, Machinery, Metal Ores, Motor Vehicles, Natural Gas, Paper, Petroleum Products, Timber, Wood Pulp.


TRANSPORT: Railroads; route length 86,880 km (53,985 mi) (1990), passenger-km 1,166,000,000 (725,000,000 passenger-mi) (1990), cargo ton-km 239,404,000,000 (163,968,000,000 short ton-mi) (1990). Roads; length 849,404 km (527,795 mi) (1991). Vehicles; cars 13,061,000 (1991), trucks and buses 3,744,012 (1991). Merchant Marine; vessels 1,185 (1992), deadweight tonnage 2,896,830 (1992). Air Transport; passenger-km 57,873,000,000 (35,961,000,000 passenger-mi) (1991), cargo ton-km 1,391,200,000 (952,833,000 short ton-mi) (1991).


COMMUNICATIONS: Daily Newspapers; total of 108 with a total circulation of 5,500,000 (1993). Radio; receivers 26,878,000 (1994). Television; receivers 17,400,000 (1994). Telephones; units 16,470,900 (1993).


MILITARY: 70,500 (1995) total active duty personnel with 28.8% army, 14.2% navy, 24.3% air force and 32.7% not identified while military expenditure accounts for 2.0% (1993) of the Gross National Product (GNP).

OFFICIAL NAME: People's Republic of China 

CAPITAL: Beijing (Peking) 

SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT: Single Party Socialist Republic 

AREA: 9,596,961 Sq Km (3,705,408 Sq Mi) 

ESTIMATED 2000 POPULATION 1,275,631,000


LOCATION & GEOGRAPHY: China is located in Central and East Asia. It is bound by Mongolia, Russia and Kazakhstan to the north, North Korea, the Yellow Sea and the East China Sea to the east, the South China Sea, the Gulf of Tonkin, Vietnam, Laos, Myanmar, India, Bhutan and Nepal to the south as well as India, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan to the west. Over 66% of China is upland hill, mountains and plateaux while the highest mountains and plateaux are found to the west. To the north and east of the Tibetan Plateau the land decreases to the desert or semidesert areas of Sinkiang and Inner Mongolia. To the northeast the broad fertile Manchurian Plains are separated from North Korea by the densely forested uplands of Changpai Shan. East of the Tibetan Plateau and south of Inner Mongolia is the Sichuan Basin which is drained by the Yangtze River that flows east across the southern plains to the East China Sea. The southern plains along the east coast of China have rich, fertile soils and are protected from the north winds. Both Hong Kong and Macau are enclosed on the southeast coast. Major Cities (pop. est.); Shanghai 7,496,500, Beijing 5,769,600, Tientsen 4,574,700, Shen-yang 3,603,700, Wu-han 3,284,200, Canton 2,914,300, Harbin 2,443,400 (1990). Land Use; forested 14%, pastures 43%, agricultural-cultivated 10%, other 33% (1992).


CLIMATE: China has a varied climate that can be divided into seven climatic zones. (1.) North East China which has cold winters that are influenced by strong northerly continental winds while summers are warm and humid with unreliable rainfall. (2.) Central China which has warm humid summers with the coastal regions occasionally subject to cyclones and typhoons. (3.) South China where summers are hot and humid with heavy rainfalls between April to September. (4.) South West China which is mountainous with the summer temperatures moderated by altitude, while the wet winters are mild with little rain. (5.) The Tibetan region which is a high plateau where winters are severe with frequent light snow and frost, while summers are warm during the day but drop to extremes at night. Rainfall is also heaviest in summer. (6.) The western interior zone which has an arid desert climate with cold winters and rainfall is distributed evenly throughout the year. (7.) Inner Mongolia which comprises the mountain ranges and semi-desert lowlands has an extreme continental climate with cold winters and warm summers. Rainfall is vast while strong winds in winter and spring make the temperatures even colder. Average temperature ranges in Shanghai are from 1 to 8 degrees Celsius (34 to 36 degrees Fahrenheit) in January to 23 to 32 degrees Celsius (73 to 90 degrees Fahrenheit) in July or August.


PEOPLE: The principal ethnic majority are the Han Chinese who account for 92% of the population. The remaining 8% include Chuang, Hui, Uigur, Yi, Miao, Mangchu, Tibetans, Mongols, Ruyi and Koreans. Also other numerous lesser nationalities account for 67 Million, of which there are 55 ethnic groups.


DEMOGRAPHIC/VITAL STATISTICS: Density; 120 persons per sq km (311 persons per sq mi) (1991). Urban-Rural; 26.2% urban, 73.8% rural (1990). Sex Distribution; 51.6% male, 48.4% female (1990). Life Expectancy at Birth; 68.4 years male, 71.4 years female (1989). Age Breakdown; 28% under 15, 31% 15 to 29, 20% 30 to 44, 12% 45 to 59, 7% 60 to 74, 2% 75 and over (1989). Birth Rate; 21.0 per 1,000 (1990). Death Rate; 6.3 per 1,000 (1990). Increase Rate; 14.7 per 1,000 (1990). Infant Mortality Rate; 32.0 per 1,000 live births (1988).


RELIGIONS: Although officially an atheist state, the most important religious beliefs include Confucianism which accounts for 20% of the population while Taoism accounts for 2%, Buddhism for 6% with around 2% of the population Muslim and 1% Christian.


LANGUAGES: The official and national language is Putonghua or Mandarin which is based on the Beijing dialect with other principal dialects including Cantonese or Yue, Shanghainese or Wu, Fuzhou, Hokkien and Hakka as well as minority languages such as Tibetan and Mongolian.


EDUCATION: Aged 25 or over and having attained: no formal schooling or incomplete primary 44.5%, complete primary 32.7%, lower secondary 16.1%, upper secondary 5.6%, higher 1.1% (1982). Literacy; literate population aged 15 or over 609,283,011 or 72.6% (1982).


MODERN HISTORY - WWII TO 1993: In Jan. 1949 Chinese communists took control of Beijing and established the People's Republic of China on Oct. 1, 1949. In 1950 the army entered Tibet and completed its reannexation by 1951. On Feb. 14, 1951 China signed a 30 year Treaty of Friendship with the USSR and in 1953 China began its first 5 year plan for economic development. In 1958 the Communists launched the Great Leap Forward which severely weakened China's economy and resulted in widespread famine, disease and unrest. In the 1960's the friendly relations between China and the USSR ended. In 1959 a Tibetan uprising led to the flight of the Dalai Lama and thousands of his followers to India. In 1962 Chinese troops fought a border war with India after occupying disputed territories. From 1966 to 1969 the Cultural Revolution disrupted education, government and daily life. In 1972 US President Richard Nixon visited China. In 1979 China and US established normal diplomatic relations. In 1984 the Communist Party began economic reforms. In April 1989 Chinese students began demanding increased freedom of speech and pro democracy demonstrations took place in a number of cities as well as Tiananmen Square. The government invoked Martial Law with the demonstrators ignoring the decree while the demonstrations intensified. The Chinese leaders believed that the uprising was a dangerous mixture of turmoil and rebellion, and on June 4, 1989 troops took control of Central Beijing including Tiananmen Square by force, killing and injuring hundreds of unarmed civilians. In Jan. 1990 Martial Law was lifted and in early 1991 more than 30 people were prosecuted and imprisoned on charges of incitement and subversion. In March 1991 Jiang Zemin (Chiang Tse-min) and Lu Peng (Li P'eng) reiterated to the National People's Congress, the country's commitment to the Dengist policies of reform and opening to the outside world. In July 1991 a speech by General Secretary Jiang Zemin marking the 70th anniversary of the founding of the Communist Party of China (CPC) reiterated China's commitment to building socialism with Chinese characteristics. In the summer of 1992 massive floods in eastern and southern China inundated some 20 million ha (50 million ac) of cultivated land and claimed around 20,000 lives. A nationwide relief campaign was established and for the first time China solicited relief contributions from foreign countries. The floods further enhanced plans to proceed with water controls measures such as the controversial Three Gorges project on the upper Yangtze River. In 1992 and after the disintegration of socialism throughout Eastern Europe and the USSR, China initiated the implementation of a socialist market economy and restored diplomatic relations with Vietnam, Japan and Western Europe while relations with the US worsened. In Jan. 1992 during an inspection tour of southern China, Deng urged the acceleration of China's market-orientated economic reforms and strongly defended his policy of opening to the world while in March his announcements were officially translated in policy during the CPC's Central Committee. In 1992 the CPC continued their campaign against political dissent, with Chinese courts publicly pronouncing sentences on dozens of pro-democracy activists for various "counterrevolutionary activities" while Amnesty International and Asia Watch denounced the continued systematic abuse of political prisoners. The CPC's aversion to political liberalization was further evident when Chris Patten, Hong Kong's new governor, further democratized the colony's Legislative Council which drew harsh denunciations from CPC officials with Beijing threatening to cancel the 1984 Sino-British agreement over the transfer of sovereignty in 1997 in which the maintenance of Hong Kong's distinct way of life was guaranteed. In Aug. 1992 a mass riot erupted in Shenzhen (Shen-chen) where a million people queued to buy stocks on the booming local exchange, which resulted in police using tear gas to disperse the rioters while a fever of capitalism continued to grip everyone from corrupt high officials to ordinary workers. Also during 1992 China intensified its interactions with the rest of the world in order to accelerate its domestic economic development while it also improved its strategic and diplomatic position in Asia. In Mar. 1993 Li Peng announced to the National People's Congress (NPC) a plan to restructure the State Council by cutting government staff by 25% over a three-year period and also reducing the number of ministries and commissions from 86 to 59. In May 1993 there were demonstrations Lhasa, Tibet by thousands of anti-Chinese, pro-democracy protesters which were silenced in a show of Chinese force. In Sept. 1993 China was unsuccessful in its bid to host the 2000 Olympics principally as a result of its human rights record. In Nov. 1993 a diplomatic initiative by the new US President Bill Clinton to reverse a downward spiral in Sino-American relation resulted in the meeting with Jiang Zemin, who was seen as the main putative successor to Deng, to discuss the continued renewal of China's most-favored-nation status which depended on an improvement of its poor human rights record. As a result, well-known political prisoners were treated as a valuable commodity to be released in carefully planned quantities throughout 1993 to satisfy the Western demands for visible progress in human rights. Also in 1993 there was jostling for political position among the central party and government officials while ongoing devolution of power from the center to the provinces as a result of China's continuing economic and social transformations. At the end of 1993 the CPC unveiled an economic reform program aimed at accelerating China into a socialist market economy without threatening the local and central CPC elite.


CURRENCY: The official currency is the Yuan (Y) divided into 10 Jiao and 100 Fen.


ECONOMY: Gross National Product; USD $581,109,000,000 (1993). Public Debt; USD $70,024,000,000 (1993). Imports; USD $103,950,000,000 (1993). Exports; USD $91,763,000,000 (1993). Tourism Receipts; USD $7,323,000,000 (1994). Balance of Trade; Y 126,800,000,000 (1994). Economically Active Population; 584,569,200 or 54.7% of total population (1987). Unemployed; 2.0% (1987).


MAIN TRADING PARTNERS: Its main trading partners are the USA, Japan, Hong Kong, Germany, Canada, Australia and Singapore. 

MAIN PRIMARY PRODUCTS: Aluminum, Antimony, Asbestos, Bauxite, Coal, Copper, Cotton, Fish, Iron Ore, Jute and Hemp, Lead, Livestock, Manganese, Mercury, Oil and Natural Gas, Phosphate Rock, Rice, Salt, Soya Beans, Sugar Beets, Sulfur, Tea, Timber, Tin Ore, Tobacco, Uranium, Wheat, Zinc. 

MAJOR INDUSTRIES: Agriculture, Cement, Fertilizers, Iron and Steel, Light Industry, Machinery, Mining, Ornaments, Petroleum Refining, Products, Textiles, Vehicles. 

MAIN EXPORTS: Chemicals, Clothing, Crude Oil, Coal, Foodstuffs, Machinery, Minerals, Petroleum Products, Textiles Yarns and Fabrics.


TRANSPORT: Railroads; route length 66,918 km (41,581 mi) (1990), passenger-km 261,600,000,000 (162,551,000,000 passenger-mi) (1990), cargo ton-km 1,059,300,000,000 (725,515,000,000 short ton-mi) (1990). Roads; length 1,014,342 km (630,283 mi) (1990). Vehicles; cars and buses 1,464,297 (1989), trucks 3,463,735 (1989). Merchant Marine; vessels 1,948 (1990), deadweight tonnage 20,749,954 (1990). Air Transport; passenger-km 21,800,000,000 (13,546,000,000 passenger-mi) (1990), cargo ton-km 800,000,000 (547,920,000 short ton-mi) (1990).


COMMUNICATIONS: Daily Newspapers; total of 74 with a total circulation of 39,597,000 (1988). Radio; receivers 206,000,000 (1994). Television; receivers 227,880,000 (1994). Telephones; units 18,888,200 (1992).


MILITARY: 2,930,000 (1994) total active duty personnel with 75.1% army, 8.9% navy and 16.0% air force while military expenditure accounts for 2.7% (1993) of the Gross National Product (GNP).

OFFICIAL NAME: Japan (Nippon) 

CAPITAL: Tokyo 

SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT: Constitutional Monarchy 

AREA: 377,576 Sq Km (145,783 Sq Mi) 

ESTIMATED 2000 POPULATION 126,994,100


LOCATION & GEOGRAPHY: Japan is an island state comprising a group of four principal islands and several smaller ones, off the east coast of Asia. It is bound by the Sea of Japan, the Korea Strait and the East China Sea to the west, the Pacific Ocean to the east and the La Perouse Strait to the north. The four principal islands are Hokkaido, Honshu, Shikoku and Kyushu. The islands of Japan are extremely mountainous with the plains and intermontane basins only accounting for 25% of the national territory. Central Japan is marked by the convergence of three mountain chains that form the Hida Mountains or Japanese Alps. The dormant volcano of Mt. Fuji is the country's highest point and the territory has 265 known volcanoes, of which around 20 are still active. Major Cities (pop. est.); Tokyo 8,021,900, Yokohama 3,300,500, Osaka 2,575,000, Nagoya 2,153,300, Sapporo 1,744,800, Kobe 1,519,000, Kyoto 1,448,400 (1994). Land Use; forested 67%, pastures 2%, agricultural-cultivated 12%, other 19% (1993).


CLIMATE: The climate of Japan is quite distinct for each region, but it is generally of two major types. (1.) A marine or oceanic climate that is influenced by the Kuroshio or Black Current and the Oyashio or Parent Current. (2.) A tropical climate that is regulated by the Asian monsoons while the Asian mainland climate also controls the temperature and precipitation in Japan. Two periods of heavy rains occur, the Plum Rains in June and the other in September. Between these two periods the country is hot, humid and rainless with typhoons occurring from the end of summer through to October. The cycle and length of the seasons also varies depending on each region. Average temperature ranges in Tokyo are from -2 to 8 degrees Celsius (28 to 46 degrees Fahrenheit) in January to 22 to 30 degrees Celsius (72 to 86 degrees Fahrenheit) in August.


PEOPLE: The principal ethnic majority are the Japanese who account for 99.2% of the population while the remainder are the Burakumin, the Ainu and the Koreans.


DEMOGRAPHIC/VITAL STATISTICS: Density; 328 persons per sq km (849 persons per sq mi) (1991). Urban-Rural; 77.4% urban, 22.6% rural (1990). Sex Distribution; 49.1% male, 50.9% female (1991). Life Expectancy at Birth; 76.1 years male, 82.1 years female (1991). Age Breakdown; 18% under 15, 22% 15 to 29, 22% 30 to 44, 20% 45 to 59, 10% 60 to 69, 8% 70 and over (1991). Birth Rate; 10.0 per 1,000 (1990). Death Rate; 6.7 per 1,000 (1990). Increase Rate; 3.3 per 1,000 (1990). Infant Mortality Rate; 4.4 per 1,000 live births (1991).


RELIGIONS: The majority of Japanese have beliefs shared from Shintoism and Buddhism with 79% of the population Shinto, 81% Buddhist and 1% Christian.


LANGUAGES: The official language is Japanese with two chief dialects, Hondo and Nanto while it also has three forms of writing, Kanji, Hiragana and Katakana.


EDUCATION: Aged 15 or over and having attained: no formal schooling 0.3%, primary and lower secondary 38.5%, upper secondary 38.0%, college and vocational 5.7%, university 8.0% (1980). Literacy; literate population aged 15 or over virtually 100% (1990).


MODERN HISTORY - WWII TO 1993: After Japan's World War II surrender the US led allied occupation of Japan until 1952 led to the establishment of a democratic constitution as well as various socioeconomic reforms. As communist power rose in China, the US signed a self defense Security Treaty with Japan and proceeded to rearm the country. From 1950 to 1953 the Korean War boosted Japan's war torn economy through US procurement orders. In 1960 widespread riots erupted in protest to the renewal of the US Security Treaty. In 1964 the summer Olympic Games were held in Tokyo and the Bullet Train was also established. In 1970 Japan held the World Expo near Osaka, the first time such an event was held in Asia. In 1972 Japan reestablished full diplomatic relations with China and in the same year the US returned the Ryukyu island chain which it had held since World War II. In 1973 Japan experienced an oil crisis which exposed the country's deficiency of local energy supplies, however, by the second oil crisis of 1979 Japan was a world leader in energy saving technology. In 1974 former Prime Minister Sato was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. In Jan. 1989 Emperor Hirohito died and was acceded by Emperor Akihito in Nov. 1990. In 1989 there were political revelations of corruption and sexual misconduct which forced the resignation of Prime Minister Takeshita and Prime Minister Uno who was succeeded by Prime Minister Toshiki Kaifu. In Feb. 1990 Prime Minister Kaifu and his government, the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) were re-elected. During the 1991 Gulf War, political unrest escalated as Prime Minister Kaifu proposed the establishment and deployment of Japanese UN peace keeping troops, however, no troops were sent due to constitutional difficulties over the military role, although the government provided billions of dollars in financial aid. On Jan. 17, 1991 US trade representatives warned Tokyo that the opening of their closed rice market in the Uruguay round of GATT talks was important. On March 6, 1991 the US Rice Council was threatened with arrest over a rice display at a Japanese trade show and forced to remove it that resulted in a letter of protest to the Japanese Agriculture Minister Motoji Kondo on March 21, 1991. On April 5, 1991 following a two hour meeting between US President George Bush and Prime Minister Kaifu agreements were made to seek a "successful conclusion" to the rice issue. In Apr. 1991 the former USSR Pres. Mikhail Gorbachev became the first Soviet head of state to visit Japan. In June 1991 the country was rocked by another stock scandal involving secret compensation payments worth US $936 million over two years by the "Big Four", Nomura, Daiwa, Yamaichi and Niko investment firms for stock losses. On July 10, 1991 the government ordered the largest brokers to suspend business with corporate clients for four days. In Aug. 1991 Finance Minister Ryutaro Hahimoto's senior secretary was implicated in an illegal loan transaction that put in doubt his most likely to status of acceding to the LDP Presidency. On Oct. 27, 1991 Kiichi Miyazawa was elected head of the LDP and succeeded Toshiki Kaifu as Prime Minister while in the same month finance minister Ryutaro Hahsimoto resigned over a securities financial scandal involving the Tokyo Stock Exchange. On Jan. 8, 1992 US President Bush met with Prime Minister Miyazawa in Tokyo with issues focused strongly on trade issues and resulting in the signing of a two-part economic "global partnership" that called on Japan to make sacrifices to assist the US economy. On Jan. 9, 1992 Yasushi Akashi, the highest ranking UN official, was appointed to head the UN Transitional Authority in Cambodia (UNTAC). On Jan. 24, 1992 Prime Minister Miyazawa urged the nation to make a greater commitment to the international community that resulted in June 1992, after four days and nights of intense debate, of the passing of the LDP's legislation that allows the Self-Defense Forces (SDF) to participate in UN peace-keeping missions. On June 15, 1992 and in response to the passing of the bill 141 opposition members tendered their collective resignation, although it wasn't accepted by the government. On July 27, 1992 the LDP regained lost ground by wining 69 of the 127 contested upper house seats with the campaign based in principal of the single issue of Japanese involvement in overseas peace-keeping missions. On Aug. 27, 1992 the LDP's Vice President and main power broker Shin Kanemaru resigned following his admission that be had received US $4 million from the arrested President of the Tokyo Sagawa Kyubin, a major trucking company. On Sept. 6, 1992 the Cabinet officially approved a plan to send some 1,800 SDF and civilian personnel to Cambodia. On Dec. 11, 1992 Prime Minister Miyazawa reshuffled his cabinet following the split of the Noboru Takeshita faction. Also during 1992 some 100 politicians were named as recipients by a leading newspaper of "donations" from the Sagawa trucking company while the continuation of territorial dispute with Russia continued over the four southern Kuril islands north of Hokkaido. Russia had proposed in accordance with a 1956 declaration to return two of the four islands it had annexed at the end of WWII, although Japan rejected this proposal and with the backing of the G7 called on Russia to settle the problem on the basis of "law and justice". On Feb. 11, 1993 during meetings in Washington, Pres. Clinton urged Foreign Minister Watanabe to cut the US $46 billion trade surplus with them. On April 16, 1993 Pres. Clinton following a meeting with Prime Minister Miyazawa in Washington reported that he wanted "specific results" in the trade arena. Prime Minister Miyazawa responded that good relations couldn't exist under the threat of "unilateralism" or with "managed trade". On April 27, 1993 the Cabinet approved a second contingent of SDF on a UN peacekeeping mission in Mozambique. On June 9, 1993 Crown Prince Naruhito married Masako Owada, a former Foreign Ministry employee. On June 18, 1993 members of Parliament passed a motion of no confidence in the Prime Minister resulting in snap elections being announced. On July 10, 1993 following the G7 talks held in Tokyo, Japan and the US agreed on a "framework" for improved trade relations. On July 22, 1993 Miyazawa resigned as leader of the LDP and was succeeded by Yohei Kono. On July 29, 1993 seven anti-LDP parties formed a coalition and chose Mirihiro Hosokawa of the Japan New Party (JNP) as their candidate for Prime Minister. On Aug. 6, 1993 Hosokawa was elected Prime Minister and Takako Doi was elected as the country's first female speaker of the Diet (Parliament). On Aug. 23, 1993 Prime Minister Hosokawa announced his intention to overhaul the economy to revitalize domestic demand and to cut Japan's massive current account surplus. In the same address he announced electoral reforms that included a ban on corporate donations and expressed "remorse and apologies" for the Pacific conflict. On Dec. 14, 1993 Prime Minister Hosokawa following a decision to allow the importation of a modest amount of rice announced that he had made the "regrettable" choice despite the obvious opposition, although he felt it was necessary to foster international relations and free trade. In 1993 meetings were held between Prime Minister Miyazawa and Russian Pres. Boris Yeltsin, although no progress was made over their territorial dispute and the possibility of further financial aid for Russia. Also during the year the Japanese government officially apologized to Philippine Pres. Ramos over the forced prostitution of Filipino women during WWII and the Japanese Cabinet officially admitted that the military had been in control of the "comfort women" that include Korean, Australian and other Asian women.


CURRENCY: The official currency is the Yen (Y) .


ECONOMY: Gross National Product; USD $4,693,200,000,000 (1994). Public Debt; USD $2,166,400,000,000 (1994). Imports; Y 28,100,000,000,000 (1994). Exports; Y 40,500,000,000,000 (1994). Tourism Receipts; USD $3,557,000,000 (1993). Balance of Trade; Y 14,738,000,000,000 (1994). Economically Active Population; 66,430,000 or 53.2% of total population (1994). Unemployed; 2.9% (1994).


MAIN TRADING PARTNERS: Its main trading partners are the USA, the UK, other EU countries as well as East European, South East Asian and Middle Eastern countries. 

MAIN PRIMARY PRODUCTS: Coal, Edible Seaweeds, Fish, Fruit, Potatoes, Poultry, Rice, Shellfish, Silk, Sulfur, Sweet Potatoes, Tea, Timber, Vegetables. 

MAJOR INDUSTRIES: Cement, Electrical and Electronic Equipment, Fertilizers, Fishing, Food Processing, Forestry, Iron and Steel, Motor Cycles, Motor Vehicles, Non Ferrous Metals, Oil Refining, Optical Goods, Petrochemicals, Ships, Textiles, Watches. 

MAIN EXPORTS: Chemicals, Electrical and Electronic Equipment, Instruments, Iron and Steel, Machinery, Metal Goods, Motor Vehicles, Ships, Textiles.


TRANSPORT: Railroads; route length 27,454 km (17,059 mi) (1988), passenger-km 361,795,000,000 (224,809,000,000 passenger-mi) (1988), cargo ton-km 23,478,000,000 (16,080,000,000 short ton-mi) (1988). Roads; length 1,110,000 km (689,722 mi) (1990). Vehicles; cars 36,621,085 (1990), trucks and buses 22,476,409 (1990). Merchant Marine; vessels 10,000 (1990), deadweight tonnage 40,828,199 (1990). Air Transport; passenger-km 95,383,000,000 (59,268,000,000 passenger-mi) (1990), cargo ton-km 13,232,579,000 (9,062,993,000 short ton-mi) (1990).


COMMUNICATIONS: Daily Newspapers; total of 121 with a total circulation of 71,924,000 (1994). Radio; receivers 110,000,000 (1994). Television; receivers 100,000,000 (1994). Telephones; units 58,459,000 (1993).


MILITARY: 239,500 (1995) total active duty personnel with 63.1% army, 18.3% navy and 18.6% air force while military expenditure accounts for 1.0% (1993) of the Gross National Product (GNP).

OFFICIAL NAME: French Republic 

CAPITAL: Paris 

SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT: Multiparty Republic 

AREA: 549,183 Sq Km (212,041 Sq Mi) 

ESTIMATED 2000 POPULATION 59,047,000


LOCATION & GEOGRAPHY: France is located in West Europe and the territory includes the island of Corsica in the Mediterranean Sea as well as various other overseas departments and territories. It is bound by Belgium, Luxembourg and Germany to the north and northeast, Switzerland, Italy and Monaco to the east, the Mediterranean Sea to the southeast, Spain and Andorra to the south and the Atlantic Ocean to the west. France is distinguished topographically by the four Hercynian Massifs. (1.) The Ardennes in the western tip. (2.) The Vosges to the south. (3.) The Armorican which protects the Paris Basin to the west and (4.) the Central Massif which separates the north and south of France. All of these massifs are composed of granite, sandstone or shale. Between the massifs lie undulating floors of lowland corridors which include the Paris Basin, the Poiteau Gate, the Basin of Aquitaine, the Garonne Basin and the coastal plain. Beyond these lowland corridors rise the walls of the Jura Mountains, the Alps and the Pyrenees which form the frontiers of France. The drainage system of France is based on its five major rivers, the Loire, Garonne, Rhone, Rhine and Seine. Major Cities (pop. est.); Paris (metropolitan area) 9,060,000, Marseille 1,231,100, Lyon 1.262,200, Toulouse 608,400, Nice 475,500, Strasbourg 338,500, Nantes 492,300 (1990). Land Use; forested 27%, pastures 20%, agricultural-cultivated 35%, other 18% (1993).


CLIMATE: France's climate ranges from a Mediterranean in the south with warm humid winters and hot dry summers to a maritime in the northwest with mild winters and cool summers as well as frequent fine rain or drizzle. In the east a continental climate is dominant, characterized by cold winters with frost, long periods of snow cover and warm summers with thunderstorms. France receives an average of 450 billion cubic metres of precipitation per annum as either rain or snow and no part of the country receives less than 508 mm (20 inches) annually. Average temperature ranges in Paris are from 1 to 6 degrees Celsius (34 to 46 degrees Fahrenheit) in January to 14 to 25 degrees Celsius (57 to 77 degrees Fahrenheit) in July.


PEOPLE: The French are largely of Celtic or Latin origin and account for around 91% of the population. Other ethnic minorities include people of Teutonic, Slavic, North African, Indo-Chinese and Basque origins.


DEMOGRAPHIC/VITAL STATISTICS: Density; 104.7 persons per sq km (271.1 persons per sq mi) (1991). Urban-Rural; 74.3% urban, 25.7% rural (1990). Sex Distribution; 48.7% male, 51.3% female (1990). Life Expectancy at Birth; 72.7 years male, 80.9 years female (1990). Age Breakdown; 19% under 15, 22% 15 to 29, 23% 30 to 44, 16% 45 to 59, 13% 60 to 74, 7% 75 and over (1990). Birth Rate; 13.5 per 1,000 (1990). Death Rate; 9.3 per 1,000 (1990). Increase Rate; 4.2 per 1,000 (1990). Infant Mortality Rate; 7.4 per 1,000 live births (1990)


RELIGIONS: Mostly Christians with around 76% of the population Roman Catholic while other Christian denominations account for 4% and Muslims account for 3% of the population.


LANGUAGES: The official language is French. Other languages and/or dialects spoken are Provencal, Breton, Corsican, German, Dutch and Basque.


EDUCATION: Employed adult population having attained: primary 60.2%, lower secondary 22.9%, upper secondary 9.2%, higher 7.7% (1982). Literacy; literate population aged 15 or over 41,112,000 or 98.8% (1980).


MODERN HISTORY - WWII TO 1993: After World War II France became one of the five great UN powers and played an important part in the Cold War between the communist countries and the western nations. In 1949 France became a charter member of the anticommunist North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), while in 1946 the first revolt by a French colony began in Indo-China led by the communist Ho Chi Minh rebels. On May 7, 1954 after a humiliating defeat France was forced at the Geneva Convention to withdraw from Indo-China which was eventually divided into Kampuchea (Cambodia), Laos, North Vietnam and South Vietnam. In the same year a revolution broke out in the French territory of Algeria and Pres. Charles de Gaulle sent troops to Algeria resulting in a full scale civil war. To prevent revolutions in Morocco and Tunisia, France granted them independence in 1956 while other French Colonies in Africa received their independence by 1960. In 1957 France and other West European nations formed the European Union (EU) and by 1958 large numbers of French people wanted to end the fighting in Algeria which angered French army leaders. In May 1958 they rebelled and threatened to overthrow the government. A new constitution was set up on Sept. 28, 1958 which established the fifth French republic. In 1961 it was realized that only Algerian independence would end their civil war and Pres. de Gaulle negotiated a ceasefire in March 1962. Algeria gained its independence in July 1962 and in March 1966 France withdrew militarily from NATO but remained a member politically. In May 1968 many demonstrations, strikes and violence due to the dissatisfaction with de Gaulle's government resulted in the deaths of three people when riot police were sent in and on May 30, 1968 Pres. de Gaulle dissolved the National Assembly blaming communists for the trouble. Since the mid 1960's France has supported the government of Chad against rebels by supplying military aid and at times troops. In May 1981 Francois Mitterrand was elected President and in 1982 France sent troops to Lebanon as part of a peacekeeping force. In 1983 a terrorist bombing killed 54 French troops in Beirut which resulted in France withdrawing its troops from Lebanon in 1984. In July 1985 the French defense ministry sent secret service agents to sink the Rainbow Warrior, a Greenpeace ship, which was preparing to protest French nuclear testing in the Pacific. The sinkage resulted in the death of one crew member. In May 1988 Pres. Mitterrand was reelected and in 1989 France celebrated the bicentenary of the French Revolution. In May 1990 there was an outbreak of anti-Semitic racial crimes principally against Arabs as well as a marked increase in the publication of anti-Semitic literature. In 1991 France sent troops and equipment to Saudi Arabia and played a major part in the US-led coalitions removal of Iraq from Kuwait. Anti-government sentiment also arose after a police officer was dismissed for investigating the ruling Socialist Party's secret financing networks and the removal of a judge who also attempted to investigate the matter himself. On May 5, 1991 Pres. Mitterrand replaced Prime Minister Michel Rocard with Edith Cresson. In Aug. and Sept. 1991 there were mass demonstrations by nurses and farmers, with some 200,000 farmers taking to the streets of Paris in protest to the government's policy towards agriculture. The protests and outcry lasted several weeks and resulted in the Prime Minister issuing a security order on Oct. 21, 1991 restricting government ministers to Paris and Pres. Mitterrand demanding the government to "reestablish order in the Republic". After poor regional elections results in Mar. 1992 Prime Minister Cresson was forced to resign and was succeeded by the Finance Minister Pierre Beregovoy. In July 1992 a drivers licensing reform based on a points system initiated by the former Prime Minister Cresson took effect and resulted in the truck drivers' lobby organizing a blockade of several large cities that caused havoc during the busy vacation season. Prime Minister Beregovoy responded by sending an unarmed tank to clear the roadblock along the main north highway. In Aug. 1992 prison guards went on strike following the murder of several guards by prisoners during an escape. In Sept. 1992 the French voted in a referendum on the Maastricht Treaty and ultimately European economic unity which resulted in a slim 51.05% "Yes" vote majority. In the same month severe flash-floods caused widespread property damage. In Oct. 1992 officials from the National Blood Transfusion Center were convicted by a Paris tribunal after infecting and knowingly distributing HIV contaminated blood to 1,300 hemophiliacs during 1985, later the former Prime Minister Laurent Fabius and two of his ministers were sent before the High Court of Justice for their part in the HIV-blood scandal. Also during 1992 alleged corruption scandals against members of the ruling Socialist Party continued to plague the government throughout the year. In 1993 corruption scandals continued with Prime Minister Beregovoy himself implicated in a interest-free million Franc loan in 1986 from Roger-Patrice Pelat, close friend of Mitterrand and one of the persons implicated in the 1989 insider-trading scandal over the takeover of the state-owned Pechiney. In Mar. 1993 the Socialist Party lost the general elections with the conservative parties of the right winning the majority of seats in the National Assembly. On Mar. 29, 1993 Pres. Mitterrand named the former finance minister Edouard Balladur of the Gaullist Rally for the Republic (RPR) as the country's new prime minister. On May 1, 1993 former Prime Minister Beregovoy committed suicide on the bank of a canal which resulted in a dispute between judges and journalists over responsibility for his death. In May 1993 Prime Minister Balladur implemented a number of economic and social reforms aimed at "the rectification of France" while his popularity as prime minister surpassed 60% for many months. In Oct. 1992 the government relinquished its austerity plans for Air France after a 16 day strike by workers who occupied the runways and air access into Paris. In Nov. 1993 the Senate approved a controversial scheme to create a 32-hour workweek with cuts in pay. Also in 1993 unemployment reached 3.4 million while the Franc also temporarily fell 3% against the German DM as a result of the European Exchange Rate Mechanism (ERM). Also during the year there were French fears of a united Europe when it came to GATT after the US launch attacks, under the so-called Blair House compromise, against French agriculture.


CURRENCY: The official currency is the Franc (F) divided into 100 Centimes.


ECONOMY: Gross National Product; USD $1,317,950,000,000 (19924. Public Debt; F 2,246,000,000,000 (1994). Imports; F 1,279,663,000,000 (1994). Exports; F 1,311,798,000,000 (1994). Tourism Receipts; USD $23,410,000,000 (1993). Balance of Trade; F 87,800,000,000 (1994). Economically Active Population; 25,485,500 or 44.0% of total population (1994). Unemployed; 12.4% (1994).


MAIN TRADING PARTNERS: Its main trading partners are the USA, Japan, the former USSR, Germany, Belgium, Luxembourg, the UK and the Netherlands. 

MAIN PRIMARY PRODUCTS: Barley, Bauxite, Cattle, Coal, Fruit and Vegetables, Grapes, Iron Ore, Maize, Oats, Oil and Natural Gas, Pigs, Potash, Potatoes, Poultry, Salt, Sheep, Sugar Beets, Timber, Uranium, Wine, Wheat. 

MAJOR INDUSTRIES: Aircraft, Agriculture, Aluminum, Cars, Cement, Chemicals, Electrical Goods, Electronics, Engineering, Fishing, Food Processing, Forestry, Iron and Steel, Oil and Gas Refining, Perfume, Textiles. 

MAIN EXPORTS: Cars, Cereals, Chemicals, Clothing, Electrical Equipment, Iron and Steel, Leather Goods, Petroleum Products, Processed Foods, Textiles, Wine.


TRANSPORT: Railroads; route length 34,421 km (21,388 mi) (1989), passenger-km 63,588,000,000 (39,512,000,000 passenger-mi) (1990), cargo ton-km 51,528,000,000 (35,292,000,000 short ton-mi) (1990). Roads; length 804,450 km (499,862 mi) (1989). Vehicles; cars 23,010,000 (1989), trucks and buses 5,175,000 (1989). Merchant Marine; vessels 900 (1990), deadweight tonnage 5,573,925 (1990). Air Transport; passenger-km 49,452,000,000 (30,728,000,000 passenger-mi) (1989), cargo ton-km 3,939,000,000 (2,698,000,000 short ton-mi) (1989).


COMMUNICATIONS: Daily Newspapers; total of 116 with a circulation for 90 newspapers of 10,096,000 (1993). Radio; receivers 49,000,000 (1993). Television; receivers 29,300,000 (1993). Telephones; units 31,600,000 (1994).


MILITARY: 409,000 (1995) total active duty personnel with 59.0% army, 15.7% navy and 21.8% air force while military expenditure accounts for 3.4% (1993) of the Gross National Product (GNP).

OFFICIAL NAME: Russian Federation 

CAPITAL: Moscow 

SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT: Federal Multiparty Republic 

AREA: 17,075,400 Sq Km (6,592,800 Sq Mi) 

ESTIMATED 2000 POPULATION: 148,518,500


LOCATION AND GEOGRAPHY: Russia occupies a large area of Eastern Europe and Northern Asia. It is bound by the Barents Sea and Norway to the northwest, Finland, the Gulf of Finland, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania and Belarus to the west, Ukraine, the Black Sea, Georgia and Azerbaijan to the southwest, the Caspian Sea, Kazakhstan, Mongolia and China to the south, the Sea of Japan to the southeast, the Sea of Okhotsk and Bering Sea to the east, the East Siberian and Chukchi Seas to the northeast as well as the Laptev Sea, Arctic Ocean and Kara Sea to the north. Around 70% of the total land area consists of broad plains. In the west lies the East European Plain which includes the low Valdai, Central Russian and Volga Hills as well as the Oka-Don and Caspian Lowlands. The north to south Ural Ranges, which have an average elevation of between 800 and 1,200 metres (2,625 and 3,937 feet), marks the eastern boundary of the East European Plain. Further east, the flat and broad West Siberian Plain, which contains marshy lowlands, gives way to the strongly uplifted Middle Siberian Plateau. A complex chain of deep river valleys cut the undulating plateau and in various places high mountains rise above the plateau's surface. Further east the plateau transforms into the Central Yakut Plain. The mountainous regions are predominant in the east and south, although the northern ranges of the Greater Caucasus which include the country's highest point Mt. El'Brus at 5,642 metres (18,510 feet) and others are also found in European Russia. Many active volcanoes are also found along the Pacific coast of the Far East and throughout the Kuril Islands. Russia also contains some 2 million fresh and saltwater lakes as well as many glaciers in the Arctic and high mountain regions. In addition, there are also around 120,000 rivers in the northern area of Siberia with most icebound for eight months of the year. Major Cities (pop. est.); Moscow 8,570,000, Petersburg 4,321,000, Nizhny Novgorod 1,425,000, Novosibirsk 1,418,000, Yekaterinburg 1,347,000, Samara 1,223,000, Omsk 1,161,000, Chelyabinsk 1,125,000, Kazan 1,092,000, Ufa 1,092,000, Perm 1,086,000, (1994). Land Use; forested 46%, pastures 5%, agricultural-cultivated 8%, other 41% (1993).


CLIMATE: Russia's climate is almost universally continental, although it increases from west to east as the Atlantic Ocean's influence decreases. The climate of East Siberia is severely continental while the northern areas have an arctic climate. In the southern areas of the Far East, the monsoonal climate is influenced by the Pacific Ocean resulting in moderately warm and rainy summer conditions while winter is cold with little snow. Throughout Russia, winters are cold while summers are hot in the south and relatively warm elsewhere. Snow cover lasts from 60 to 80 days in the south and from 260 to 280 days in the Far North with the northern areas of the Far East experiencing permafrost. Rainfall is highest in the westerly mountain regions which has an average annual precipitation of up to 2,000 mm (79 inches) while on the East European Plain it averages between 600 and 700 mm (24 to 27.5 inches) and up to 1,000 (39 inches) in the southern areas of the Far East. Average temperature ranges in Moscow are from -16 to -9 degrees Celsius (3 to 16 degrees Fahrenheit) in January to 13 to 23 degrees Celsius (5 to 73 degrees Fahrenheit) in July.


PEOPLE: The principal ethnic majority are the Russians who account for 82% of the population while 3% are Ukrainians and 4% are Tartars. Other ethnic minorities include Armenians, Azerbaijani, Kazakhs, Jews and Germans.


DEMOGRAPHIC/VITAL STATISTICS: Density; 9 persons per sq km (22 persons per sq mi) (1993). Urban-Rural; 73.7% urban, 26.3% rural (1992). Sex Distribution; 47.0% male, 53.0% female (1992). Life Expectancy at Birth; 63.5 years male, 74.3 years female (1991). Age Breakdown; 23% under 15, 21% 15 to 29, 24% 30 to 44, 16% 45 to 59, 10% 60 to 69, 6% 70 and over (1992). Birth Rate; 12.1 per 1,000 (1991). Death Rate; 11.4 per 1,000 (1991). Increase Rate; 0.7 per 1,000 (1991). Infant Mortality Rate; 17.8 per 1,000 live births (1991).


RELIGIONS: Mostly Christians with the majority of the population Russian Orthodox.


LANGUAGES: The official language is Russian which is spoken by the majority of the population while each ethnic minority also has its own language.


EDUCATION: Aged 15 or over and having attained: primary or no formal schooling 19.4%, incomplete secondary 21.0%, secondary and incomplete post secondary 48.3%, higher 11.3% (1989). Literacy; N/A.


MODERN HISTORY - WWII TO 1993: On Dec. 8, 1991 Russia declared its independence, although prior to independence its history was closely tied with that of the former Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR). In Mar. 1953 Yosef Stalin died and was succeeded by Georgy Malenkov who was in turn forced to relinquish the party leadership to Nikita Khrushchev after a little over one week in power. In 1955 the Warsaw pact militarily aligned the Soviet Union with other communist countries and in Nov. 1956 the Soviet Red Army invaded Hungary to quell uprisings. In 1957 three communist ministers unsuccessfully attempted to depose Khrushchev which resulted in their expulsion from the central committee. In 1962 under Khrushchev's rule the USSR was involved in the Cuban Missile crisis and in the same year relations with China were broken off as a result of ideological differences. In Oct. 1964 Khrushchev was forced to retire and was succeeded by Leonid Brezhnev. In Aug. 1968 the Warsaw Pact forces led by the Red Army invaded Czechoslovakia to halt their Prague Spring reforms. In 1977 Breshnev was elected President. In Nov. 1982 Brezhnev died and was succeeded by Yuri Andropov, the former head of the KGB. Andropov introduced limited economic reforms and established an anti-corruption program. In Feb 1984 Andropov died and was succeeded by Konstantin Chernenko who in turn died on Mar. 10, 1985. On Mar. 11, 1985 Mikhail Gorbachev was elected as Chernenko's successor and Gorbachev embarked on a program which restructured the USSR's relations with the West. Gorbachev also established Glasnost (openness) as well as Perestroika (restructuring and reform). In Apr. 1986 a meltdown in the reactor of the Chernobyl nuclear power station in Ukraine sent radioactive fallout across northern Europe. In Dec. 1987 the USSR and USA signed the Treaty on Intermediate Nuclear Forces (INF). In Feb. 1988 a dispute erupted between Armenia and Azerbaijan over the enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh which resulted in mass demonstrations and strikes in the two republics. In Dec. 1988 an earthquake in Armenia killed some 50,000 people. In Apr. 1989 troops violently repressed demonstrations in Tbilisi, the capital of Georgia. In Dec. 1989 the Lithuanian Parliament adopted multiparty politics. In Jan. 1990 Gorbachev visited Lithuania and was met by some 250,000 pro-independence demonstrators. In Feb. 1990 some 18 people were killed in riots over housing discrimination in Tajikistan. In May 1990 Boris Yeltsin was elected President of the Russian Federation and on Nov. 1, 1990 launched a 500 day plan to give the Russian Republic a free market economy. In June 1990 Nakhichevan an Azerbaijani enclave bordering Iran declared its intention for a unification with Iran while a civil war was escalating between Azerbaijan and Armenia. In the same month around 150 people were killed during ethnic clashes in Kyrgyzstan. In Jan 1991 another 15 people were killed as the Red Army seized a television station in Lithuania while in Latvia the Soviet Black Berets killed 5 people in an attack on the ministry building. In the same month troops were being deployed in Ukraine, Georgia, Armenia and Moldova. In Mar. 1991 pro-Yeltsin demonstrators held a mass rally. On Aug. 18, 1991 as Gorbachev was vacationing in the Crimea, the Politburo hard liners attempted a coup to remove Gorbachev from power through the declaration of a State of Emergency under the control of a State Committee. Almost immediately republic leaders declared the emergency committee illegal as well as unconstitutional and began to barricade their parliaments as troops and tanks were deployed throughout the republics. By Aug. 20 senior officers had refused to order their troops to use force against the civilians and on Aug. 21, 1991 the coup collapsed as troops were ordered to return to their barracks. Immediately following the unsuccessful coup many republics suspended or purged the communist party and on Sept. 5, 1991 after 3 days of debate the 74 years of centralized communist control came to an end. In 1992 Russia acquired the former USSR's permanent seat on the UN Security Council as its defacto successor and also took over all Soviet properties and embassies abroad. In Jan. 1992 Russia became a founding member of the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) following agreements reached in Nov. 1991 with Ukraine and Belarus. Also in Jan. 1992 Prime Minister Yegor Gaidar announced plans for price liberalization that resulted in rapid price increases while the central bank began to extend further credit to support industry and trade. Following Russia's initiative, which resulted from the effects of the common currency and each republics implementation of trade barriers to protect their industries and goods, the other CIS republics followed suit. Russia also imposed export quotas and taxes which resulted in exporters leaving their hard-currency earnings in foreign offshore banks while imports were also centralized. On March 31, 1992 the 18 of the 20 sovereign republics signed a federal treaty that established the Russian Federation, with Tartarstan endeavoring to gain a separate agreement with the federation and Checheno-Ingushetia announcing its independence. In June 1992 Pres. Yeltsin and Ukraine's Pres. Leonid Kravchuk reached an agreement over the former USSR's Black Sea Fleet in which command was to be withdrawn from the CIS, the point of contention and be placed under a joint Russian-Ukrainian command for three years. Also in June 1992 Russia recognized and sided with the Transdnistria republic separatists from Moldova. In July 1992 Russia signed high-level economic and military agreements with Belarus. In Sept. 1992 Russia and Georgia signed an agreement that recognized Abkhazia as a part of Georgia while the Russian Parliament under the speaker, Ruslan Khasbulatov threatened to annex South Ossetia, another conflict spot in Georgia. In Oct. 1992 Pres. Yeltsin banned the Parliament's (Supreme Soviet) private army following Khasbulatov's continual demands that the government be subordinate to it rather than the president. In Nov. 1992 the Constitutional Court ruled that the Communist Party ban was constitutional, following the Communists claims that the 1991 ban was unconstitutional. In Dec. 1992 Pres. Yeltsin made various deals including the slowdown of market reforms with the influential Civic Union, a center-right coalition of four groups, in an attempt to halt demands that the government resign. However, on Dec. 9, 1992 during a session of the Congress of the People's Deputies, Pres. Yeltsin and the Congress clashed over their failure to endorse Yegor Gaidar as Prime Minister with Pres. Yeltsin describing the congress as a "fortress of conservative and reactionary forces." On Dec. 12, 1992 Pres. Yeltsin and Ruslan Khasbulatov agreed to a national referendum on a new constitution to be held in April 1993, that many of Pres. Yeltsin's emergency powers be extended until the referendum, that the Congress could nominate and vote on its own choices for Prime Minister as well as the President's nomination and that it also had the right to reject the President's nominations for the Defense, Foreign Affairs, Interior and Security ministries. On Dec. 14, 1992 Pres. Yeltsin nominated Viktor Chernomyrdin as Prime Minister which the Congress confirmed. On Dec. 29, 1992 Russia and the US announced they had agreed on the terms for the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START II) pact which would reduce each country's nuclear arsenal by two-thirds. Also in 1992 Russia signed a bilateral treaty with Britain and Pres. Yeltsin pledged to abandon military support for North Korea following his visit to South Korea. In early 1993 Khasbulatov and the Parliament adopted the tactic of blocking Pres. Yeltsin that gradually wore away his control over the government. On March 10, 1993 Khasbulatov opened the eighth Congress of People's Deputies with a strong attack on Pres. Yeltsin accusing him of acting unconstitutionally and voted to amend the constitution, strip Pres. Yeltsin of his emergency powers and cancel the planned constitutional referendum for April. Pres. Yeltsin responded by walking out of the Congress while the first deputy Prime Minister Vladimir Shumeyko declared the referendum would proceed on April 25, 1993. On March 16, 1993 Pres. Yeltsin in accordance with a ruling of the eighth Congress meeting decreed that the chairman of the central bank and three other officials should be members of the government, although the Congress's ruling made it clear that the officials would continue to be subordinate to the Parliament. On March 20, 1993 Pres. Yeltsin announced that he intended to establish a "special regime" accusing the Parliament of attempting to restore communist control, although the Constitutional Court ruled that he was acting unconstitutionally. On March 26, 1993 the ninth Congress led by Khasbulatov attacked Pres. Yeltsin, although the deputies narrowly failed to reach the required two-thirds majority votes to impeach the President. The Congress voted that in order for Pres. Yeltsin to win the referendum he had to obtain 50% of the electorate and not just a 50% majority, however, the Constitutional Court supported Pres. Yeltsin in ruling that he only required a simple majority. On April 25, 1993 some 64.5% of the electorate voted with 58.7% expressing confidence in Pres. Yeltsin, 53% expressing confidence in his social and economic policies, 49.5% supported early presidential elections and 67.2% supported early parliamentary elections. In April 1993 Pres. Yeltsin attended a summit with US Pres. Clinton in Vancouver B.C, Canada following which the US extended a US $1.6 billion aid package. In June 1993 Pres. Yeltsin convened a constitutional assembly with some 700 representatives approving a draft constitutional on July 12, 1993 that envisaged the dissolvement of the Congress and establishment of a bicameral legislature. Following which the Supreme Soviet (Parliament) immediately rejected the draft constitution declaring the Congress of the People's Deputies was the ultimate lawmaking body and only they could decide on a new constitution. Also in July 1993 when the President was on holiday the Parliament passed decrees revising economic policy and launching investigations on key presidential advisors alleging corruption. In Aug. 1993 Pres. Yeltsin announced he would deploy all means necessary to bring about new parliamentary elections. On Sept. 1, 1993 Pres. Yeltsin suspended Vice Pres. Aleksandr Rutskoy and later agreed to Presidential elections if the Parliament also called elections, which they ignored. On Sept. 21, 1993 Pres. Yeltsin dissolved the Congress of People's Deputies and Supreme Soviet, decreeing elections for a two-chamber parliament were to held on Dec. 11-12, 1993. Following which the Supreme Soviet declared Yelstin's decree null and void, and proclaimed Rutskoy as President who in turn dismissed Yeltsin and three key ministers that led to a political impasse. On Sept. 24, 1993 Russia and nine other former USSR republics signed a Treaty on Economic Union. On Oct. 3, 1993 the political impasse between the Parliament led by Khasbulatov and the President turned into armed conflict as police failed to control demonstrators urged on by Khasbulatov who called for the storming of the Kremlin. Pres. Yeltsin responded by sending in Army tanks on Oct. 4, 1993 that proceeded to shell the Parliamentary building (White House) with Rutskoy and Khasbulatov ultimately surrendering. Following which Pres. Yeltsin banned many political parties and newspapers that supported the impasse and Khasbulatov while the Chairman of the Constitutional Court, Valery Zorkin was forced to resign and the court temporarily suspended. In Oct. 1993 Pres. Yeltsin visited Japan and apologized for the Soviet treatment of Japanese prisoners during WWII and further affirmed that the unfulfilled 1956 agreements on the return of two of the Kuril Islands were still valid. In Nov. 1993 Pres. Yeltsin introduced his new draft constitution for a two-year bicameral legislature in a television broadcast and announced a referendum and elections for Dec, 12, 1993. The new draft constitutional also enabled the President to appoint the Prime Minister and Military Leadership even if the Parliament disapproved of his nominations, and removed the ability for the President to be impeached if he breached the constitution. On Dec. 12, 1993 the draft constitution was approved by 60% of the voters. Also in Dec. 1993 the CIS Interstate Bank was established to facilitate trade transactions.


CURRENCY: The official currency is the Rouble (R) divided into 100 Kopecks.


ECONOMY: Gross National Product; USD $349,062,000,000 (1993). Public Debt; USD $130,800,000,000 (1995). Imports; USD $28,135,000,000 (1994). Exports; USD $49,935,000,000 (1994). Tourism Receipts; N/A. Balance of Trade; USD $21,800,000,000 (1994). Economically Active Population; 74,590,000 or 50.4% of total population (1994). Unemployed; 18.1% (1995).


MAIN TRADING PARTNERS: Its main trading partners are the CIS, Germany, Italy, the US and the UK. 

MAIN PRIMARY PRODUCTS: Antimony, Asbestos, Barley, Basalt, Bauxite, Coal, Cobalt, Copper, Corn, Diamonds, Gas, Gold, Granite, Iron Ore, Lead, Livestock, Marble, Mercury, Millet, Molybdenum, Nickel, Oats, Oil, Phlogopite, Platinum, Potassium Salt, Potatoes, Rye, Silver, Sugar Beets, Sunflowers, Timber, Tin, Tobacco, Tungsten, Various Precious and Semi Precious Stones, Vegetables, Wheat, Zinc. 

MAJOR INDUSTRIES: Agriculture, Armaments, Cement, Chemicals, Electronic Equipment, Engineering, Fertilizers, Fishing, Forestry, Iron and Steel, Mining and Mineral Refining, Oil and Gas Processing, Ship Building, Timber Processing, Transport Equipment. 

MAIN EXPORTS: Chemicals, Coal, Fabrics, Fertilizers, Iron and Steel, Machinery, Metal Ores, Natural Gas, Oil, Petrochemicals, Petroleum Products, Textiles, Timber, Transport Equipment.


TRANSPORT: Railroads; route length 158,100 km (98,239 mi) (1992), passenger-km 254,700,000,000 (158,263,000,000 passenger-mi) (1992), cargo ton-km 2,326,000,000 (1,593,000,000 short ton-mi) (1992). Roads; length 893,000 km (554,884 mi) (1992). Vehicles; cars 9,661,000 (1992), trucks and buses 465,000 (1992). Merchant Marine; N/A. Air Transport; passenger-km 150,400,000,000 (93,454,000,000 passenger-mi) (1992), cargo ton-km 2,400,000 (1,644,000 short ton-mi) (1992).


COMMUNICATIONS: Daily Newspapers; total of 339 with a total circulation of 57,000,000 (1992). Radio; receivers 48,800,000 (1992). Television; receivers 54,200,000 (1992). Telephones; units 23,397,000 (1993).


MILITARY: 1,520,000 (1995) total active duty personnel with 78.2% army, 13.2% navy and 8.6% air force while military expenditure accounts for 21.5% (1993) of the Gross National Product (GNP).

OFFICIAL NAME: Federative Republic of Brazil 

CAPITAL: Brasilia 

SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT: Multiparty Federal Republic 

AREA: 8,511,965 Sq Km (3,286,488 Sq Mi) 

ESTIMATED 2000 POPULATION 175,891,100


LOCATION & GEOGRAPHY: Brazil is located in East Central South America and occupies nearly 50% of the South American Continent. It is bound by Venezuela, Guyana, Suriname and French Guiana to the north, Colombia to the northwest, Peru, Bolivia and Paraguay to the west, Argentina to the southwest, Uruguay to the south and the Atlantic Ocean to the east. Brazil can be divided into four topographical zones. (1.) The densely forested northern lowlands which cover around 50% of the country's interior and contains the Amazon River Basin. (2.) The semiarid scrub lands of the northeast. (3.) The rugged hills and mountains mixed with rolling plains, to the central west and south (4.) The narrow coastal belt which contains 30% of the country's population. Approximately 50% of the land area is covered by forests with the largest forest in the world located in the Amazon River Basin. The country has eight river systems which carry around 20% of the world's running water, of which the most important are the Amazon, Sao Francisco, Paraguay, Parana and Uruguay. Major Cities (pop. est.); Sao Paulo 9,394,000, Rio de Janeiro 5,474,000, Salvador 2,070,000, Belo Horizonte 1,530,000, Brasilia 1,493,000, Recife 1,297,000 (1991). Land Use; forested 58%, pastures 22%, agricultural-cultivated 6%, other 14% (1993).


CLIMATE: Brazil has a tropical and subtropical climate characterized by high temperatures and moderate to heavy rainfall. The geography of the country divides it into four climatic regions, (1.) the Amazon basin which has no dry season and is typically tropical. (2.) The Brazilian Plateau which has a more distinct wet and dry season, and is susceptible to prolonged drought. (3.) The coastal belt which has a hot tropical climate and (4.) a region further south that has a seasonal temperate climate. Rainfall is evenly distributed throughout the year and the nationwide average annual precipitation varies between 1,010 mm (40 inches) and 2,030 mm (80 inches). Average temperature ranges in Rio de Janeiro are from 17 to 24 degrees Celsius (63 to 75 degrees Fahrenheit) in July to 23 to 29 degrees Celsius (73 to 84 degrees Fahrenheit) in February.


PEOPLE: The Brazilians are composed of the following groups. The indigenous AmerIndians who account for .1% of the population, of which the major tribes are the Tupi, Ge, Garib, Arawak and Nambicuara. The Whites who account for 53%, of which the Portuguese represent 15%, Italians 11%, Spanish 10% and Germans 3%. The Mulattoes who are of mixed European and Black African descent account for 22%, the Mestizos who are of mixed AmerIndian and White descent account for 12% while 11% of the population are Black Africans. Japanese immigrants also account for just under 1%.


DEMOGRAPHIC/VITAL STATISTICS: Density; 18 persons per sq km (47 persons per sq mi) (1991). Urban-Rural; 75.0% urban, 25.0% rural (1990). Sex Distribution; 49.9% male, 50.1% female (1990). Life Expectancy at Birth; 62.3 years male, 67.6 years female (1990). Age Breakdown; 35% under 15, 28% 15 to 29, 19% 30 to 44, 10% 45 to 59, 6% 60 to 74, 2% 75 and over (1990). Birth Rate; 28.6 per 1,000 (1990). Death Rate; 7.9 per 1,000 (1990). Increase Rate; 20.7 per 1,000 (1990). Infant Mortality Rate; 63.2 per 1,000 live births (1990).


RELIGIONS: Mostly Christians with 88% of the population Roman Catholic making it the largest Roman Catholic nation in the world. The remainder are Protestants, Spiritualists, Voodooists and Buddhists with a small Jewish minority.


LANGUAGES: The official language is Portuguese which is nearly spoken by all Brazilians except the AmerIndians whose main languages are Tupi, Ge, Garib, Arawak and Nambicuara. English and French are spoken as second languages.


EDUCATION: Aged 25 or over and having attained: no formal schooling 32.9%, some primary 50.3%, primary 4.9%, secondary 6.9%, higher 5.0% (1980). Literacy; literate population aged 15 or over 74,047,843 or 81.1% (1988).


MODERN HISTORY - WWII TO 1993: The abortive uprising in Nov. 1935 resulted in the end of democracy with the establishment of a fascist model new state in Dec. 1937 headed by Getulio Vargas as dictator. In 1951 Vargas was elected President again after military rule from 1945 to 1951. In 1954 military officers again took control of the government and Vargas committed suicide in Aug. 1954. In 1955 Juscelino Kubitschek became President and built the new capital, Brasilia, in the hope that the new city would develop Brazil's interior. In 1960 the government moved from Rio de Janeiro to Brasilia, while the project funded by borrowed money crippled the economy. In 1961 Janio da Silva Quadros became President. He believed that Brazil had to trade with all nations and worked to increase trade with communist countries such as Cuba. Pres. Joao Goulart succeeded him after 7 months, when military leaders feared that Silva would open the doors for a communist take over. In 1964 troops forced Goulart out of office and Gen. Castel Branco took over. Branco was given many powers by the military including the right to suspend the rights of citizens and he was succeeded by three other Generals until 1978. During the late 1960's and early 1970s Brazil's economy flourished after the military banned political as well as trade union activities. In 1974 the chief problem was the high cost of oil on the world market and in 1975 Brazil began a program to reduce oil imports by substituting them with alcohol fuels. In 1979 Gen. Joao Figueiredo became President and was challenged by high inflation rates, labor unrest, union strikes and as a result he allowed other political parties to form. In 1985 military rule ended and a civilian President was elected. In 1986 Brazilians elected a new congress as well as a state legislature and governors in the first nationwide general election following the end of military rule. In March 1990 Fernando Collor was inaugurated President and introduced the "Collor I" plan in an attempt to stabilize the economy. In Jan. 1991, the government was forced to introduce a second stabilizing plan "Collor II" while in Feb. 1991 the government placed a hold on wage increases as well as an indefinite freeze on prices to combat inflation which was running at 1800%. In 1991 the president's standing was undermined by a series of corruption scandals involving various family members including his wife, Rosanne while his efforts to change provisions in the 1988 constitution collectively known as the "emendao" were blocked for months. The emendao was seen as crucial to achieving long-term public sector accounts improvements and in the control of inflation. In Nov. 1991, Pres. Collor announced that 94,000 sq km (36,280 sq mi) of Amazon rain forest would be reserved for the Yanomamo Indians, despite strong opposition from the military and mining sector. In May 1992, a scandal known as "Collargate" developed as a result of allegations from Pres. Collar's younger brother, Pedro, that Collar was involved in or knew of a million dollar corruption scheme by Paulo Cesar Farias, Collar's campaign treasurer. In Aug. 1992, the Congress found that it had enough evidence from a report inquiry to merit impeachment proceedings against the President which took place on Sept. 29, 1992. On Oct. 2, 1992 the then vice president, Itamar Franco, took control of the presidency while on Nov. 12, 1992 the attorney general's office began instigating criminal proceedings against Collar. On Dec. 29, 1992 the Senate impeachment trial against Collar which resulted in Franco being sworn in as President and Collar being banned from public office for eight years. Under Franco the Economy Ministry established by Collar was decentralized and adopted a more consultative role with the Congress in an attempt to pass several constitution-economic measures that had been blocked under Collar's presidency. In Dec. 1992, Franco suspended the privatization program for three months and in the same month the nation was shocked to learn that a popular television star, Daniela Perez, was murdered by her co-star, Guilherme de Padua. Also during 1992, the Brazilian economy remained largely in recession with inflation running well above 20% per month while the external sector and trade position continued to improve significantly. In early 1993, Pres. Franco further fused cross-party support in the Congress for legislative measures needed to overcome the fiscal crisis of the country. In late Jan. 1993, Congress approved a package of partial tax reforms and the modernization-of-ports bill. On April 21, 1993 a national plebiscite on the form and system of government took place with some 66% of voters electing to keep the presidential system while 85% voted to keep the republican from of government. In 1993 violent incidents continued to affect life with three military policemen arrested and charged with the killing of several homeless boys in Rio de Janeiro in July 1993. In Aug. 1993, 33 policemen were arrested for the murder of 21 people in a Rio shantytown while in the same month illegal Brazilian miners reportedly killed 73 members of the Yanomamo Indian tribe. In 1993 the economy had begun to recover with industrial output increasing in late 1992 helped by lower interest rates while the external accounts position continued to be positive.


CURRENCY: The official currency is the Real (R) divided into 100 Centavos.


ECONOMY: Gross National Product; USD $471,978,000,000 (1993). Public Debt; USD $86,650,000,000 (1993). Imports; USD $25,711,000,000 (1993). Exports; USD $38,783,000,000 (1993). Tourism Receipts; USD $1,449,000,000 (1993). Balance of Trade; USD $10,391,000,000 (1994). Economically Active Population; 64,467,981 or 43.8% of total population (1990). Unemployed; 6.0% (1994).


MAIN TRADING PARTNERS: Its major trading partners are the USA, Germany, Japan, the Netherlands, Argentina, the former USSR and Italy. 

MAIN PRIMARY PRODUCTS: Asbestos, Bananas, Bauxite, Beryllium, Cassava, Cereals, Chromium, Coffee, Coal, Cocoa, Cotton, Crude Oil, Diamonds, Fish, Gold, Graphite, Iron Ore, Manganese, Natural Gas, Nickel, Oranges, Phosphates, Quartz Crystal, Rice, Rubber, Salt, Silver, Soya Beans, Sugar, Timber, Tin, Titanium, Tobacco, Tungsten, Zinc. 

MAJOR INDUSTRIES: Agriculture, Cement, Chemicals, Consumer Goods, Fertilizers, Food Processing, Iron and Steel, Lumber, Machinery, Mining, Motor Vehicles, Oil and Mineral Refining, Paper, Rubber Processing, Ship Building, Textiles, Wood Pulp. 

MAIN EXPORTS: Animal Foodstuffs, Chemicals, Cocoa, Coffee, Iron Ore, Iron and Steel, Machinery, Motor Vehicles, Non-Ferrous Metals, Oranges, Soya Beans and Oil, Sugar.


TRANSPORT: Railroads; route length 29,833 km (18,537 mi) (1987), passenger-km 15,264,000,000 (9,485,000,000 passenger-mi) (1987), cargo ton-km 109,421,000,000 (74,942,000,000 short ton-mi) (1987). Roads; length 1,663,987 km (1,033,953 mi) (1989). Vehicles; cars 14,995,837 (1988), trucks and buses 1,609,764 (1988). Merchant Marine; vessels 691 (1990), deadweight tonnage 10,004,910 (1990). Air Transport; passenger-km 17,844,000,000 (11,088,000,000 passenger-mi) (1990), cargo ton-km 2,414,000,000 (1,653,000,000 short ton-mi) (1990).


COMMUNICATIONS: Daily Newspapers; total of 373 with a total circulation of 8,500,000 (1992). Radio; receivers 55,000,000 (1994). Television; receivers 30,000,000 (1994). Telephones; units 11,752,831 (1993).


MILITARY: 295,000 (1995) total active duty personnel with 66.0% army, 17.0% navy and 17.0% air force while military expenditure accounts for 1.3% (1991) of the Gross National Product (GNP).

OFFICIAL NAME: Arab Republic of Egypt 

CAPITAL: Cairo 

SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT: Multiparty Republic 

AREA: 1,001,449 Sq Km (386,559 Sq Mi) 

ESTIMATED 2000 POPULATION 66,706,800


LOCATION & GEOGRAPHY: Egypt is located in the northeastern corner of Africa. It is bound by Libya to the west, Sudan to the south, the Red Sea to the east, the Mediterranean Sea to the north and Israel to the northeast. Topographically, the country can be divided into four regions. (1.) Wagh al-Bahari or lower Egypt which is the broad alluvial Nile Delta. (2.) The Western Desert which is an arid region covered by vast rolling plains of sand, shifting dunes and large depressions. (3.) The Eastern Desert or Arabian Desert which is an elevated plateau broken by deep valleys. (4.) The Sinai Peninsula which is separated from the bulk of Egypt by the Suez Canal and the Red Sea. The Sinai is a desert region with mountains rising in the south. The Nile River is not only the lifeline of Egypt it is also the longest river in Africa. The country's largest lake is the manmade Lake Nasser and others include Menzaleh, Brullos, Idku and Mariut. Major Cities (pop. est.); Cairo 6,849,000, Alexandria 3,382,000, al-Jizah 2,144,000 (1994). Land Use; agricultural-cultivated 3%, urban, wasteland and other 97% (1993).


CLIMATE: The larger part of Egypt has a desert climate which is hot and arid. There are two seasons, the cool winter season from November to April, and the hot summer season from May to October, although temperatures are often tempered strong offshore breezes. The period between March and June is subject to the Khamsin which is a dust laden sandstorm that blows from the Sahara in the south. Precipitation is limited to the coastal area where it averages 200 mm (8 inches) per annum. Average temperature ranges in Cairo are from 8 to 18 degrees Celsius (46 to 64 degrees Fahrenheit) in January to 21 to 36 degrees Celsius (70 to 97 degrees Fahrenheit) in July.


PEOPLE: The principal ethnic majority are the Egyptians who account for 99.8% of the population and are of eastern Hamitic origin. The remainder are made up of the following ethnic groups, Bedouin Arabs, Nubians, Greeks, Italians and Maltese.


DEMOGRAPHIC/VITAL STATISTICS: Density; 55 persons per sq km (142 persons per sq mi) (1991). Urban-Rural; 43.9% urban, 56.1% rural (1986). Sex Distribution; 51.1% male, 48.9% female (1989). Life Expectancy at Birth; 59.0 years male, 62.1 years female (1986). Age Breakdown; 42% under 15, 26% 15 to 29, 16% 30 to 44, 10% 45 to 59, 5% 60 to 74, 1% 75 and over (1986). Birth Rate; 37.5 per 1,000 (1988). Death Rate; 8.6 per 1,000 (1988). Increase Rate; 28.9 per 1,000 (1988). Infant Mortality Rate; 45.1 per 1,000 live births (1989).


RELIGIONS: The official religion is Islam with over 95% of the population Sunni Muslims. The remainder are mainly Coptic Christians.


LANGUAGES: The official language is Arabic which is spoken by the majority of the population, although other important minority languages include Coptic, Nubian and Berber.


EDUCATION: Aged 15 or over and having attained: no formal schooling 70.6%, primary and secondary 25.3%, higher 4.1% (1986). Literacy; literate population aged 15 or over 15,470,000 or 48.4% (1990).


MODERN HISTORY - WWII TO 1993: In 1947 the UN voted to divide Palestine into separate Jewish and Arab states. With the establishment of Israel in Palestine in 1948, Egypt and other Arab countries immediately went to war with Israel but were defeated. This resulted in serious rioting in Cairo and the assassination of a number of politicians. In July 1952 a discontented army group known as the Free Officers Movement, seized power and forced the abdication of King Farouk. During the first two years of military rule Gen. Mohammad Naguib shared power with Col. Gamal Abdel Nasser and the republic was proclaimed on June 18, 1953. However, the two could not agree politically and Nasser established an unchallenged rule over Egypt. Its relations with Israel had worsened due to Egypt's support of Palestinian Arabs who raided Israel from the Gaza Strip. In Jan. 1956 Nasser proclaimed a new constitution and the following year after elections Egypt became a single party state. In the same year Nasser nationalized the Suez Canal Company and in response Britain and France encouraged an Israeli invasion of Egypt which took place on Oct. 29 1956. Israel quickly occupied most of the Sinai Peninsula and when Egypt refused to the Anglo-French ultimatum for a ceasefire as well as a withdrawal, both countries began bombing Cairo while Port Said was captured by Anglo-French invasion force. Pressure from both the UN and the strong US opposition resulted in a cease-fire and a UN supervised Anglo-French withdrawal. Nasser strongly believed in the unity of Arab countries and in 1958 Egypt and Syria became the United Arab Republic (UAR). Syria eventually withdrew from the UAR three years later, but Egypt kept UAR as its official name. In 1961 Egypt severed ties with Yemen (Sana) and in 1967 Arab-Israeli tensions erupted in what was known as the Six Day War after Egyptian sponsored Palestinian guerrillas attacked Israel from the Gaza Strip. The war was a territorial and military disaster for the Arab countries with Egypt losing the Gaza Strip as well as the Sinai Peninsula. After Nasser's death in 1970, Anwar Sadat was elected as President. Sadat dismantled Nasser's socialist planning and encouraged private enterprise. In 1971 Egypt was officially named the Arab Republic of Egypt. In Oct. 1973 an unexpected and unsuccessful military assault was launched across the Suez Canal against the Israelis on the Sinai Peninsula. In 1975 an agreement was reached in which Israel removed its troops from part of the Sinai that it had occupied since 1967. During 1976 Egypt returned to a multiparty state. In Nov. 1977 Sadat became the first Arab leader to visit Israel and with US mediation the two sides agreed to a peace agreement known as the Camp David Accord in Oct. 1978. It guaranteed the return of the Sinai Peninsula to Egypt and called for the creation of a peace treaty between Egypt and Israel which was signed in Mar. 1979. As a result, Egypt was removed from the Arab League in 1979. In Oct. 1981 Sadat was assassinated by Muslim fundamentalists and was succeeded by Hosni Mubarak. Throughout the early 1980's there have been waves of unrest in protest to economic hardships which have been repressed resulting in mass arrests and imprisonments. In 1984 Jordan reestablished diplomatic relations with Egypt in the hope to revive the Middle East peace process. In May 1989 Egypt returned to the Arab League and in 1990 the headquarters of the organization were returned to Cairo. In Oct. 1990 the speaker of the People's Assembly, Rifaat al-Mahgoub was assassinated by Islamic militants. In Jan. 1991 military debts of $5.8 billion to the US and $7 billion to the Gulf states were written off as a reward for Egypt's support in the Gulf War. On Oct. 8, 1991 Egypt adopted a single exchange rate for the pound as part of an INF promise for assistance. On Nov. 21, 1991 Egypt's Deputy Prime Minister Boutros Boutros Ghali was elected as secretary-general of the UN Security Council. In 1991 Egypt contributed more than 35,000 troops as well as tanks and heavy artillery to the US-led coalition that resulted in the liberation of Kuwait in Jan. 1991 after Iraq's earlier Aug. 1990 invasion. In late 1991 Egypt gave its support to the US initiative aimed at a regional and comprehensive Arab-Israeli peace conference. On May 8, 1991 Pres. Mubarak announced that all Egyptian troops would be withdrawn from the Gulf within three months in contrast to the signing of the a Gulf peace and security agreement named the "Damascus Declaration" in Mar. 1991. In a May Day address Pres. Mubarak announced that party politics were "inadequate" in terms of popular participation and called for internal change within the political hierarchy. On June 1, 1991 the government renewed the emergency detention laws for another three years. Also in 1991 there were price increases in essential services and sharp increases in spending on social services, pensions and benefits. In 1992 Islamic fundamentalism increased with the banned organization al-Jama'a al-Islamiya calling for the destruction of the Pharaonic monuments as "pagan sites" and orchestrated armed attacks on tourists. The attacks by armed militants were concentrated along a 210 km (130 mi) stretch of road 560 km (350 mi) south of Cairo. In June 1992 Farag Foda a well-known writer and translator of western literature was assassinated by the same organization that claimed responsibility for the Oct. 1990 assassination of the Assembly speaker. In July 1992 police arrested 16 suspects and 6 in Asyut province where clashes with between militants and police occurred almost daily in the preceding three weeks and had resulted in 12 deaths and 24 injured. In Aug. 1992 violence erupted in the usually quite town of Idku after reports that a local man had died as a result of police torture. On Oct. 12 1992 an earthquake measuring 5.8 on the Richter scale caused widespread damage throughout Cairo while killed 552 people, injured 6,500 and damages in excess of $600 million. On Oct. 21, 1992 a British woman was killed and two men injured after a bus was ambushed by militants near Dayrut, their stronghold. Also in 1992 Egypt responded favorably to the Israeli election of Yitzhak Rabin in June, while Pres. Mubarak was involved in high-level international diplomatic missions throughout the year with visits to Libya, Sudan and further involvement in the Damascus Declaration. In 1993 the continuation of Islamic fundamentalism was a top priority for the government with tourism arrivals severely slumping following some 200 deaths in the preceding 18 months. In March 1993 militant activities resulted in the bloodiest month with 45 people being killed in bomb attacks, raids and shoot outs between extremists and security forces. In April 1993 the interior minister was sacked after sanctioning mediation talks with the militants and was replaced with a former Asyut governor, Hassan Muhammad al-Alfi. On June 8, 1993 a bomb was thrown on a tourist bus in Giza's Pyramid Road that killed one woman and wounded several others while later in the year two Americans and a Frenchman were gunned down as they dined at a Cairo hotel. On Aug. 14, 1993 a civil judge acquitted Islamic fundamentalists thought to be responsible for the assassination of the Assembly speaker in Oct. 1990, as evidence had allegedly been extracted through torture. On Aug. 18, 1993 a bomb was detonated by terrorists as Alfi's motorcade approached the Interior Ministry building that resulted in 5 deaths and 16 wounded including Alfi. On Nov. 25 1993 Prime Minister Sedki escaped injury in a car-bomb attack that claimed the life of a school girl and wounded 21 others. On Dec. 29, 1993 government forces arrested a number of militants thought to be planning a number of assassinations. In 1993 Jordan's King Hussein visited Cairo which put an end to three years of bitter relations following the Gulf War while Egypt also supported the Middle East peace process. Also during the year Pres. Mubarak undertook a tour of the GCC states in an attempt to isolate Iran, which had been accused of backing the Islamic militants and their activities, and Egypt requested the extradition from the US of the spiritual leader of the al-Jama'a al-Islamiya over alleged involvement in violence in 1989.


CURRENCY: The official currency is the Pound (EP) divided into 1,000 Milliemes, 100 Piastres and 5 Tallaris.


ECONOMY: Gross National Product; USD $36,679,000,000 (1993). Public Debt; USD $36,603,000,000 (1993). Imports; USD $10,715,600,000 (1994). Exports; USD $3,064,800,000 (1994). Tourism Receipts; USD $1,332,000,000 (1993). Balance of Trade; USD $ -7,651,000,000 (1994). Economically Active Population; 16,013,000 or 27.8% of total population (1994). Unemployed; 9.8% (1994).


MAIN TRADING PARTNERS: Its main trading partners are the USA, Germany, the UK, France, Italy and Japan. 

MAIN PRIMARY PRODUCTS: Barley, Beans, Buffaloes, Cattle, Clover, Cotton, Goats, Gypsum, Iron Ore, Lead, Lentils, Limestone, Maize, Manganese, Millet, Oil and Natural Gas, Phosphates, Rice, Sea Salt, Sugar Cane, Sheep, Talc, Wheat, Zinc. 

MAJOR INDUSTRIES: Agriculture, Aluminum, Cement, Chemicals, Fertilizers, Food Processing, Iron and Steel, Military Equipment, Oil Refining, Petrochemicals, Textiles. 

MAIN EXPORTS: Crude Oil, Cotton, Fruit and Vegetables, Rice, Textiles.


TRANSPORT: Railroads; route length 5,355 km (3,327 mi) (1986), passenger-km 34,876,000,000 (21,671,000,000 passenger-mi) (1989), cargo ton-km 2,868,335,000 (1,964,523,000 short ton-mi) (1989). Roads; length 45,500 km (28,272 mi) (1989). Vehicles; cars 826,915 (1989), trucks and buses 550,649 (1989). Merchant Marine; vessels 435 (1990), deadweight tonnage 1,824,632 (1990). Air Transport; passenger-km 5,998,303,000 (3,720,958,000 passenger-mi) (1990), cargo ton-km 143,982,000 (98,613,000 short ton-mi) (1990).


COMMUNICATIONS: Daily Newspapers; total of 16 with a total circulation of 2,426,000 (1992). Radio; receivers 16,450,000 (1994). Television; receivers 5,000,000 (1994). Telephones; units 2,374,800 (1993).


MILITARY: 436,000 (1993) total active duty personnel with 71.1% army, 3.7% navy and 25.2% air force while military expenditure accounts for 4.3% (1993) of the Gross National Product (GNP).

OFFICIAL NAME: Commonwealth of Australia 

CAPITAL: Canberra 

SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT: Federal Multiparty Parliamentary State with Sovereign Monarchy 

AREA: 7,686,850 Sq Km (2,967,710 Sq Mi) 

ESTIMATED 2000 POPULATION 18,594,000


LOCATION & GEOGRAPHY: Australia is the smallest continent in the world. Lying southeast of Asia, it is bound by the Pacific Ocean to the east, the Coral Sea to the northeast, the Timor Sea to the northwest, the Indian Ocean to the west and the Tasman Sea to the southeast. The continent consists largely of plains and plateaux, and can be divided into three principal topographical regions. (1.) The Western Plateau which is a vast desert and semidesert region that covers almost 66% of the land area and is comprised of ancient rocks similar to those of Africa. The Western Plateau has an average elevation of 305 metres (1,000 feet) and is relieved by the Hamersley Range to the west, the Kimberley Ranges and the valleys of Arnhem Land to the north-central as well as the Macdonnell, Musgrave and Petermann Ranges to the East. Also located on the plateau are the country's four major deserts - the Gibson, Great Sandy, Great Victoria and Simpson as well as a massive monolith known as Ayers Rock which rises over 335 metres (1,100 feet). The plateau is also surrounded by escarpments, of which the most unusual is the Nullarbor Plain a flat, smooth, barren lowland that stretches inland along the Great Australian Bight. (2.) The Central Eastern Lowlands which comprises Lake Eyre as well as the Murray, Darling and Gulf of Carpentaria drainage basins stretch from the Gulf of Carpentaria in the north to Western Victoria in the south. The average elevation of the Central Eastern Lowlands is only 152 metres (500 feet) and falls to 12 metres (40 feet) below sea-level at Lake Eyre. The Great Artesian Basin also found beneath the Central Eastern Lowlands is the largest artesian basin in the world and accounts for approximately 20% of the continent. (3.) The Eastern Highlands also described as the Great Dividing Range consist of a complex belt of tablelands, ridges and coastal ranges stretching from Cape York in northern Queensland to southern Victoria, and again resurfacing across Bass Strait in Tasmania. The Eastern Highlands have an average elevation of under 914 metres (3,000 feet) and are low and broad in the north, while tablelands characterized by the New England Plateau and the Blue Mountains are located in the central region. In the south the highlands pass through the Australian Alps and the Snowy Mountains, and across Victoria. The Eastern Highlands also contain a number of rivers, although many are short and swift with the Murray River the longest while its chief tributaries are the Darling, Murrumbidgee and Lachlan Rivers. Major Cities (pop. est.); Sydney 3,739,000, Melbourne 3,198,000, Brisbane 1,455,000, Perth 1,239,000, Adelaide 1,076,000, Newcastle 460,000, Canberra 328,000, Gold Coast 314,000, Woollongong 251,000, Hobart 194,000 (1994). Land Use; pastures 54%, agricultural-cultivated 6%, other including forests, deserts and urban 40% (1993).


CLIMATE: Australia's climatic conditions are characterized by warmth, little rain, clear skies and sunshine while temperature ranges are moderate with the absence of an intense cold winter. The continent can be divided into several climatic zones, an arid and semiarid interior, the monsoonal north and the sub-humid to humid east. Australia can experience hurricanes and cyclones on both coasts mainly on the northeast and northwest while droughts are also common. Although droughts are generally limited, severe national droughts have occurred. More than 33% of the country has an average annual precipitation under 260 mm (10 inches) while less than 33% receives over 500 mm (19.5 inches). Average temperature ranges in Sydney are from 8 to 16 degrees Celsius (46 to 61 degrees Fahrenheit) in July to 18 to 26 degrees Celsius (64 to 79 degrees Fahrenheit) in January.


PEOPLE: The principal ethnic majority are the Whites who account for 95% of the population and are principally of British descent. However, around 22% of the population were born abroad with principal ethnic groups including Italians, Croats, Serbs, Greeks, Maltese, Germans, Dutch, Asians, New Zealanders, North Americans and South Africans. The native Aboriginal population accounts for around 1.5% of the population while Asians account for 1.3%


DEMOGRAPHIC/VITAL STATISTICS: Density; 2.3 persons per sq km (6 persons per sq mi) (1993). Urban-Rural; 85.4% urban, 14.6% rural (1990). Sex Distribution; 49.9% male, 50.1% female (1991). Life Expectancy at Birth; 74.4 years male, 80.3 years female (1991). Age Breakdown; 22% under 15, 24% 15 to 29, 23% 30 to 44, 15% 45 to 59, 11% 60 to 74, 5% 75 and over (1991). Birth Rate; 15.1 per 1,000 (1992). Death Rate; 7.1 per 1,000 (1992). Increase Rate; 8.0 per 1,000 (1992). Infant Mortality Rate; 7.0 per 1,000 live births (1992).


RELIGIONS: Mostly Christians, of which 52% of the population are Protestant or Anglican, 25% are Roman Catholic and 3% are Greek Orthodox. Other minorities include Muslims as well as Buddhists and both account for less than 1% each.


LANGUAGES: The official language is English, although Aboriginal and other numerous ethnic immigrant languages are also spoken.


EDUCATION: Aged 15 or over and having attained: no formal schooling 0.3%, primary and secondary 56.1%, post secondary 34.0%, university 9.6% (1992). Literacy; literate population aged 15 or over 99.5% (1990).


MODERN HISTORY - WWII TO 1993: After World War II Australia had an open door policy towards displaced European refugees which resulted in an influx of immigrants. In 1947 Prime Minister Ben Chifley unsuccessfully attempted to nationalize the country's banks and Australia became one of the original members of the UN. In 1949 Sir Robert Menzies was elected Prime Minister of a Liberal coalition government and in the same year Australia contributed forces to a UN command in the Korean War. In 1950 Australia became a member of the Colombo Plan to aid underdeveloped South and South East Asian countries. In 1951 Australia signed the ANZUS Security Treaty between Australia, New Zealand and the United States. In 1954 Australia became a member of South East Asia Treaty Organization (SEATO) and in 1965 Australian troops were sent to Vietnam. During the late 1960's Aborigines were granted the right to vote and to claim social benefits. In 1966 Prime Minister Menzies retired and Harold Holt replaced him as head of the coalition government. In 1967 Harold Holt mysteriously disappeared and was presumed to have died during a swimming accident when swept out to sea. Prime Minister Holt was replaced by John Gorton who was in turn succeeded by William McMahon in 1971. In 1972 Gough Whitlam leader of the Australian Labor Party (ALP) won power and in 1974 Prime Minister Whitlam dissolved both houses of Parliament. In 1975 the Senate blocked the government's money bills and in Nov. 1975 Governor-General Sir John Kerr dismissed Prime Minister Whitlam and dissolved the Senate which resulted in angry protests and demonstrations. In Dec. 1975 Malcolm Fraser who was appointed interim Prime Minister by the Governor-General was elected as head of another Liberal coalition government which held office until 1983. In Mar. 1983 Robert (Bob) Hawke was elected Prime Minister under an ALP government. In Dec. 1983 the government embarked on a program of economic deregulation and in 1984 legislation was approved which granted greater protection to sacred Aboriginal sites. In Oct. 1985 Ayers Rock was transferred to an Mutijulu Aboriginal Community and then leased back to the government for a period of 99 years. In 1986 the Australian Act gave the country full independence from Britain while still retaining its Commonwealth membership and the Queen as its sovereign head of state. In July 1987 Prime Minister Hawke was re-elected for his third term in office and in the same year a Royal Commission was set up to investigate the death rates of Aborigines in police custody. In 1988 Australia celebrated its bi-centenary of colonization. In Mar 1990 the ALP with Prime Minister Hawke was re-elected for another term. In 1990 Australia sent three war ships to the US-led coalition forces that liberated Kuwait after Iraq had invaded and annexed Kuwait in Aug. 1990. In July 1991 the government controversially banned the mining of Coronation Hill in the Kakadu National Park, Northern Territory over Aboriginal land rights. In Dec. 1991 the former ALP treasurer, Paul Keating replaced Bob Hawke as party leader and Prime Minister ending several months of internal party conflict. Also during 1991 as a result of the deepening recession there were spectacular collapses of several major banks and corporations on a large scale. Royal commissions such as the infamous "WA Inc" investigating a coalition of corporate and political corruption and misappropriation of government monies as well as trials of the more famous bankrupts soon followed. During 1991 foreign relations with the USA over wheat subsidies and Malaysia over the screening of a television series called "Embassy" which they saw as mocking their country and disrespectful to Islam were also damaged. In Feb. 1992 Bob Hawke resigned from his safe Labor seat of Wills forcing a by-election which resulted in the election of an independent, Phil Cleary. Also during 1992 Bob Hawke reneged on his promise not to undermine the Prime Minister, by publicly attacking Keating. Further woes for the ALP included damage as a result of a scandal involving the arrest of a relative of the Labor power-broker Senator Graham Richardson on a forgery charge. Sen. Richardson was latter forced to resign over his relationship with this relative while in South Australia the Labor Premier was also forced to resign over the losses of a State-owned bank. Relations with the UK also soured in 1992 with Keating calling for the establishment of an Australian republic and accusations of British abandonment of Australia and South East Asia to the Japanese in WWII during the Queens royal tour in Feb. 1992. During 1992 Keating also incited hot nationalistic debate over his call for a new national flag while relations with the USA continued to be strain over grain subsidies and relations with Malaysia improved after production of the program "Embassy" ceased. On Mar. 13, 1993 snap elections resulted in the ALP being re-elected for a record fifth term. Although the opposition were defeated John Hewson was re-elected as leader of the Liberal Party and appointed a shadow ministry that included a record number of five women. Also during 1993 Keating setup a Republican Advisory Committee of prominent Australians which keep the republican issue under debate. Additionally, debate also centered on the High Court's Mabo decision which recognized native land title and established a new entitlement to land for the indigenous inhabitants. On Sept. 2, 1993 Keating released a draft of proposed legislation, which included the establishment of a federal tribunal to grant compensation for dispossessed Aborigines and Islanders, to deal with the problems that arose with the ruling. The legislation was ratified by both houses of Parliament on Deck. 22, 1993 to take effect on Jan. 1, 1994. During 1993 foreign relations were focused on mending the "trade" rift between Australia and the USA, and cementing good foreign relations with the US. The economy also show signs of recovery with the stabilizing factor of low inflation and a steady rise in the stock exchange, although unemployment remain high and the government had enormous difficulties with its proposed budget requiring revision three times.


CURRENCY: The official currency is the Dollar (AUD) divided into 100 Cents.


ECONOMY: Gross National Product; USD $310,050,000,000 (1993). Public Debt; AUD $80,948,000,000 (1993). Imports; AUD $66,910,000,000 (1994). Exports; AUD $62,839,000,000 (1994). Tourism Receipts; USD $4,655,000,000 (1993). Balance of Trade; AUD -$5,021,000,000 (1994). Economically Active Population; 9,003,000 or 49.5% of total population (1995). Unemployed; 7.9% (1995).


MAIN TRADING PARTNERS: Its main trading partners are China, Japan, Egypt, Indonesia and the former USSR. 

MAIN PRIMARY PRODUCTS: Barley, Bauxite, Cattle, Coal, Copper, Diamonds, Fish, Fruit, Gold, Iron Ore, Lead, Maize, Manganese, Natural Gas, Nickel, Oats, Opals, Oil, Pigs, Rice, Rutile, Sheep, Sorghum, Sugar cane, Timber, Tin, Tobacco, Tungsten, Uranium, Vegetables, Wheat, Zinc. 

MAJOR INDUSTRIES: Agriculture, Aluminum Refining and Smelting, Cement, Chemicals, Fishing, Food Processing, Forestry, Iron and Steel, Light Engineering, Machinery, Mining, Oil and Gas Production, Textiles and Clothing, Vehicles, Wool and Hide Processing. 

MAIN EXPORTS: Alumina, Aluminum, Beef, Coal, Iron Ore, Manufactured Goods, Petroleum Products, Various Minerals, Veal, Wheat, Wool.


TRANSPORT: Railroads; route length 37,295 km (23,174 mi) (1991), passenger-km 2,187,120,000 (1,359,013,000 passenger-mi) (1989), cargo ton-km 53,163,000,000 (36,411,000,000 short ton-mi) (1991). Roads; length 810,264 km (503,475 mi) (1990). Vehicles; cars 7,913,200 (1992), trucks and buses 2,041,300 (1992). Merchant Marine; vessels 695 (1992), deadweight tonnage 3,857,271 (1992). Air Transport; passenger-km 41,279,000,000 (25,650,000,000 passenger-mi) (1991), cargo ton-km 2,578,029,000 (1,765,692,000 short ton-mi) (1991).


COMMUNICATIONS: Daily Newspapers; total of 69 with a total circulation of 4,600,000 (1992). Radio; receivers 20,000,000 (1994). Television; receivers 8,000,000 (1994). Telephones; units 8,540,000 (1993).


MILITARY: 56,100 (1995) total active duty personnel with 42.2% army, 26.7% navy and 31.1% air force while military expenditure accounts for 2.4% (1993) of the Gross National Product (GNP).

OFFICIAL NAME: Republic of Argentina 

CAPITAL: Buenos Aires 

SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT: Federal Republic 

AREA: 2,766,899 Sq Km (1,068,302 Sq Mi) 

ESTIMATED 2000 POPULATION 35,780,000


LOCATION & GEOGRAPHY: Argentina is located in the southern area of the South American Continent. It is bound by Bolivia and Paraguay to the north, Brazil to the northeast, Chile to the west, Uruguay and the Atlantic Ocean to the east. Argentina is divided into four topographical regions. (1.) The Pampas which contains many lakes and rises gradually from the Atlantic Ocean to the Andean foothills, (2.) Patagonia which is a windswept semiarid region that rises to elevations of 1,500 metres (4,921 feet) with depressions that drop below sea level by 32 metres (104 feet), (3.) the northeastern lowlands which lie to the north of the Pampas and east of the Andes and (4.) the northwestern Andes which extend along the western half of the country. The Andes contain broad valleys and are generally inhospitable. The principal rivers are the Parana, Uruguay and Paraguay Rivers which drain into the Rio de la Plata Basin in northern Argentina while in the south the Colorado and Negro Rivers rise in the Andes and flow to the Atlantic Ocean. Major Cities (pop. est.); Buenos Aries 2,961,000, Cordoba 1,179,000, Rosario 1,078,000, La Planta 543,000 (1991). Land Use; forested 19%, pastures 52%, agricultural-cultivated 10%, other 19% (1993).


CLIMATE: Most of Argentina lies in the shadow of the Andes. As the prevailing westerly winds lose their moisture and descend into Argentina temperatures increase while humidity decreases. As a whole, the climate varies from a humid sub-tropical climate in the north with the central semi-arid Pampa ranging from a tropical to a moderately cool climate. The southern area of the country is sub-arctic and is directly influenced by the prevailing westerlies. Rainfall diminishes from east to west with snow rarely falling. Average temperature ranges in Buenos Aires are from -5 to 14 degrees Celsius (23 to 57 degrees Fahrenheit) in June to 17 to 29 degrees Celsius (63 to 84 degrees Fahrenheit) in January.


PEOPLE: Around 85% of the population are of European origins predominantly Spanish and Italian, although British as well as other Europeans, Jews and Middle Easterners are also represented. Latin American migration has been a recent trend and the remaining 15% are AmerIndians as well as Mestizos who are of mixed AmerIndian and European descent. The AmerIndians are estimated only at 50,000 and are concentrated in the extremities of the north, northwest and south.


DEMOGRAPHIC/VITAL STATISTICS: Density; 12 persons per sq km (30 persons per sq mi) (1991). Urban-Rural; 86.2% urban, 13.8% rural (1990). Sex Distribution; 48.9% male, 51.1% female (1991). Life Expectancy at Birth; 67.0 years male, 74.0 years female (1990). Age Breakdown; 30% under 15, 23% 15 to 29, 20% 30 to 44, 14% 45 to 59, 10% 60 to 74, 3% 75 and over (1990). Birth Rate; 20.0 per 1,000 (1990). Death Rate; 9.0 per 1,000 (1990). Increase Rate; 11.0 per 1,000 (1990). Infant Mortality Rate; 26.0 per 1,000 live births (1987).


RELIGIONS: Mostly Christians with 93% of the population Roman Catholic while 2% are Protestant and another 2% are Jews.


LANGUAGES: The official language is Spanish, although it differs in pronunciation and grammar from Castilian Spanish. Additionally, English, French, German and Italian are spoken by the relevant minorities. The three AmerIndian languages that remain are Tehuelche, Guarani and Quechua.


EDUCATION: Aged 25 or over and having attained: less than primary education 32.0%, of which 6.0% have no formal schooling, primary 34.6%, secondary 20.5%, higher 6.9% (1980). Literacy; literate population aged 15 or over 95.3% (1990).


MODERN HISTORY - WWII TO 1993: In Sept. 1930 a coup brought Argentina's first military government to power with the period from 1930-1943 known as the "Era of Patriotic Fraud." Again in 1943 under Col. Juan Domingo Peron another military coup took place and in 1945 the provisional government took the first steps toward the establishment of a constitutional regime. In 1951 Pres. Peron was reelected and in 1955 the armed forces temporarily united against the President forcing him into exile. In 1966 military commanders of the armed forces suspended the Congress and dissolved all political parties. By 1969 unrest became widespread and several people were killed in a series of general strikes. In 1973 Peron returned from exile and was reelected after the resignation of Hector Campora, a fellow Peronist who resigned after only 50 days in office. In 1974 Pres. Peron died and was succeeded by his wife Isabelita. In 1976 the military took control of the government and arrested Isabelita and implemented the "Dirty War" in which thousands of Argentines disappeared with most believed to be tortured and executed. In March 1981 Maj.Gen. Viola was ousted by the military and was replaced by the Commander-in-Chief, Gen. Galtieri. In 1982 Argentina under Gen. Galtieri invaded the Falkland Islands with the hope of restoring national credibility, although after a short combat with the British, the Argentine forces surrendered. In 1983 Argentina was in a severe economic crisis and Raul Alfonsin took office. In May 1989 the Peronists returned to power under Carlos Saul Menem and in Dec. 1990 he pardoned many of the military leaders involved in the "Dirty War". Argentina's unsuccessful fight against hyper-inflation which reached 1,800% at the end of 1990 has increased the discontent among the people. In Jan. 1991, there was a major Cabinet reshuffle in the wake of "corruption in high places" allegations regarding the country's privatization program. In April 1991, Domingo Cavallo was appointed as Economy Minister and introduced a convertibility plan to stabilize the economy. In late 1991 the President's personal popularity had suffered a downturn in the wake of drug money-laundering scandals involving family members and his former campaign secretary. During 1992 Pres. Menem averted further bad publicity from the continuing corruption saga involving his family and close aides. Cavallo's convertibility plan was also incorporated into law and obliged the government to back the issue of currency with dollar reserves. During mid-1992 the economic reform process was deepen after growing voter discontent with government policies surfaced in senate elections. Various protests and strikes organized by the government's opposition parties continued throughout the last quarter of 1992. Argentina continued to prosper in 1993 under the framework of stability provided by the 1991 "convertibility plan". Pres. Mendem's desired changes to the 1853 constitution to allow his reelection bid in the planned 1995 elections were renewed in 1993. In Nov. 1993, amendments to the constitution to allow the reelection of a second consecutive reduced 4 year term were finally agreed to by the party leaders and ratified by the Chamber of Deputies and Senate in December. In Dec. 1993 Menem was forced to return home from a state visit to the Vatican after rioting broke out between public workers who had not been paid and security forces. Also in late 1993 government files were opened which confirmed that some 1,000 Nazi war criminals had entered the country after WWII.


CURRENCY: The official currency is the Peso (P) formerly the Austral (A) which is divided into 100 Centavos.


ECONOMY: Gross National Product; USD $224,013,000,000 (1993). Public Debt; USD $61,534,000,000 (1993). Imports; USD $16,651,000,000 (1993). Exports; USD $12,869,000,000 (1993). Tourism Receipts; USD $3,614,000,000 (1993). Balance of Trade; USD -$4,002,000,000 (1994). Economically Active Population; 12,305,000 or 38% of total population (1990). Unemployed; 7.3% (1989).


MAIN TRADING PARTNERS: Its main trading partners are the former USSR, Brazil, the Netherlands, the USA, Japan, Italy, Germany, Chile and Spain. 

MAIN PRIMARY PRODUCTS: Apples, Cattle, Citrus Fruits, Coal, Copper, Cotton, Fruit, Fish, Grapes, Gold, Iron Ore, Lead, Limestone, Maize, Manganese, Mica, Oil and Natural Gas, Olives, Potatoes, Peanuts, Rice, Sheep, Silver, Sorghum, Soya Beans, Sugar, Sunflower Seeds, Timber, Tungsten, Tobacco, Uranium, Wheat, Zinc. 

MAJOR INDUSTRIES: Cement, Chemicals, Fishing, Food Processing, Forestry, Machinery, Mining, Petroleum, Plastics, Refining, Steel, Textiles, Vehicles, Wood and Paper Pulp. 

MAIN EXPORTS: Animal and Vegetable Oils, Animal Foodstuffs, Chemicals, Fruit and Vegetables, Leather, Machinery, Maize, Meat, Soya Beans, Sugar, Wheat, Wool.


TRANSPORT: Railroads; route length 34,115 km (21,198 mi) (1988), passenger-km 10,221,200,000 (6,351,157,000 passenger-mi) (1988), cargo ton-km 9,010,600,000 (6,171,360,000 short ton-mi) (1988). Roads; length 211,369 km (131,339 mi) (1986). Vehicles; cars 4,088,000 (1989), trucks and buses 1,512,000 (1989). Merchant Marine; vessels 479 (1990), deadweight tonnage 2,872,288 (1990). Air Transport; passenger-km 8,431,000,000 (5,239,000,000 passenger-mi) (1990), cargo ton-km 185,963,000 (127,366,000 short ton-mi) (1990).


COMMUNICATIONS: Daily Newspapers; total of 190 with a total circulation of 4,780,000 (1992). Radio; receivers 21,500,000 (1994). Television; receivers 7,165,000 (1994). Telephones; units 4,115,000 (1993).


MILITARY: 67,300 (1995) total active duty personnel with 60.0% army, 26.8% navy and 13.2% air force while military expenditure accounts for 1.7% (1993) of the Gross National Product (GNP).
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